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I.
Introductory Information


(A)
Department Name:


Special Education and Early Childhood Education


(B)
Department Catalogue Number:  ECED 212


(C)
Course Title:


Language Development in Early Childhood

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:
3


(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:
     
3


(F)
Overlays:  



Writing Emphasis


(G)
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Completion of PSYC111 and ECED100 with a C or better.  Others accepted by permission of the instructor.
II.
Description of the Course

A. Catalogue Description:
Provides a foundation of basic knowledge regarding language development in young children. Observation of and participation with young children are required.
B. Comprehensive Description:
This course is designed to meet standards for the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC),  as well as guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education Pre-K – 4th certification (PDE) and competencies for English Language Learners (ELL) .
III. 
Exposition


A.
Objectives:



Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to do the following:

1. Apply the components of communication and language development in an early childhood setting. (NAEYC 1; PDE I D; PDE ELL 1 A)
2. Identify the major theories of language development and their relevance for early childhood educators. (INTASC 2, NAEYC 1; PDE I D; PDE ELL 1 A)
3. Identify key biological aspects of language development including genetics, brain development and the vocal tract.  (NAEYC 1, PDE I D; PDE I C 12)
4. Describe the development of language in the early years of life and how to enhance it.  (INTASC 2; NAEYC 1; PDE I D; PDE 2 A; PDE ELL 1 A)
5. Explain how factors in the child, home and early childhood setting can facilitate or impede language development, including linguistic diversity and communicative disorders.  (NAEYC 2; PDE II A; PDE IV H; PDE ELL 1 B)
6. Describe the influence of special needs on language development.  (NAEYC 1, PDE I D)

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. Complete written exams based on assigned readings and lecture material.

2. Participate in 20 hours of field experiences in order to apply information learned through readings, lectures, and class discussions.
3. Develop and/or identify curriculum materials that support the language and literacy development of young children.

4. Complete written assignments in which key language concepts and theories are applied to field experience with young children.
5. Complete a research paper on a topic related to language development.

6. Complete an assignment on an aspect of linguistic diversity.

C.
Major Units and time Allotted:




[45 hours]
1. Overview and components of communication and language 


[4 hours]
2. How language is learned: biology, theories and processes 


[6 hours]
3. Components of Communications

a. Pragmatics: communicative development



[5 hours]
b. Phonology: the sounds of language




[5 hours]
c.
Lexical development: words





[5 hours]
d.
Syntax and morphology: the structure of language


[5 hours]
4. Refinement of language in the early elementary years


[3 hours]

5. Language development in special populations



[3 hours]
6. The influence of culture, environment and bilingualism


[9 hours]
D.
Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbooks 

Hoff, E. (2009).  Language development  (4th ed.).  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Tabors, P. O. (2008).  One child, two languages (2nd ed.).  Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.
2. Other Materials:  
none


3.
Bibliographical support:

Bruner, J.  (1983).  Child talk: Learning to use language.  New York, NY:  W.W. Norton.

Espinosa, L. M. (2008).  Challenging common myths about young English language learners.  New York: Foundation for Child Development.
Hart, B. & Risley, T. R. (1995).  Meaningful differences in the everyday experience of young American children.  Baltimore, MD: Brookes Publishing Co.

Hollich, G. J., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M., & Bloom, L. (2000).  Breaking the language barrier: An emergentist coalition model for the origins of word learning.  Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development, 65(3).  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers.

Hulit, L. M., & Howard, M. R. (2006).  Born to talk: An introduction to speech and language development (4th ed.).  Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.
Koralek, D. G. (2003).  Spotlight on young children and language.  Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Locke, J.L.  (1995).  The child’s path to spoken language.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press.

National Association for the Education of Young Children. (1995).  Responding to linguistic and cultural diversity: Recommendations for effective early childhood education.  Washington, DC: Author.
Otto, B. (2006).  Language development in early childhood (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.

Owens, R.E. Jr. (2005).  Language development:  An introduction, (6th ed.).  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
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Rosenkoetter, S. E. & Knapp-Philo, J. (2006).  Learning to read the world: Language and literacy in the first three years.  Washington, DC: Zero to Three.
Vukelich, C., Christie, J., & Enz, B. (2002).  Helping young children learn language and literacy.  Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Vygotsky, L.S.  (1986).  Thought and language, (revised ed.).  Cambridge, MA:  The M.I.T. Press.
Weitzman, E., & Greenberg, J. (2002).  Learning language and loving it: A guide to promoting children’s social and language development in early childhood settings, (2nd edition).  Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Whitehead, M. R. (2002).  Developing language and literacy with young children.  London, Chapman.
IV.
Standards:
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, major projects, and field placements.
V. Rationale and Impact:
A. The content of this course is requisite to meet accreditation standards for PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education) and NCATE (National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education). 
B. This course is required of Early Childhood Education Majors.  
C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There will be no additional cost or staff required.  This is not a new course.

B. This course will be offered every semester or as needed.
VII.
Date approved by University president:

_______________________________________
_______

________________

         Signature of the President


    
   Date
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