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I. Introductory Information


A. Department Name: Department of Sociology, 






Anthropology, Social Work, and Geography


B. Department Catalog Number: SOCW415


C. Course Title: CHILD WELFARE SERVICES


D. Credit in Terms of Semester Hours: 3 s.h.


E. Clock Hours Per Week: 3

F. Overlays: None

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration: Social Work majors who have a minimum of a 2.0 overall G.P.A. may enroll for this course.  They must also have passed the following courses with a grade of 2.0 or above: SOCW102 Introduction to Social Work, SOCW201 Human Behavior and Social Environment 1, and SOCW301 Social Work Practice 1. Other interested non-major students may enroll in this course also, with permission from the instructor.

II. Description of the course

A. Catalog Description:  Designed to explore contemporary child welfare issues utilizing the systems and ecological perspectives, integrated with a problem-solving approach.  Allows students to understand major concepts and issues related to children and their families at the micro, mezzo and macro levels of service delivery and establishes a skill-base for promoting change and addressing oppression of children and families.

B. Comprehensive Description:  Not applicable.

III. Exposition


A. 
Objectives- at the end of the course students should be able to:



1.
Understand the legal and philosophical bases of child welfare.

2.
Know the Pennsylvania legal definitions of physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect, dependency, and abandonment, and can use these definitions in case studies and role-play scenarios.

3.
Know the primary values which underlie child welfare practice and policy, including client self-determination; preservation; family reunification; placement in least restrictive environment; confidentiality; and respect for human diversity.

4.
Understand the dual responsibility of the child welfare worker to protect children and to provide services and support to enable families to care for their children.

5.
To recognize and identify physical, emotional, and behavioral indicators of abuse, and sexual abuse in child victims and their families.

6.
Understand that child abuse and neglect are presenting symptoms of family dysfunction, and are able to assess in a gender and ethnic sensitive manner individual, family, and environmental factors which contribute to abuse, neglect, and sexual abuse.

7. 
Know what constitutes a thorough assessment of the factors that contribute to the alleged maltreatment and understand risk management

8.
Knows how to determine using a role assessment model the need for services.

9.
Knows the proper responsibilities of the child protection agency, including the investigation of complaints of maltreatment; provision of ongoing in-home services; provision of temporary substitute care placements; and provision of permanent homes for children; and understands the role of the child welfare worker to plan and manage the delivery of these services.

10.
Understand how cultural and ethnic factors may affect the investigation of child abuse and neglect complaints and the delivery of services; and understands the importance of cultural competence of child welfare professionals.


B.
Activities and Requirements

Students are expected to attend all classes, participate in class discussions and participate in group exercises and role plays, complete the assigned readings, and do research and class reports as assigned.


C. 
Major units and Time Allotted



I.
The Historical, Philosophical and Legal Basis of Child Welfare 
(3 weeks)
A.
History of Society Values and Responses to the Maltreatment of Children




B.
Values Clarification: The Need for Informed Judgment

C.
Parents' Rights Versus Children's' Rights, and Other Values Conflicts

D.
The Legal Basis of Child Welfare Practice: Definitions and Statutes



II.
The Identification and Assessment of Child Abuse and Neglect
(2 Weeks)

A.
Physical and Behavioral Indicators of Child Abuse and Neglect




B.
Family Dynamics in Child Abuse and Neglect




C.
The Effects on Child Development of Abuse and Neglect



III.
Sexual Abuse (2 Weeks)




A.
Introduction to Sexual Abuse




B. 
Definition of Sexual Abuse




C. 
Indicators of Sexual Abuse




D. 
The Spectrum and Dynamics of Sexual Abuse



IV.
The Assessment of Risk (2 Weeks)




A. 
Understanding Risk Assessment




B. 
Factors Related to Risk




C. 
Conducting Assessment of Risk in Family Situations

V.
Developing Cultural Competence in Child Welfare Practice (2 Weeks)



VI.
Intake and Screening Complaints (1 Week)



VII.
Conducting the Investigation (1 Week)



VIII.
Providing Services to Families (2 Weeks)




A. 
Working with the Family




B. 
Providing services to Families in their Homes




C. 
Scope of Services




D. 
The Role of the Community in Child Protection

IX.
The Role of the Caseworker (3 Weeks)

A. 
Caseworker and Protective Authority: A Comparison and Integration of Methods




B. 
Case Planning




C. 
Relationship Development




D. 
The Case Assessment




E. 
Developing the Intervention Plan




F. 
Reassessment and Termination




G. 
Case Recording 


D. 
Materials and Bibliography



1. 
Required Texts and Reserve Reading

Crossen-Tower, C. (2002).  Understanding Child Abuse and Neglect, 
Boston (5th ed.): Allyn & Bacon.



