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I. Introductory Information:
(A) Department Name: 
   PreK-4/ Early Childhood Education






(B)Department Catalog Number: 
 ECED225
(C)Course Title:                                  Beginning Literacy
   (D)Semester hours of credit:  
   3 
     (E)Clock Hours per week: 
              3
     (F)Overlays:

          None
            (G)Restrictions Upon Student Registration:
                   Completion on ECED212, Language Development with a “C” or  better
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description

Introduces appropriate methods for helping young children acquire literacy skills.   The focus of this course is to provide students with information specific to children from PreK through grade 1.  Students will learn to integrate literature with multiple curricular areas, how to assess young children’s literacy, how to write appropriate lesson or activity plans, and what literature is appropriate for young children.  
B. Comprehensive Description:


 The content of this course relates to standards of the National Association 
  
 for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and the Pennsylvania 

  
 Department of Education (PDE).
III. Exposition
A. Objectives:  

 Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the  

 following:
1. Define literacy as it relates to young children. (NAEYC 4; PDE II.B.1)
2. Demonstrate a variety of methods and strategies to help young children acquire literacy including word-level instruction and text-level comprehension. (NAEYC 4; PDE II.B.2,3,5)
3. Analyze criteria needed for assessment of young children’s  literacy. (NAEYC 4; PDE II.B.6)
4. Complete integrated and/or theme-related lesson plans.
                                 (NAEYC 4; PDE II.B.5)
5.  Identify appropriate sources of, and uses for, literature for young 
 children while making reading and writing connections. (NAEYC 4;    

 PDE II.B.4)
6. Differentiate instruction to meet the needs of special populations, including English Language Learners in the regular classroom. (NAEYC 4; PDE II.B.4)

B. Activities:

                          The student will: 
1. Complete written exams.
2. Explore and research methods and materials for helping young children acquire literacy.
3. Practice using a variety of reading assessment forms for literacy instruction.
4. Write lesson plans to teach literacy concepts:  reading in the content areas, and strategies for word-level instruction, reading comprehension, writing, and speaking.
5. Complete a group project that involves integration of Language Arts with other curricular areas.
6. Complete word-level instruction or text-level comprehension activities using children’s books
7. Create differentiated and adapted lessons and activities to address the needs of all learners.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:         (45 hours)
1. Literacy:  Definitions, History, Research
                     (3 hours)
2. Methods and Strategies for Literacy Acquisition                  (15 hours)

3. Measuring and Assessing Literacy                                          (6 hours)
4. Planning  and Materials for a Literate Environment                (9 hours)
5. Reading Across the Curriculum                                               (6 hours)
6. Children’s Literature                                                                (3 hours)
7. Diversity, Special Populations, and Multiple Intelligences     (3 hours)
D. Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbook:
      Stone, R. (2008). Best practices for teaching reading: What   

      award-winning classroom teachers do. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
2. Other materials: none

3. Bibliographic support:

   Barone, D. B., Mallette, M. H.  & Xu, S. H. (2004). Teaching early   

   literacy: Development, assessment, and instruction.  New York, NY:       

   Guilford Publications, Inc.
   Barone, D. M. & Morrow, L. M. (Eds.) (2003). Literacy and young 


   children. New York, NY:  Guilford Publications, Inc.

   Boyd, F. B. & Brock, C. H. (2004). Multicultural and multilingual    

   literacy and language.  New York, NY:  Guilford Publications, Inc.
   Campbell, R. (1998).  Facilitating preschool literacy. Newark, DE:

   International Reading Association.
   Cole, Ardith D. (2003). Knee to knee, eye to eye: Circling in on 
   comprehension. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
   Cole, Ardith D. (2004). When reading begins: The teacher’s role in 
   decoding comprehension, and fluency. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
   Cooper, J.D. & Kiger, J.D. (2008). Literacy.  Helping students    

   construct meaning.  Boston, MA:  Houghton Mifflin Co.  
   Elkind, D. (1981). The hurried child. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley. 

   Farris, P. J., Fuhler, C. J., & Walther, M. P. (2004). Teaching  

   reading.  A balanced approach to today’s classrooms.  New York,  

   NY:  McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. 
   Fisher, B. Medvic, E.F. (2003). For reading out loud: Planning and   

   practice. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
   Giorgis, C. & Glazer, J.I. (2008). Literature for young children:    

   Supporting emergent literacy, ages 0-8. Upper Saddle River, NJ:   

   Prentice Hall.
   Martens, P. (1996). I already know how to read: A child’s view   

   of literacy. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

   Neuman, S. B. & Dickinson, D. K. (2002). Handbook of early   

   literacy research.  New York, NY:  Guilford Publications, Inc.
   Pence, K.L. (Ed.) (2007). Assessment in emergent literacy. San   

   Diego, CA: Plural Publishing, Inc.

   Pinnell, G.S. & Fountas, I.C. (2002). Leveled books for readers   

   grades 3-6. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

   Rathvon, N. (2004). Early reading assessment:  A practitioner’s   

   handbook.  New York, NY:  Guilford Publications, Inc.
   Routman, R. (2003). Reading essentials: The specifics you need   

   to teach reading well. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

   Stickland, D. & Schickedanz, J. (2004). Learning about print in 
   preschool:  Working with letter, words, and beginning links with   

   phonemic awareness.  Newark, DE:  International Reading   

  Association.
   Stone, R. (2008). Best practices for teaching reading: What   

   award-winning classroom teachers do. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
   Venn, E. C. & Jahn, M.D. (2004). Teaching and learning in   

   preschool: Using individually appropriate practices in early    

  childhood literacy.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.
   Vukelich, C. & Christie, J. (2004).  Building a foundation for  

   preschool literacy:  Effective instruction for children’s reading and  

   writing development. Newark, DE:  International Reading  

   Association.

IV. Standards and Assessment

Standards:

         Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be  

         based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such 
         means as exams, weekly assignments, major projects, and field placements.
V.  Rationale and Impact:

A. This new course is designed to meet the new Pennsylvania Department  

of Education (PDE) Chapter 49-2 changes.
   B. This course is required of all Early Childhood Education majors.

   C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or  

        departments.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There may be additional cost or additional faculty required as this is a new course.
B. This course will be offered every year.

