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I.
Introductory Information

(A)
Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood 




   Education

(B)
Departmental Catalog Number:  SPEC 215
(C)
Course Title:
High Incidence Disabilities Support
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3
(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:  3
(F)
Overlays:  None
(G) Restrictions:  Prerequisites: SPEC 105 Foundations of Special 



Education or Permission of Instructor
II.  Description of the Course


A. Catalogue Description:

A comprehensive examination of individuals with mild disabilities (high incidence) and the accommodations /adaptations necessary for their success.  Specifically addresses parameters of mild disabilities, theories of learning, learning styles, educational accommodations, instructional strategies, and organizations that serve this population.  

B. Comprehensive Description:

The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the Independence Curriculum (IC), the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III.
Exposition
A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to do the following:

1.
Explain the eligibility standards of high incidence cognitive disabilities in terms of identification criteria, definitions, labeling issues, learning characteristics, current incidence and prevalence figures. (GC1K1)
2.
Describe the role(s) the medical field has in diagnosing high incidence disabilities. (CC2K7)
3.
Identify, discuss and compare the significant philosophies, theories, contributors, issues, and trends in the support of individuals with high incidence disabilities. (CC1K1)

4.
Delineate how individuals acquire and process information. (CC1K1)
5.
Examine learning environments that facilitate encoding, storage and retrieval of knowledge and information for memory, attention, perception, action and problem solving. (CC5S4)
6. 
Apply concepts of human development to education and learning regarding attention, memory, conceptual knowledge and its formation, reasoning, decision-making, problem-solving, executive functioning, principles and mechanisms of development, intelligence, action, and motor control. (CC2K1)
7.
Articulate current and future issues and trends pertaining to individuals with high incidence disabilities through the use of recent research studies. (CC2K2)

8.
Define and analyze instructional settings and the role of the learning support teacher in the delivery of service to students with high incidence disabilities. (CC5K3)
9.
Synthesize teaching strategies, curriculum modifications, materials, test-taking strategies, study skills, and curriculum modifications to improve skills in spoken or written language, reading, arithmetic, social-emotional development, and perceptual-motor development. (CC3K5; CC4S1; CC4S2; CC4S3; CC4S4; CC4S5; CC4S6; GC4K1; GC4K2; GC4K3; GC4K5; GC4K6; GC4K7; GC4S3; GC4S15; CC5K3; CC7S1; GC7K4)
10.
Discuss the parameters of major items of litigation and legislation relating to the education of students with high incidence disabilities. (CC1K2)

C.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Attend class and participate in class discussions, activities and assignments.

2.   
Complete all assigned readings.

3. Complete written unit tests.

4. Present a teaching strategy session orally.

5. Complete a 20 hour participation project in an educational setting which provides for students with high incidence disabilities.

D.
Major Units and Time Allotted:
    
   (45 hours)
1.
Outline important  concepts of High Incidence
         (9 hours)



Disabilities including:
a. Definitions of mild mental retardation (MR); 

specific learning disability (SLD); 

emotional disturbance (ED)


b.   Special education placement criteria 


c.   Learning characteristics of students with MR, 


SLD and ED

d. Current incidence and prevalence figures for 
    
students with MR, SLD and ED

2.
Identify major theories of learning and current 
         (6 hours)

issues regarding students with High Incidence 

Disabilities such as:


a.   Piaget’s Developmental Theory


b.   Brain-based learning


c.   Behaviorism


d.   Vygotsky’s Theory of Social Interaction 


e.   Legal Issues
3.
List developmental and academic concerns of
       (12 hours)




High Incidence Disabilities including: 

a. Medical issues

b. Acquiring and processing information

c. High stakes testing

d. Traditional and inclusionary placement options

e. Transition after graduation from high school

4.
Determine appropriate teaching/instructional
       (18 hours)

strategies and accommodations
a.    Direct instruction

b.    Strategies intervention / learning strategies

c.    Organizational skills

d.    Test-taking skills
E.
Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbook:  
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Fuchs, D., Mock, D., Morgan, P., & Young, C. (2003). Responsiveness-to-interventions: Definitions, evidence, and implications for the learning disabilities construct. Learning Disabilities Research and Practice, 18 (3), 167-171.

Henly, M., Ramsey, S., & Algozzine, F.  (2002).  Characteristics of strategies for teaching students with mild disabilities (4th ed.).  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon, Inc.

Mastropieri, M. & Scruggs, T. (2006). The inclusive classroom strategies for effective instruction.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson, Prentice Hall.

Miller, P.  (2002).  Validated practices for teaching students with diverse needs and abilities.  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon, Inc.
Smith, D. (2007).  Introduction to special education: Making a difference (6th ed.).  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon, Inc.
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IV.
Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams. 

V.
Rationale and Impact

A.
This course revision was developed, and a name change requested to reflect standards outlined by CEC and PDE, and is in response to aggregated assessment data.

B.
The course is designed for, and required of, all students pursuing Special Education Certification or a Minor in Special Education.
C.
This is the revision of an existing course (SPEC 215) and will have no impact on other departments.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis: None
VII.
Date Approved by University president

_____________________________ 

__________________________

Signature of the President 




Date                                                  

