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I.   Introductory Information:

(A) Department Name: 
Special Education and Early Childhood Education
(B) Department Catalog Number: 
ECED 436
(C) Course Title:
Social Studies in Early Childhood Education
(D) Semester Hours of Credits:
 3
(E) Clock hours per week: 
3
(F) Overlays: None

(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  This course is part of the 
          professional semester. Students must successfully complete all freshman, sophomore and 

        junior level professional and early childhood education required course work and have 

        received candidacy.
II. Description of the Course:

A. Catalog Description:

Examines the content and methods of social studies education for young children in pre-primary and primary level (K-4) settings. This course develops an understanding of the concepts and skills for effective instruction in all aspects of social studies for children through grade 4. 
B.  Comprehensive Description:
The content of this course relates to standards of the National Association for the Education  

of Young Children (NAEYC), the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), and the 
Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC).

III. Exposition

A. Objectives:
     Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to do the following:
1. Implement various methods such as cooperative learning techniques to promote positive attitudes and values in young children which foster productive human relationships. (NAEYC V, PDE E.1, PDE E.2.) 
2. Select, organize, and utilize developmentally appropriate content from various foundation disciplines of social studies, and design learning experiences that meet children's level of interest. (NAEYC IV; PDE I.A.: PDE I.C., PDE I.E.3)
3. Research and integrate the use of instructional resources, including concrete manipulative materials, available for social studies education. (NAEYC IV; PDE I.E.)
4. Research and analyze the use of anti-bias materials/ resources/ curriculum to foster the creation of learning environments that respect and celebrate diversity of individuals and of families. (NAEYC IV; PDE I.E.)
5. Integrate the social studies curriculum through thematic teaching and the use of appropriate literature to promote an increased awareness and interest in social studies topics.(NAEYC V; PDE I.B.4a & b).

6. Develop, implement, assess and modify curriculum and lessons as evidenced by their ability to apply the standards and thematic strands of social studies as identified by the National Council for the Social Studies (NAEYC IV; PDE I.B.5-7).
B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend class prepared to actively participate in class discussions and activities.  
2. Complete a pre and post affective assessment designed to determine attitudes toward social studies in the primary classroom.
3. Create a developmentally appropriate, interactive bulletin board based on the 10 major strands of social studies.
4. Write and present a developmentally appropriate lesson plan based on a major discipline of social studies.
5. Working in small groups, create a project using drama, art, music, movement, cooking, or storytelling based on age appropriate social studies based trade books.
6. Read, summarize, and discuss a selection of social studies based trade books to determine age appropriateness, level of bias, effectiveness as a resource, and diversity of the chosen books.

7. Create a learning kit based on a historical character or event.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



(45 Hours)
1.  The ten major strands of social studies


 
 (3 hours)
2.  Major disciplines of social studies (Civics and government, 

 (15 hours)

     citizenship and democracy, geography, economics, history,

     anthropology, and archaeology)

3.  A variety of methods such as drama, art, music,
(6 hours) 
     movement, cooking, and storytelling used to teach social 
     studies 







4.  Instructional resources such as software and curriculum

 (9 hours)
     materials 
5.  Children’s fiction and non-fiction literature used for teaching 
(9 hours)


     social studies

6.  Anti-bias materials/ resources/ curriculum
(3 hours)
B. Materials and Bibliography:
   1. Suggested Text:  

Wallace, Melanie (2006). Social studies- All day, every day. Clifton Park, NY: 
              Thomson Delmar Learning.
2. Other materials: Livetext subscription
3. Bibliographical Support:
Alleman, J. & Brophy, J. (2001). Social studies excursions, K-3-Book one: Powerful

units on food, clothing, and shelter. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Alleman, J. & Brophy, J. (2002). Social studies excursions, K-3- Book two: Powerful

units on communication, transportation, and family living. Portsmouth, NH:

Heinemann.
Alleman, J. & Brophy, J.  (2003). Social studies excursions, K-3-Book three: Powerful

units on childhood, money, and government. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Cordeiro, P. (1995). Generating curriculum in social studies and literacy. Portsmouth,

NH: Heinemann.
Danker, A.C. (2005). Multicultural social studies: Using local history in the classroom. New York: Teachers College Press.
DeMelendez, W. &  Fletcher, M. (2000). Teaching social studies in early education.
Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.
Engle, S. & Ochoa, A. S. (1988). Education for democratic citizenship: Decision
making in the social studies. New York: Teachers College Press.
Evans, R. (2004). The social studies wars: What should we teach the children? New

York: Teachers College Press.
Fenneseesy, S. (2000).  History in the spotlight: Creative drama and theatre practices

for the social studies classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Jorgensen, K. L. (1993). History workshop: Reconstructing the past with elementary

students. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Lindquist, T. & Selwyn, D. (2000). Social studies at the center: Integrating kids, content, and literacy. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Maxim, G. W. (2006). Dynamic social studies for constructivisit classrooms (8th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Peason/Allyn & Bacon.

Rogovin, P. (2001). Research workshop: Research study, dance and dancers.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Schell, E. & Fisher, D. (2007). Teaching social studies: A literacy based approach. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Allyn & Bacon.

Seefeldt, C. & Galper, A. (2006). Active experiences for active children: Social studies 
2nd ed).  Upper Saddle River: Pearson Education, Inc.
Seefeldt, C. (2005).  Social studies for the preschool/primary child (7th ed). Upper

Saddle River: Pearson Education, Inc.

Steffey, S. & Hood, W.J. (1994). If this is social studies, why isn’t it boring? 
Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Sobel, D. (1998). Mapmaking with children: Sense of place education for the

elementary years. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Sunal, C. S. (1990). Early childhood social studies. Upper Saddle River: Pearson

Education, Inc.

Swiniarski, L. B. & Breitborde, M. L. (2003). Educating the global village: Including

the child in the world (2nd ed). Upper Saddle River: Pearson Education, Inc.
  Thornton, S. (2004). Teaching social studies that matters.  Curriculum for active

learners. New York: Teachers College Press.
Winston, L. (1997). Keepsakes: Using family stories in elementary classroom.
Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
IV. Standards:
         Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner

         consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a          

         mastery of the course material through such means as weekly assignments, major projects,
         and field placements.

V.  Rationale and Impact:

A. The content of this course is updated to more closely align with accreditation standards for PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education) and NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education).  
B. This course is required of all Early Childhood Education majors.

C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments because the

      course is already being taught.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There may be additional cost or staff required.  This is not a new course
B. This course will be offered every semester.

VII. Date Approved by University president: 

_____________________________________________
____________________

Signature of President






Date
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