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ECED 432 Language Arts and Reading for Early Childhood

I. Introductory Information

   (A) Department Name: Special Education and Early Childhood Education
   (B) Department Catalog Number:  ECED 432
   (C) Course Title:  Language Arts and Reading for Early Childhood
        (D) Semester Hours of Credit:  3
   (E) Clock Hours Per Week:  3 

(F) Overlays:  EE
   (G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Successful completion of all  

       Teacher Education requirements for entrance into the Professional Semester.
II. Description of the Course     
A. Catalog description:
Designed to examine the content and methods of language arts and reading for young children in an academic setting. 
B. Comprehensive Description
This course is designed to meet standards for the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), and the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).

III: Exposition

A. Objectives: 
        Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Acquire an historical perspective of the teaching of reading. (NAEYC 4, PDE II.B,               INTASC 1)
2. Evaluate major approaches for the teaching of reading and writing. (NAEYC 4,  

      PDEII.B.5, INTASC 4)
3. Use a variety of methods for promoting fluency and comprehension in reading. (NAEYC 4, PDE II.B.5, INTASC 4)

4. Utilize appropriate materials for enhancing literacy.(NAEYC  4, PDE II.B.5, INTASC 4)
5. Create lesson plans with assessments and activities that include strategies, skills, and models for appropriate implementation of literacy instruction. (NAEYC 4, PDE

      II.B.5, INTASC 4)

6. Differentiate instruction based on individual need as determined through   

assessment and evaluation of reading abilities. (NAEYC 4, PDE

II.B.6, INTASC 4)

B. Activities and Requirements:  
1.  Attend class, participate in class discussions, and complete all assigned readings.
2.  Take written exams.
3.  Create decoding and comprehension activities using student-made materials.
4.  Create a comprehensive reading guide that contains examples of a wide array of 

                         literacy materials currently available for teaching reading.

5.  Write lesson plans to use in a preprimary and primary setting.  
6.  Write at least one differentiated lesson plan for teaching reading to a primary-aged

                         student.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



  (45 hours)
1. The Teaching of Reading:  History and Overview



(3 hours)


 
2. Instructional Strategies and Approaches



          (15 hours)
 
3. Methods for Promoting Fluency and Comprehension
                     (12 hours)


 
4. Materials for Literacy Enhancement  
                                             (3 hours)

5. Planning, Assessment and Evaluation in Language Arts                           (9 hours)
6. Diversity, Inclusion, and Differentiation                                                   (3 hours)
D. Materials and Bibliography
1. Suggested textbook: 
Farris, P.J, Fuhler, C.J., & Walther, M.P. (2005). Teaching reading: A balanced     approach for today’s classrooms. Boston, MA: McGraw Hill.
                    2. Other materials  None.
   3. Bibliographic support: 
Athans, S. K. & Devine, D. A. (2008).  Quality comprehension:  A strategic model of reading instruction using read-along guides, grades 3 – 6. Newark, DE: International Reading Association.

Barone, D.B. & Morrow, L. M. (Eds.) (2003). Literacy and young children: Research-based practices. New York, NY:  Guilford Press.

Christie, J.F., Enz, B., & Vukelicj, C.  (2003). Teaching language and literacy:  Preschool through the elementary grades. (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.
Caldwell, J. S. & Leslie, L. (2008).  Intervention strategies to follow informal reading inventory assessment: So what do I do now? Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
Ditzel, R. J. (2000).  Great beginnings:  Creating literacy-rich kindergarten programs.  York, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.  

Fields, M. V. & Spangler, K. L. (2000). Let’s begin reading right: Developmentally appropriate beginning literacy. (4th ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc.  

Fountas, I. & G. S. Pinnell. (1996). Guided reading:  Good first teaching for all children.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann.  

Freeman, Y. S. (2008).  Academic language for English language learners and struggling readers.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann.
Hoyt, L. (2008).  Revisit, reflect, and retell: Time-tested strategies for teaching reading comprehension.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann.
Klinger, J., & Vaughn, S. (2007). Teaching reading comprehension to students with learning difficulties.  New York:  Guilford Press.
Morrow, L. M. & Gambrell, L. B.  (2004) Using children’s literature in preschool: Comprehending and enjoying books.  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Resnick, L. B. & Snow, C. E. (2009).  Speaking and listening for preschool through third grade. Newark, DE:  International Reading Association. 
Stead, T. (2008).  Reality checks: Reading comprehension with nonfiction K-5.  York, ME:  Stenhouse Publishers.

White, N. L., Anderson, N. L., & Carrico, H. (2008).  Developing literacy lessons: Connecting assessment and instruction.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc.

IV. Standards  
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, major projects, and field placements.

V.  Rationale and Impact 

1. This course has been revised to meet accreditation standards for PDE and NCATE.
2. This course is required of Early Childhood Education Majors.
3. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis  

1. There may be additional costs or additional faculty required as a result of the changes made in this course.
2.  This course will be offered every semester.
VII. Date approved by University president  
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