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I. Introductory Information
A. Department Name: Special Education and Early Childhood Education

B. Department Catalog Number: ECED 200
C. Course Title:  Observing and Assessing Young Children

D. Semester Hours of Credits:  3

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  3

F. Overlays:  none

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Must have passing scores on Praxis I exam.
II. Description of the Course
A. Catalog Description:

An introduction to observing, documenting and assessing young children (birth-five years) using formal and informal assessment tools across all areas of development. 
B. Comprehensive Description:  

The content of this course relates to standards of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC).

III. Exposition
A.  Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the   following:
1. Identify the use of formal assessment and standardized tests. (NAEYC 3; PDE I.D.)

2. Explain the use of informal assessment tools such as anecdotal records, checklists and rating scales. (NAEYC 3; PDE I. D.)

3. Explain the use of assessment across all developmental domains: physical, social, emotional and cognitive. (NAEYC 3; PDE II.D.; INTASC 8)

4. Make application of authentic assessment systems such as portfolio development. (NAEYC 3)

5. Analyze, interpret, and share assessment information with parents and professional colleagues. (NAEYC 3; PDE II.D.)

6. Act in accordance with the legal, ethical and professional responsibilities in assessment.(NAEYC 3)

B.  Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend lectures and participate in class discussions.

2. Learn how to select particular informal assessment tools for appropriate applications.

3. Demonstrate the use of an assessment tool for select developmental domains.

4.   Create a model of authentic assessment.

5.   Learn the appropriate use of assessment information.

6.   Develop individual ethical awareness through course activities.
C.  Major Units and Time Allotted:

1. Formal assessment 



(9 hours)

2.    Informal assessment 



(9 hours)

3.    Developmental domain assessment

(9 hours)

4.    Authentic assessment 



(6 hours)

5.    Interpreting and sharing assessments 

(6 hours)

6.    Legal and ethical responsibilities

(6 hours)

D.  Materials and Bibliography

1.   Suggested Textbooks: Nilsen, B. (2008). Week by week:             

                 Documenting the development of young children (4th ed.).  

                 Clifton Park, New York: Thompson Corporation.

 2.  Other Materials:  none

 3.  Bibliographical Support:

Allen, E., & Marotz, L. (2010). Developmental profiles: Pre-birth through twelve (6th ed.). Canada: Thomson Learning, Inc.

Banks, S. (2005). Classroom assessment. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.

Beaty, J. (2010). Observing development of the young child (7th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc. 

Bentzen, W. (2009). Seeing young children: A guide to observing and recording behavior (6th ed.). Clifton Park, NY: Thomas Delmar Learning. 

                Cohen, D.H., Stern, V. Balaban, N., Gropper, N. (2008).  Observing 
                            recording the behavior of young children.  New York, NY:   

                            Teachers College Press.
Kingore, B. (2007).  Developing portfolios for authentic assessment prek-3: Guiding potential in young learners. Corwin Press.

Marion, M. (2004). Using observation in early childhood education. NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

McAfee, O. & Leong, D. (2006). Assessing and guiding young children’s development and learning (4th ed.). Boston, MA: A Pearson Education Company.

McAfee, O., Leong, D., & Badrova, E. (2004). Basics of assessment: A primer for early childhood educators. Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.
Mindes, G. (2006). Assessing young children (3rd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
Nicholas, S. & Shipstead, S. (2002). Through the looking glass: Observations in the early childhood classroom (3rd ed.). NJ: Pearson Education Inc. 

Popham, J. (2008). Classroom assessment: What teachers need to know (5th ed.). Boston, MA:  Pearson Education, Inc. 

Puckett, M. & Black, J. (2007). Meaningful assessments of the young child: Celebrating development and learning (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
Wortham, S. (2008). Assessment in early childhood education

             (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc. 

IV. Standards and Assessment

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration and mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, major projects and field placements.

V. 
Rationale and Impact:

A.  The content of this course is requisite to meet accreditation standards for  PDE and NCATE.

B.  This course is required of Early Childhood Education Majors.  
C. This is an existing course (ECED 120) that is being designated as a required course in the ECED program of study.  It will use a portion of free electives in the current ECED program of study.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. No additional staff will be needed as the SPEC and ECED Department recently hired a new ECED faculty.

B. This course will be taught every semester or as needed.
VII. Date Approved by University president:
_____________________________         ___________________
Signature of President
  

       Date

