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I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood Education

(B) Department Catalog Number:  SPEC202
(C) Course Title: Cultural and Linguistic Diversity in Education
(D) Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E) Clock Hours per Week:  3

(F) Overlays: None
(G) Restrictions: None

II. Description of the Course
  

An introduction to multicultural and global education as a concept. Students will examine personal awareness and attitudes, cultural knowledge, instructional strategies, and curricular resources impacting PreK-12.  Consideration will be given to the instructional needs of English Language Learners (ELL) and effective teaching/learning theories, approaches, research results, and public policies that pertain to diverse learners.
III. Exposition

A.  Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Describe the way specific cultures are negatively stereotyped. (CC1K5) 

2. Identify the implications of personal cultural biases and differences that affect one’s teaching. (CC9K1)
3. Analyze factors that influence overrepresentation of culturally and linguistically diverse students in programs for individuals with disabilities and describe the way specific cultures are negatively stereotyped. (CC5K7,GC1K7) 
4. Describe the characteristics and effects of cultural and environmental milieu of the individual with exceptional learning needs and the family. (CC2K3)
5. Analyze the impact of the dominant culture on shaping schools and the individuals who study and work in them. (CC1K9)
6. Explain issues related to definition and identification of individuals from  culturally and linguistically diverse background. (CC1K5,CC5K7,GC1K7)
7. Discuss historical points of view and contribution of culturally diverse groups. (CC1K8)
8. Analyze and synthesize the historical foundations, classic studies, major contributors, major legislation, and current issues related to knowledge and practice. (GC1K3,IC1K3)
9. Analyze and synthesize the variations in beliefs, traditions, and values across and within cultures and their effects on relationships among individuals with exceptional learning needs, family, and schooling. (CC3K3)
10. Evaluate the effects of cultural and linguistic differences on growth and development. (CC6K1)

11. Analyze the issues, assurances and due process rights related to assessment, eligibility, and placement within a continuum of services. (CC1K6)
12. Explain cultural perspectives influencing the relationships among families, schools, communities as related to instruction. (CC3K4)
13. Apply culturally responsive factors that promote effective communication and collaboration with exceptional learning needs, families, school personnel, and community members. (CC10K4)

14. Describe language systems, structures, functions, and variations

15. Explain the process of acquiring multiple languages and literacy skills, including the general stages of language development

16. Contrast social language and academic language.

17. Describe and analyze the characteristics of one’s own culture and use of language and the ways in which these can differ from other cultures and uses of language. (CC6K2)
18. Compare and contrast the potential impact of differences in values, languages, and customs that can exist between home and school. (CC1K10) 
19. Explain ways of behaving and communicating among cultures that can lead to misinterpretation and misunderstanding. (CC6K3)

20. Describe differing ways of learning of individuals from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and strategies for addressing these differences. (CC3K5)
21. Create learning environments that allow individuals to retain and appreciate their own and each others’ respective language and cultural heritage. (CC5K8)
22. Identify bias in instructional materials and provide adaptations for instruction, materials, and assessments.
23. Evaluate and apply strategies for preparing individuals to live harmoniously and productively in a culturally diverse world. (CC5K7)

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Participate in class discussion and activities; complete all assigned case studies and readings.

2. Complete written responses on section tests and final examination.

3. Complete practical experience of 10 hours in a culturally/linguistically diverse setting and write a report aligning with the INTASC and ELP standards. 
4. Develop and participate in a group demonstration of cultural and linguistic learning strategies that are research based.

5. Complete assigned projects such as a multicultural strategies file.
      C.
 Major Units and Time Allotted:               (45 hours)                         
1. Cultural Diversity in America’s Schools with                              (12 hours)


Respect to Social Class, Race, Religion, Gender, 



Sexual Orientation, Age, Language and Disability.                             
a. Stereotypes and bias



  b. Overrepresentation

                        c. School environments

                d. Dominant culture influences
2. Diverse Students with Exceptional Learning Needs                     (9 hours)
a. Identify and define population

b. Historical foundations

c. Impact of differences on personal growth and relationships

d. Educational rights of the exceptional students

e. Impact of differences on instruction

f. Collaboration with diverse families
3.   
Linguistic Diversity                                                                      (24 hours)                                                                           
a. Theories of language acquisition

  b. Language systems, structures, and functions
              c. Social and academic language differences

d. Impact and challenges created by language differences

e. Differences in learning styles of linguistically diverse learners

f. Positive environments to support language differences
g. Bias in materials, instruction, and assessment

h. Instructional strategies

D. Materials and Bibliography:

                       1.  Suggested Textbooks: 


Gollnick, D. M. & Chinn, P. C. (2006). Multicultural education in a pluralistic society (7th ed.). Columbus, OH: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Kozol, J.  (1995). Amazing Grace: The lives of children and the conscience of a nation. New York, NY: Harper Perennial Co.

Pennsylvania Department of Education. (2005). Language proficiency standards for English language learners: PreK-12. Harrisburg, PA.

2.  Bibliographic Support:

Banks, J. A., & McGee Banks, C. A. (2007). Multicultural education: issues and perspectives. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons.

Beck, V., & Melendez, W. R. (2007). Teaching young children in the multicultural classrooms: issues, concepts and strategies. Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning. Pearson Education.

Diaz-Rico, L.T. (2008). Strategies for Teaching English Learners (2nd end). New York, NY:  Pearson Education.

Dias-Rico, L.T. & Weed, K.Z (2006). The Cross cultural, Language, and Academic Development Handbook: a complete K-12 reference guide (3rd end). New York, NY: Pearson Education.

Faltis, C. (2006). Teaching English language learners in elementary school communities: A join fostering approach. Upper Saddle River, NY: Pearson Education.

Gonzalez, V., Yawkey, T., & Minaya-Rowe, L. (2006). English-as-a-second-language (ESL) teaching and learning: pre-K-12 classroom applications for students’ academic achievement and development. Boston, MA: Pearson Education

Hadaway, Nancy, Vardell, Sylvia, & Young. (2004). What every teacher should know about english language learners. Boston, MA: Pearson Education.

KidSafety of America (2006). Mandated reporting: Advocacy, process, the aftermath- a comprehensive staff training video program on child abuse reporting. Produced in Association with L.A. County Division of Children and family Services, New Jersey Division of Youth and family services, Prevent Child Abuse America, Children’s Institute, Inc.

Ramirez, L. (2006). Voices of diversity: stories, activities, and resources for the multicultural Classroom. New York, NY: Pearson Education.

Rico, L., & Balderrama, M. (2006). Teaching performance expectations: Educating english partners. Boston, MA: Pearson Education.

Rico, L., & Weed, K. (2006). The cross-cultural, language, and academic developmental handbook: a complete K-12 reference guide. Boston, MA: Pearson Education. 

Walter, T (2004). Teaching English Language Learners: The How-To Handbook. New York, NY: Pearson Education.
IV.
Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams.
V.
Rationale and Impact

A. This course revision is necessary in order to meet the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Standards, the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and PA Chapter 49-2 Certification Guidelines for all Teacher Education Programs.  It is a modification of an existing course (SPEC 101).  Because additional content and rigor have been added to the SPEC 101 course, this offering is now more appropriate for a 200 level course. 
B. The course is designed for, and required of, all students pursuing Special Education Certification.  This is a recommended course for students pursuing Teacher Certification in any area.
C. This course may impact on other teacher certification programs.  All teacher certification programs must meet Chapter 49-2 Guidelines.
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A.  There may be additional costs or staff required.

B. This course is offered each semester.

VII.
Date Approved by University president
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