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I.
Introductory Information

(A)
Department Name:
Special Education and Early Childhood Education
(B)
Departmental Catalog Number:
SPEC 105
(C)
Course Title:
Foundations of Special Education
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:   3

(F)
Overlays:  MC  
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  None
II.  Description of the Course:
A. Catalogue Description:

       Addresses the definitions, characteristics, etiologies, educational and transitional  

       needs of, and interventions and strategies for, diverse learners and individuals with 
       exceptional learning needs (ELN) through a life span approach.  

B. Comprehensive Description:
      Designed to address the definitions, characteristics, etiologies, educational and  

      transitional needs of, and interventions and strategies for, diverse learners and 

      individuals with exceptional learning needs (ELN) through a life span approach.  The 

      content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children   

      (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), and the 

      Independence Curriculum (IC).

III.
Exposition

A. Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Examine historical foundations, classic studies, major contributors, models, theories, and philosophies as well as major legislation, current issues, policies and ethical principles that form the basis for special education practice. (CC1K1, CC1K2, GC1K3, IC1K2)

2. Examine the rights and responsibilities of students, parents, teachers, and other professionals, and schools related to exceptional learning needs. (CC1K4)

3. Discuss definitions and issues related to the prevalence of, the identification of, and continuum of placements and services for individuals with ELN, including those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. (CC1K5, GC1K1, IC1K1, GC1K5, IC1K4)

4. Examine the common etiologies and impact of exceptional learning needs, sensory impairments, physical impairments and health disabilities on the education of and experience for individuals, their families and society.  (GC2K2, IC2K2, GC2K5)

5. Identify the psychological and social-emotional characteristics of individuals with disabilities and the effects an exceptional condition(s) can have on an individual’s life including barriers to accessibility and acceptance.  (CC3K1, GC2K4, IC2K4, GC5K1, IC5K2)

6. Contrast similarities and differences among individuals with exceptional learning needs, and between individuals with and without ELN.  (CC2K5, CC2K6)

7. Compare typical and atypical human growth and development and describe educational implications of characteristics of various exceptionalities. (CC2K1, CC2K2)

8. Describe models and theories of deviance and behavior problems. (GC1K2)
9. Explain components of comprehensive, longitudinal individualized educational programs that include the identification of supports needed for integration into various program placements.  (CC5S3, CC7S2)

10. Identify principles of normalization and the concept of least restrictive environment.  (GC1K8, IC1K6)

11. Identify the demands of learning environments.  (CC5K1)

12. Describe various prevention and intervention strategies for individuals at-risk for a disability.  (GC4K4, IC4K2)

13. Relate levels of support to the needs of the individual.  (GC3S1, IC3S1)

14. Identify the types and transmission routes of infectious disease and the employment of Universal Precautions.  (CC5S16, GC2K6, IC2K5)

15. Identify sources of specialized materials, curricula, and resources for individuals with disabilities.  (GC4K1, IC4K1)

16. Discuss various teaching strategies, including the integration of student initiated learning experiences into ongoing instruction, and the preparation for and taking of tests.   (GC4K2, GC4K3, IC4K5)

17. Describe the relationship of special education to the organization and function of educational agencies. (CC1K3)
18. Explain the collaborative and/or consultative role of the special education teacher and design strategies for working with school personnel and community members in the integration or reintegration of individuals with disabilities and exceptional learning needs into various settings.  (GC10K2, CC10S6)

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend class and participate in class discussions, cooperative group work, and assignments

2. Complete all assigned readings and written assignments
3. Complete quizzes and exams
4. Participate in peer teaching demonstrations, lesson planning, and assessment development
5. Complete internet research project
6. Complete practical experience: 10 hours observation in special education settings
7. Complete written or oral reflective reports of practical observations
C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:


(45 hours)
1. Foundations






 (9 hours)
a. Historical Perspectives

b. Theories and Philosophies 







c. Current Issues and Policies

d. Ethical Principles

e. Litigation and Legislation
f. Right and Responsibilities

2. Prevalence, Identification, Etiology, Characteristics

(18 hours)


       and Impact of Exceptionality Including Universal Precautions


a. Cultural and Linguistic Differences

b. Learning Disabilities
c. Speech and Language Impairments

d. Mental Retardation

e. Gifted and Talented

f. Emotional or Behavioral Impairments

g. Orthopedic Impairments

h. Other Health Impairments

i. Deafness and Hard of Hearing

j. Visual Impairments

k. Autistic Spectrum Disorders

l. Low Incidence Disorders


i.   Multiple Disabilities


ii.  Deaf-Blindness

iii. Traumatic Brain Injuries

3. Individualized Education Programs, Placements, Models,          (6 hours)
          and Learning Environments





4.    Preventions, Interventions and Strategies


  (9 hours)


a.  Early Childhood Education


b.  Elementary Education


c.  Secondary Secondary Education

5.    Collaboration 





            (3 hours)


a.  Other Professionals




      
b.  Families
D.
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IV.
Standards  
Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams.

V.
Rationale and Impact
A. This course was revised to reflect current Standards for the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) and is in response to aggregated assessment data analyzed by program faculty. 
B. The course is required of all students pursuing Special Education Certification. 
C.
This course will have no impact on other departments. 
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis
A. There will be no additional costs or staff required because it is an update of an existing course SPEC 105.
B. This course is offered each semester.
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