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I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood
(B) Department Catalog Number:  SPEC 300
(C) Course Title: Communication Disorders and Assistive Technology
(D) Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E) Clock Hours Per Week:  3

(F) Overlays:  None

(G) Restrictions: Must have attained candidacy in Teacher Education and completed SPEC 105 or SPEC 204
II. Description of the Course
A. Catalogue Description:

      Reviews communication needs for individuals with disabilities.  Language development,  

      assistive technology and alternative communication systems will be explored.  The scope   

      of this course is intended to enable students to become familiar with assessment and 

      intervention strategies for students with communication disorders.  

B. Comprehensive Description:
The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children               

(CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), and the  

 Independence Curriculum (IC). 
III. Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Categorize the stages of normal language development (GC6K3).
2. Recall the major theories of normal language development (GC6K1).
3. Summarize how language development affects the social and educational environment of the child (GC6K2).
4. Differentiate the characteristics of normal, delayed and disordered communication patterns of individuals with exceptional learning needs (GC6K2; GC6K3).
5. Explain how delayed language development cognitively affects the developing child (GC6K1).
6. Analyze the major areas of communication disorders as related to special populations (GC2K2).
7. Differentiate the roles of each individual member of the transdisciplinary team in the identification, assessment and facilitation process for students with communication disorders (GC8S4).
8. Identify the current trends in the area of augmentative and alternative communication (CC6K3).
9. Differentiate the communication and social interaction alternatives for individuals who are non-speaking (CC6S1).
10. Recall reliable methods of response patterns of individuals who lack typical communication and performance abilities (GC8S4).
11. Evaluate specialized equipment as it relates to response modes of individuals with disabilities (CC6S2).
12. List of specialized materials, equipment and assistive technology for use with students with disabilities (CC6S2).
13. Explain basic operations of various equipment used in assistive and augmentative communication (GC5S2; GC6K2).
14. Assess the need for low-tech and high-tech alternative communication systems in the classroom environment (GC6S5).
B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Explore evidence- based strategies to teach children with communication disorders. 
2. Use instructional games in teaching language. 
3. Write Individualized Education Plan goals based on a case study of a child with

                        communication needs. 
4. Attend an assistive technology event.
5. Design a learning center and activity to teach about a specific assistive technology  

                        device.
6. Develop a technology plan for individual students.
7. Assist in the use of an alternative and/or augmentative communication.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



(45 hours)
1.  Language Development





(12 hours)
a. Stages of normal development

b. Major theories of language development

c. Impact of language on the developing child
                                             2.  Communication



(12 hours)
a. Characteristics of communication patterns 
                      across disabilities

b. Relationship of communication and learning 
                      in special education settings

3. The Educator’s Role






(9 hours)

a. Team approaches
b. Identification, assessment and facilitation roles
4. Assistive Technology and Augmentative



(12 hours)

Communication  

a. Low-tech devices
b. High tech devices
c. Functional assessment and response patterns
d. Technology plan
e. Sources for specialized materials
f. Operation and maintenance of equipment.
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IV.
Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams.

V Rationale and Impact

A. This course revision is necessary in order to meet the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Standards and the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and Pennsylvania Department Education (PDE) Chapter 49 requirements.

B. This is a required course for students pursing Special Education Certification.

C. This course will have no impact on other departments.

VI Cost and Staff Analysis:
A.
There will be no additional costs or staff required.

B. This course will be offered each semester.

VII
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