Downs, S. W., Moore, E., McFadden, E. J., Michaud, S. M., and



Costin, L. B.  (2004).  Child Welfare and Family Services:  
Policies and Practice:  New York:  Pearson.

2.
Other Materials:  Handouts and articles related to current best-practice and evolving policy will be introduced each semester based on what is occurring in the field at that time. 


3. 
Bibliographic Support
Babassone, M. (1988). "Multiple Pregnancies among Adolescents: Incidence 
and Correlates." Health and Social Work, 13 (4), 266-276

Barth, R.P. (1986a) Social and Cognitive Treatment of Children and Adolescents. San Francisco: Jossey Bass.

Barth, R.P. (1986b) "Emancipation Services for Adolescents in Foster Care." Social Work, 31 (3), 165-171.

Barth, R.P. Blythe, R.P., Blythe, B.J., Schielling, R.F. (1983). "Self Control Training with Maltreating Parents." Child Welfare, 62 (4), 313-324

Barger, D.K., Rolon, Y., Sachs J., and Wilson, B. (1989, February) "Child Abuse and Neglect: An Instrument to Assist with Case Referral Decision Making" Health and Social Work, pp 60-73.

Berry, M. (1988) "A Review of Parent Training Programs in Child Welfare." Social Service Review, 62 (2), 302-322.

Brandweim, R.A., Brown, C.A. and Fox, E.M. (1974). "Women and Children Last: The Social Situation of Divorced Mothers and their Families" Journal of Marriage and the Family, 36 (3), 498-514.

Breeland, D. and Lemmon, J. (1985) Social Work and the Law, St. Paul, MN: West.

Bross, D., Krugman, R., Lenherr, M., Rosenberg, D., and Schmidt, B. (1988) (Eds.) The New Child Protection Team Handbook, New York: Garland.

Carroll, C.A. and Haase, C.C. (1987). "The Function of Protective Services in Child Abuse and Neglect." In R.E. Helfer and R.S. Kempe (Eds). The Battered Child (4th ed., pp 137-151). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Caufield, B.A. and Horowitz, R.M. (1987). Child Abuse and the Law: A Legal Primer for Social Workers (2nd Ed.). Chicago: National Committee for Prevention of Child Abuse.  Child Abuse and the Law (2nd ed.) (1990) The Juvenile Law Center of Philadelphia.

Costin, L.B. (1985a) In. L.Costin (Ed). Child Welfare, 64 (3) "Special Issue: Toward a Feminist Approach to Child Welfare" (pp 197-201).

Garbarino, J. And Gillian, G. (1980). Understanding Abusive Families. Lexington, Ma. Heath.

Garbarino, J. Sebes, J. and Schellenbach, C. (1984) "Families at Risk for Destructive Parent-Child Relations in Adolescence". Child Development, 55, 


174-183.

Gill, D. (1985) "The Ideological Context of Child Welfare" in J. Laird and A.Harman (eds). A Handbook of Child Welfare (pp 11-33). New York: Macmillan.

Kadushen, A. (1988) Child Welfare Services (4th ed.) New York: Macmillan.

Kamhorman, S.B. and Kahn, A.J. (1989) Social Services for Children, Youth and Families in the United States. New York: Columbia University School of Social Work. (Anne E. Casey Foundation).

Keeping Families Together: The Case of Family Preservation. (1985) New York: Edna McConnell Clark Foundation.

Magura, S., Moses B., and Jones, M.A. (1987). Assessing Risk and Measuring Risk Scales. Washington, D.C.: Child Welfare League of America.

Nelson, K. et. al. (1988). Family Based Services: Factors Contributing to Success or Failure in Family Based Child Welfare Services: Final Report. Iowa City: National Resource Center on Family Based Services, University of Iowa School of Social Work.

Peccora, P., Carlson, I. Reese, S. and Bartholomew, G. (1986-87 Winter). "Developing and Implementing Risk Assessment.

Saltzman, Andrea, Kathleen Proch, (1990). Law in Social Practice, Nelson Hall, Inc.

IV. Standards

The course grade will be determined by an average of the grades on exams, and the research and class presentation. Class participation will also be considered.

V.  Rationale and Impact
A. Child welfare is a leading professional choice for our graduating social workers.  The availability of this course and it’s content allow us to prepare our students for this career path.

B. This course is useful for social work majors and other majors interested in child welfare as a field of social work.
C. This course builds on and compliments several courses both within the department and cross-departmentally, including Marriage and Family, Child Development, Adolescent Development and Juvenile Delinquency.

VI.  Cost and Staff Analysis
A. It will not require any additional expenditure except for periodic upgrading of library holdings.

B. This course is a social work elective and is taught once a year.

VII.
Date approved by University president:

_____________________________________________________
_________________________



Signature of the President




Date
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