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I.
Introductory Information


(A)
Department Name:


PreK-4/ Early Childhood Education


(B)
Department Catalogue Number:  ECED150

(C)
Course Title:


Diversity in the Development of Infants, 







Toddlers and Young Children

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:
3


(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:
     
3


(F)
Overlays:  



None

(G)
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Completion of PSYC111 with a C or better.  Others accepted by permission of the instructor.
II.
Description of the Course:
A. Catalogue Description

Designed to offer an examination of the influence of culture, environment and context on development of infants, toddlers and young children across physical, cognitive and social/emotional domains of development.
B. Comprehensive Description

This course is designed to meet standards for the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), as well as guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education Pre-K – 4th certification (PDE) and competencies for English Language Learners (ELL) .
III. 
Exposition


A.
Objectives:



Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to do the following:

1. Describe and compare major theories used to explain development in early childhood.  (NAEYC 1; PDE I)
2. Identify key diversity factors that influence children’s development: exceptionality, family characteristics, American subcultures (racial, ethnic, linguistic), cross-cultural factors, socioeconomic status.  (NAEYC 2; PDE I ,IV, ELL)
3. Describe how the key diversity factors influence children’s development (birth to middle childhood) in their physical development, motor development and health.  (NAEYC 1, 2; PDE I, II, IV)
4. Describe how the key diversity factors influence children’s development (birth to middle childhood) in their language and cognition.  (NAEYC 1, 2; PDE I, II, IV, ELL)
5. Describe how the key diversity factors influence children’s development (birth to middle childhood) in their social-emotional development.  (NAEYC 1, 2; PDE I, IV)
6. Explore the role diversity factors have played in the student’s own development.


B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend class and participate in discussions and activities.
2. Complete all assigned readings.
3. Complete exams based on reading assignments and class material.

4. Complete written assignments.

C.
Major Units and time Allotted:




(45 hours)
1. Overview of diversity in human development


 
(6 hours)
2. Diversity in the physical, motor, health, language, cognitive and 

social-emotional development of infants and toddlers

 
(6 hours)
3. Diversity in the physical, motor, health, language, cognitive and 

       social-emotional development of preschoolers


 
(9 hours)
4. Diversity in the physical, motor, health, language, cognitive and 

       social-emotional development of school age children 


(12 hours)
5. Diverse influences on children of all ages




(12 hours)
D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbooks:  

Shore, C. M. (2004).  The many faces of childhood: Diversity in development.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.


2.
Other Materials:  
none


3.
Bibliographical support:

Berk, L. (2008).  Infants and children:  Prenatal through middle childhood  (6th ed.). Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.  

Bowman, B., & Moore, E. K. (2006).  School readiness and social-emotional development: Perspectives on cultural diversity.  Washington, DC: National Black Child Development Institute, Inc.

Cole, M. (1996).  Cultural psychology: A once and future discipline.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Cole, M., Cole, S. A., & Lightfoot, C. (2005).  The development of children (5th ed.).  New York: Worth Publishers.
Fadiman, A. (1998).  The spirit catches you and you fall down: A Hmong child, her American doctors, and the collision of two cultures.  New York: Macmillan.

Gardiner, H. W., & Kosmitzki, C. (2008).  Lives across cultures: Cross-cultural human development.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Goncu, A. (1999).  Children’s engagement in the world: Sociocultural perspectives.  New York: Cambridge University Press.
Gonzalez-Mena, J. (2008).  Diversity in early care and education: Honoring differences. (5th ed.).  New York: McGraw Hill.

Hart, B. & Risley, T. R. (2000).  Meaningful differences in the everyday experience of young American children.  Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.
Keats, D. M. (1997).  Culture and the child: A guide for professionals in child care and development.  New York: Wiley.
Ramsey, P. G. (2004).  Teaching and learning in a diverse world 3rd ed.).  New York: Teachers College Press.
Rogoff, B. (1990).  Apprenticeships in thinking: Cognitive development in social context.  New York: Oxford University Press.
Rogoff, B. (2003).  The cultural nature of human development.  New York: Oxford University Press.

Tudge, J. (2008).  The everyday lives of young children: Culture, class, and child rearing in diverse societies.  New York: Cambridge University Press.
Valsiner, J. (2000).  Culture and human development.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978).  Mind in society: The development of higher psychological processes.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

York, S. (2005).  Roots and wings:  Affirming culture in early childhood programs (Revised ed.).  St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press.
Whiting, B. B., & Edwards, C. P. (1988).  Children of different worlds: The formation of social behavior.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
IV.
Standards:
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, major projects, and field placements.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. The content of this course is a reconfiguration of ECED 101 to more closely align with accreditation guidelines for PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education) and NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education). 
B. This course is required of Early Childhood Education Majors.  
C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. This is a new course to meet the new PDE standards and additional resources may be required.  
B. This course will be offered every semester or as needed.
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