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I.
Introductory Information


(A)
Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood 
Education


(B)  Department Catalog Number: SPEC 338

(C)  Course Title:
Positive Behavior Supports

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit: 3


(E)
Clock Hours Per Week: 3

(F)
Overlays:
None

(G) Restrictions:  Prerequisites- SPEC 105  Foundations of Special Education or

     
SPEC 2-- Cognitive Development of Diverse Learners or Permission of Instructor

II.
Description of the Course

Designed to examine the etiology, assessment practices, and intervention strategies espoused by various theoretical perspectives for individuals with mild, moderate, and severe emotional behavior disorders.  Emphasis will be on the use of functional behavior assessment and various positive behavior support strategies that can be used in classrooms or related educational facilities.  
B. Comprehensive Description:
The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the Independence Curriculum (IC), the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III. Exposition


A.
Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Define and differentiate the etiology, diagnosis and interventions of various emotional/behavior disorders, including those that coexist with other disabilities, according to various theoretical perspectives:  biophysical, psychodynamic, psychoeducational, humanistic, ecological, and behavioral (IC1K8, GC2K1, IC2K1).

2. Analyze differing perceptions of deviance according to various social service         agencies (GC1K2).

3. Delineate and apply the goals and intervention strategies related to various theoretical models:  biophysical, psychodynamic, psychoeducational, humanistic, ecological, and behavioral (GC4S2).

4. Compare school based assessment practices and the processes involved in the diagnosis of students with emotional/behavioral disorders, including academic and social behaviors in accordance with the current Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM).

5. Evaluate the continuum of alternate placements and programs available to students with emotional/behavioral disorders in order to choose the least restrictive environment relevant to the needs of the individual (GC3S1, IC3S1).

6.   Locate sources of unique services, networks, and organizations for individuals with disabilities (GC9K1, IC9K1).

7.   Analyze and synthesize historical and current key events, policies, major contributors, ethical principles and landmark legislation that impact the knowledge base and practices in the field of emotional and behavioral disorders (CC1K2).

8.   Identify and be a consumer of professional organizations and professional



journals relevant to the field of emotional/behavioral disorders (GC9K2, IC9K2).
9.   Define and delineate major social characteristics of emotional/behavioral disorders recognizing age appropriate factors using current educational terminology and prevalence figures.

10. Monitor and identify critical variables such as teacher attitude, home  environment, instructional, instructional activities, and medications that positively or negatively influence the behavior of individuals with emotional and behavioral disorders (CC5K4, IC1K8).

11. Implement a functional behavior assessment to gain behavioral and ecological data used in assessing social behaviors (CC7S4).

12. Plan and implement individualized reinforcement systems and environmental modifications at levels equal to the intensity of the behavior (GC7S1, IC7S1).

13. Analyze the impact of the learner’s academic and social abilities, attitudes, interests, and values on instruction and career development (CC3K2).
14. Use a variety of nonaversive techniques to control targeted behavior and maintain attention of individuals with disabilities (GC4S9, IC4S3).

15. Define and use skills in problem solving and conflict resolution as proactive techniques of behavioral intervention.
16. Implement basic classroom management theories and strategies, including theory of reinforcement techniques, for individuals with exceptional learning needs (GC1K9, IC1K7, CC5K2).
17. Define realistic behavioral expectations and social skills needed in various educational settings and other environments (CC5K5, CC5S2).
18. Design, implement, and evaluate an instructional program that integrates academic instruction with behavior management techniques and that enhances social participation across environments (GC7K1, GC7S8, IC7S8).
19.  Synthesize the positive effects of a parent, teacher, and community agency team in supporting students with emotional/behavioral disorders.
20. Synthesize observation and assessment data to write an effective behavior  
   support plan which includes strategies for crisis prevention and intervention (CC5K6).
 

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.   Attend class and participate in class discussions and activities.
2.  Complete all assigned readings.
3.  Complete written/oral responses on quizzes, midterm, and final exam.
4.  Complete written report of practical project.
5.  Write a book review.
6. Complete a written report of a behavior modification project.
7.   Complete a written report of a functional behavior assessment.
8. Write a positive behavior support plan.
9. Complete a 20-hour participation project.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



(45 hours)
1.  Conceptual basis of emotional/behavior disorders           
       (12 hours)




a.   Definitions


b.  Theoretical models


c.   Etiology, assessment, intervention theories


d.   Continuum of placements and services

2.    Past and present concerns



 
         (3 hours)

     
a.   Historical perspectives

       
b.   Key contributors

       
c.   Legislation

      
d.   Professional organization


e.   Current issues and research

3.    Specific low and high incidence behavior disorders 

       (15 hours)


a.   Characteristics


b.   Etiology


c.   Interventions


d.   Prognosis

4. Behavior interventions and positive behavior 


       (15 hours)

       support strategies                                               





a.   Functional behavior assessment


b.   Intervention methods


c.   Proactive management


d.   Parent involvement


e.   Support services


f.   Positive behavior support plans


D. 
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbook:
Rosenberg, M. S., Wison, R., Maheardy, L. & Sindelar, P. T. ( 2004).  Educating  

     students with behavior disorders.  Boston, MA:  Pearson Education, Inc.

2. Bibliographic Support:

Cullinan, D. (2007). Students with emotional and behavioral disorders. Upper 
     Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Elksnin, L.K., & Elksnin, N. (2006). Teaching social-emotional skills at school  
     and home. Denver, CO: Love Publishing Co.
Guyer, B.P. (2000). ADAH: Achieving success in school and in life.  Needham 
     Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Kauffman, J.M. (2005). Cases in emotional and behavioral disorders of children 
     and youth. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Kauffman, J.M. (2005). Characteristics of emotional and behavioral disorders 
     of children and youth. Upper Saddle River, NJ. Pearson Education, Inc.

Schloss, P.J., Schloss, M.A., & Schloss, C.N. (2007). Instructional methods for 
     secondary students with learning and behavior problems. Boston, MA: 
     Pearson Education, Inc.

Wicks-Nelson, R., & Israel, A.C. (2000). Behavior disorders of childhood.  
     Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc. 

Yell,  M. L., Clyde K., & Sheila K. V.  (1995).  Puyallup school district:  The 
     courts, inclusion, and students with behavioral disorders.  Behavioral 
     disorders, 20(3), 179-189.  

IV. Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments, and exams.
V.    Rationale and Impact

  A.   This course is necessary to meet program standards outlined by the Council for   Exceptional Children and guidelines set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  This course replaces SPEC220 Emotional Support.
   B.
 This is a required course for students pursuing Special Education Certification.


   C.  This course should have no impact on other departments.

VI.
 Cost and Staff Analysis


 A.   There will be no additional costs or staff required.


 B.   This course is offered each semester.

VII. Date approved by University president:   


________________________________

______________


Signature of the President


Date
