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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND SOCIAL WORK

SOCW450 Topics in Social Work

I.
Introductory Information

A.
Department Name:  

Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work

B.
Catalog Number:  

SOCW 450
C.
Course Title:  

Topics in Social Work
D.
Semester Hours of Credit:  
3 

E. Clock Hours per Week:  
3 

F.  
Overlays:  


None

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Restricted to students who have completed 45 credits; SOCW 102 (Introduction to Social Work) or SOCW 110 (Diverse Populations); and 3 additional social work credits; or with permission of the instructor.
II.
Description of the Course  

A. Catalog description:  Addresses contemporary issues of social work practice in depth.  Examines the impact of policy, research, and practice as well as the roles and responsibilities of social workers in this area.
III.
Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Analyze models of assessment, prevention, intervention, and evaluation.

2. Distinguish, appraise, and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge, and practice wisdom.

3. Utilize conceptual frameworks to guide the processes of assessment, intervention, and evaluation. 

4.     Critique and apply knowledge to understand area of social work practice.
5.     Use research evidence to inform social work practice.

6.     Understand professional roles, responsibilities, and boundaries.
7.     Apply strategies of ethical reasoning to arrive at principled decisions.
B. Activities and Requirements:



Students are expected to:

1. Write research papers  (objectives 2, 4, 5)
2. Complete case studies or projects  (objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)
3. Participate in class activities  (objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) 

4. Participate in civic engagement hours and write analysis (objectives 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7)
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

The distribution of the 45 hours will depend upon the topic and the instructor’s discretion.  The course will involve study of an area of practice such as addictions, spirituality, mental health, health care, women’s issues, aging, working with groups or families, or others.
D.  Materials and Bibliography:
1. Suggested textbooks:  These will vary depending on the topic.
2. Other materials:  None.
3. Bibliographic support:

Annandale, E. (2008).  Women’s health and social change.  Routledge:  New York.

Beatty, L. ( 2007). Introduction. Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse, 6(2), 11–13.
Beder, J. (2006).  Hospital social work: The interface of medicine and caring (1st ed).
  

Brunner-Routledge:  New York, NY.

Berkman, B. (Ed.) (2006).  Handbook of social work in health and aging.  Oxford 

University Press:  New York.

Delgado, M., & Zerden, L. (2007) Latino cultural assets and substance abuse services: 

Opportunity knocks. Journal of Ethnic and Cultural Diversity in Social Work, 16(3–4), 135–142.

Dominelli, L. (2002). Anti-Oppressive social work: Theory and practice. MacMillan: New 

York, NY.

Fals-Stewart, W., O’Farrell, T. J., Birchler, G. R., Cordova, J., & Kelley, M. L. (2005). 

Behavioral couples therapy for alcoholism and drug abuse: Where we’ve been, 

where we are, and where we’re going. Journal of Cognitive Psychotherapy: An International Quarterly, 19(3), 229–246.

Fischer, J. L., Pidcock, B. W., & Fletcher-Stephens, B. J. (2007). Family response to

adolescence, youth and alcohol. Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly, 25(1–2), 27–41.

Germain, C. (2002). Social work practice in health care. Free Press:  New York.

Gray, M., Plath, D., & Webb, S.A. (2009).  Evidence-based social work:  A critical stance.  

Routledge:  New York.

Johnson, J. & Grant, G. (2004).  Casebook: Medical social work, (1st ed).  Allyn and 

Bacon:  Boston, MA.

Kanda, E. (1998).  Spirituality in social work: New directions. Haworth Press: 

Binghampton, NY.

Kaufman, E., & Yoshioka, M. (2005). Substance abuse treatment and family therapy: A 

treatment improvement protocol. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Matthews, I.  (2009). Social work and spirituality: Transforming social work practice. 

Learning Matters: Exeter, England.

Mulally, B. (2002). Challenging oppression:  A critical social work approach. Oxford 

Press:  New York.

Sowers, K.M. & Rowe, W.S. (2006).  Social work practice and social justice:  From local 
to global perspectives.  Brooks Cole:  New York.
Stromwall, L., Larson, N., Nieri, T., Holley, L., Topping, D., Castillo, J., & Ashford, J. 

(2008). Parents with co-occurring mental health and substance abuse conditions involved in child protection services: Clinical profile and treatment needs. Child Welfare, 87, 95–113.


Walsh, J. (2009).  Theories for direct social work practice.  Brooks Cole:  New York.

IV.
Standards
All grades for this course will be assigned in accordance with university policies.  Students’ performance will be evaluated through written assignments and participation in class and civic engagement.  

V. 
Rationale and Impact

A. Outcomes data as well as exit interviews with senior social work majors indicate that although students are educated as generalist practitioners, they need electives that provide more detailed information about areas of practice that are minimally addressed in the foundation courses.  The flexibility of a special topics course will allow the faculty to respond more quickly to outcomes data and student interest in specific areas of social work practice.  This course will replace SOCW 410 Social Work and Aging, SOCW 413 Women in Crisis, and SOCW 414 Family in Crisis.
B. This course is open to Social Work majors or others who meet the prerequisite requirements or with permission of the instructor. 
C. There is no effect on other academic programs or departments.

VI. 
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. This course is an elective; however, Social Work majors are required to take two social work electives as part of their degree.  Social Work faculty currently teach at least one elective each semester, so no new faculty will be required to teach this course.
B. The course will be offered at least once every semester and possibly in the summer.  The course may be taken as many as five times, as long as the topic is different.  The department will approve the topics each semester.
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