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I.
Introductory Information


(A)
Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood 
Education

(B)  Department Catalog Number: SPEC 212

(C)  Course Title:
Low Incidence Disabilities Support

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit: 3


(E)
Clock Hours Per Week: 3

(F)
Overlays:
None

(G) Restrictions:  Prerequisites: SPEC 105 Foundations of Special Education or
     Permission of Instructor

II.
Description of the Course

Examines the conceptual base, educational programming and curricular options for persons with moderate to severe disabilities. The relationship of sensori-motor development between classroom environments and adaptations will be examined in depth.  Attention will be given to assessment, determination of goals, person-centered planning and the family-system approach.  
B. Comprehensive Description:
The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children  (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the Independence Curriculum (IC), and the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III. Exposition


A.
Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  Describe the relevancy of educational and therapeutic methodology in improvement of the quality of life of people with moderate and severe disabilities. (IC2K3)
2.  Identify the impact of  medical issues on intellectual disabilities and the implication for learning in connection with current laws and school district policies. (IC1K5, PDE IA6)
3.  Design a classroom health plan, individual health care plan and positioning plan for a student with multiple needs. (IC5S7, IC5K1, IC2K5)
4.  Differentiate the effects of medications on persons with disabling conditions. (CC2K7)
5.  Construct, implement and evaluate a task-analysis used to teach a daily living routine in school, home and community settings. (CC7S5, IC7S2)
6.  Demonstrate appropriate body mechanics for physical management techniques including handling, positioning, transferring and lifting, enhancing range of motion to promote positive interaction, and enhancing participation by all students. (IC5S8, IC5S9)
7.
Design individual and group activities that enhance language acquisition, choice making, social interaction and sensory stimulation. (IC5S11, IC7S8)
8.  Assess the impact of person-centered planning and self-determination for individuals with moderate to severe disabilities and describe activities to develop self-determination and self-advocacy competencies. (IC5S11, IC7S8, PDE VIIIJ)
9.  Analyze the embedded functional curriculum approach in the general education curriculum, utilizing the Individualized Educational Program, state standards and natural supports in a public school setting. (CC7S1)
10.   Explain the impact of multiple disabilities on auditory processing, language acquisition and communication. (IC3K2)  

11.   Identify specialized materials and adaptations for persons in classrooms for life skills and multiple disabilities. (GC4K1, IC4S2, IC4K1, IC5K3)
12.  Describe curriculum with research supported instructional programs that include prompts, natural supports, multisensory materials, concrete/manipulative techniques and differential feedback (PDE IC2). 
13.  
Explain transition-related legislation in fields of special education and vocational education, rehabilitation, labor, and civil rights (PDEVIIIA)
14.  Locate and utilize sources of unique services, networks, and organizations, including those that offer community recreational experiences, for individuals with moderate and severe disabilities. (GC9K1, IC9K1)

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.   Attend class and participate in class discussions and small group activities.
2.  Complete all assigned readings.
3.  Complete written responses on exams.
4.  Complete written report of a participation project.
5.  Write a weekly schedule for a classroom of children with low incidence disabilities.
6. Conduct an oral interview and complete a written/oral presentation.
7.   Complete a written report of a wheelchair simulation experience.
8. Complete a 20-hour participation project integrating school, home and community instructional experiences.
9. Plan and participate in community recreational experiences for persons with moderate and severe disabilities.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:


   (45 hours)
1.  Conceptual Basis of Low Incidence Disabilities   

       (12 hours)



a.   Definitions



b.   Etiologies


c.   Characteristic Profiles


d.   Current Trends and Issues in Legislation

2.    Educational and Personal Programming and Decisions



a. Person-Centered Planning



        (4 hours)

                             



b. The Collaborative Team




c. Families




d. Societal Support





e. Quality of Life Indictors





f. Health Issues
3. Principles of Sensory-Motor Development


           (15 hours)




a. Normal and Abnormal Motor Development



b. Reflexes




c. Cerebral Palsy and Tone Management



d. Classroom Adaptations and Organization




e. Handling and Positioning of People and Equipment



f. Adaptations 



g. Implications for Activities of Daily Living

4. Curriculum, Models, and Strategies



           (14 hours)







a. Ecological Inventories



b. Embedded Functional Curriculum in General Education



c. State Standards and IEP Development



d. Alternative Assessment



e. Prompting



f. Task Analysis



g. Errorless Learning



h. Community Based Instruction


D. 
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbook:

Orelove, F.P., Sobsey, D. & Silberman, R.K. (2004). Educating children with  

     multiple disabilities (4th Ed.). Baltimore: Brookes Publishing Company.
2.  Bibliographic Support:

Batshaw, M.L. (2002). Children with disabilities. (5th ed.). Baltimore: Brookes    Publishing Company.
Bigge, J. & Best, S. (2001). Teaching individuals with physical, health or       multiple disabilities. (4th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
Browder, D. (2000). Curriculum and assessment for students with severe disabilities. New York: Gilford Press.
Downing, J.E. (2002).  Including students with severe and multiple disabilities in typical classrooms: Practical strategies for teachers. (2nd ed.). Baltimore: 



  Brookes Publishing Company.
Friend, M. & Bursuck, W.D. (2006).   Including students with special needs: A practical guide for classroom teacher. (4th ed.) Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Nolet, V. & McLaughin, M.J. (2000). Accessing the general curriculum: Including students with disabilities in standards-based reform. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Rainforth, B. & York, J. (2000). Collaborative teams for students with severe disabilities: Integrating therapy and educational services. Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes.
Snell, M.E. & Brown, F. (2000).  Instruction of students with severe disabilities. Columbus, Ohio: Merrill.

Turnbull, R., Turnbull, A., Shank, M. & Leal, D. (2002). Exceptional lives: Special education in today’s schools (3rd ed.).Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall.

Westling, D.L. & Fox, L. (2000) Teaching students with severe disabilities (2nd ed.).Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill.
III. Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments, and exams.
V.    Rationale and Impact

  A.   The revisions to this course are necessary to meet program standards outlined by the Council for Exceptional Children and guidelines set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  This course combines the content of two existing courses, SPEC 210 and SPEC 225.
   B.
 This is a required course for students pursuing Special Education Certification.


   C.  This course should have no impact on other departments.

VI.
 Cost and Staff Analysis


 A.   There will be no additional costs or staff required.


 B.   This course is offered each semester.

VII.  Date Approved by University president:

      _______________________________          ___________________

         Signature of the President



Date
