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LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

College of Education and Human Services
Assessment & Evaluation in Early Childhood Education 
ECED 325
I. Introductory Information: 

A. Department:   Special Education/Early Childhood
B. Catalog Number:  ECED 325
C. Course Title: Assessment & Evaluation  in Early Childhood Education
D. Credits:  3 
E. Clock Hours:  3
F. Overlays:  None
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Must meet candidacy requirements.
II. Description of the course:
A. Catalog Description:
 Designed to address the acquisition of knowledge and skills related to the development, as well as the interpretation, of assessments used in Early Childhood classrooms.
B. Comprehensive Description:
      The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for       
      Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), the National Association  

      for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), and the Interstate New 
      Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC) Standards and 
      National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers (NETS-T).  
III. Exposition:
A. Objectives:  

Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Define assessment and evaluation for educational purposes  

      (PDE IID, NAEYC 3, INTASC 3K, 8A, 8B).
2. Discuss theoretical frameworks surrounding the development of 
                  assessment measures and tools (INTASC 8B, 8C).
3. Identify forms of assessment and their uses (PDE ID, INTASC 8A).
4. Recognize and use proper terminology (INTASC 8).
5. Investigate a variety of standardized assessment tools                           (NAEYC 3).
6. Construct reliable tests (including pre- and post-assessments) that        result  in valid score-based inferences across all levels of the three learning domains using a variety of resources, including technology (NAEYC 4, PDE IIC, INTASC 8B, 8D, 8E, 8J, NETS-T4).
7. Analyze assessment results (including self-assessment) using                         appropriate resources, including technology (NAEYC 4, PDE IIC, INTASC 8G, 8H, 8I, NETS-T 4).
8. Interpret and communicate classroom outcomes, as well as standardized test results, used for decision-making with the appropriate audience (NAEYC 5, PDE IIID, INTASC 8A, 8G, 8K, NETS-T 4).
9.  Discuss ethics, cultural diversity and English Language Learners as they impact assessment and evaluation (NAEYC 5, PDE IIIB, INTASC 8F).

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Course lecture material will explore assessment and evaluation as it  

      pertains to primary-aged children.
2.  Students take two written exams based on lectures and required  

       readings.
3. Students will participate in class discussion regarding theoretical  

      frameworks of assessment.
4. Students will use appropriate terminology involving assessment and     

      evaluation.
5. Students will examine and critique standardized assessment tools.
6. The students will create and use several assessment tools.
7. Students will write an analysis of the results of the assessments they        used.
8. Students are expected to attend class.  
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:
Definitions of assessment and evaluation


3 hours
Theoretical frameworks of assessment


3 hours
Forms of assessment                          



8 hours
 

Terminology

                 



3 hours
                        Standardized tests





3 hours

Reliability, validity
 

                        
3 hours
Assessment creation





6 hours
Analysis, evaluation, and communication


6 hours


Impact on instruction





4 hours


Ethics, diversity, culture, and language


6 hours
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IV. Standards and Assessment

Standards:

Student learning outcomes will be based on exams, activities, and assessment plans.  Rubrics will be used to grade performance-based activities. 

V. Rationale and Impact:

A. The course is designed for preservice teachers of primary-aged children.  This course is required for all Early Childhood majors.  It provides essential information on the assessment and evaluation of young children.  The current trend of standards-based assessment and testing has prompted the need for preservice teachers to demonstrate proficiency in assessment creation and interpretation.  
B. This course is required of all Early Childhood majors.

C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments. 
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. Current staff within the Early Childhood program has the required  

       knowledge and skills to teach this course.  It will be taught within load.
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