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I.
Introductory Information

(A)
Department Name:
Special Education and Early Childhood 





Education
(B)
Departmental Catalog Number:
SPEC345
(C)
Course Title:
Literacy Instruction for Students with Disabilities
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:   3

(F)
Overlays:  None 
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Prerequisite: SPEC 2-- Cognitive Development for Diverse Learners.  Students must have completed Candidacy Requirements.
II.  Description of the Course:

A. Catalogue Description:

Addresses the needs of  pre-service teachers who have the responsibility for literacy development and instruction for students with disabilities. Emphasis will be given to literacy components, evidence-based practices, and varying challenges students with disabilities have in learning to read and write.

B. Comprehensive Description:
      This course is aligned with the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) 

      requirements addressed in PA Chapter 49-2.
III.
Exposition

A. Objectives: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Specify the experiences children need from birth to age eight to prepare   them to learn, read, and succeed in school. 
2.  Explain the evidence-based connection between literacy and behavior.
3. Apply principles of early learning to language development in the following areas:  language comprehension, language expression, language form and syntax, morphology and semantics.
4. Apply and teach skills of spoken language as a precursor of reading and academic development.
5. Identify evidence-based instructional practices to be used with students with disabilities in the area of literacy.
6. Match instructional research-validated literacy interventions to identified student needs.
7. Describe the components of reading and how the following areas pose challenges for students with disabilities: phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, language, word study. 
8. Apply reading predictors, analyzing the effect individual differences in specific perceptual, linguistic, and cognitive skills and how they affect a child's ability to read.
9. Articulate and model the use of explicit and systematic instruction in the teaching of literacy, including content area literacy, for students with disabilities across all reading levels.
10.  Demonstrate instructional strategies to enhance comprehension of           

                               material.
11. Explain the challenges that students with specific disabilities face in content area literacy.
12. Assess the readability of content area reading materials.
13. Adapt content area material to the student’s instructional level.
14. Demonstrate the components of writing and how the following areas pose challenges for students with disabilities:  text production, spelling, composition for different types of writing.
15. Utilize assessment tools with appropriate accommodations in the area of literacy to identify effectiveness of the standards based curriculum.
16. Establish and maintain progress monitoring practices aligned with the identified needs of each student to adjust instruction and provide rigor in the area of literacy for students with disabilities.
17. Review and evaluate literacy programs for purpose, quality, effectiveness, and research-base and show knowledge of commonly available programs.
B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. Attend class and participate in class discussions, cooperative group work, and assignments.
2. Complete all assigned readings.

3. Complete content quizzes or exams.

4. Design lesson plans with adaptations for literacy needs.
5. Use formal and informal assessment tools to evaluate literacy skills.
6. Write reports, reviews, critiques, and other written assignments. 

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:
(45 hours)

1. Understanding Literacy



(6 hours)

a. Elements
b. Development of Skills

c. Effects on Learning and Behavior

2.  Spoken Language




(6 hours)
a. Elements

b. Development of Skills

c. Evidence Based Interventions

d. Disability Specific Challenges

e. Matching Interventions and Needs

3. Reading





(15 hours)
a. Elements

b. Development of Skills

c. Content area reading

d. Evidence Based Interventions

e. Disability Specific Challenges

f. Matching Interventions and Needs

g. Adapting Content Area Materials

4. Written Language




(9 hours)

a.  Elements

b.  Development of Skills


c.  Evidence Based Interventions



   d.  Disability Specific Challenges



   e.  Matching Interventions and Needs

5. Assessment




(9 hours)

a. Assessment Tools

b. Evaluating Literacy Skills

c. Progress Monitoring

d. Instructional Recommendations in Literacy

e. Instructional Recommendations in the 


Content Area

f. Evaluating Literacy Programs

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested Textbook:
Broun, L. D., & Oelwein, P. (2007). Literacy skill development for students with special learning needs. New York, NY: Dude Publishing.
2. Bibliographic Support: 

Allen, K. K., & Miller, M. S. (2000). Literacy and learning: Strategies for middle and secondary school teachers. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company. 

Allen, J. (2006). Becoming a literacy leader. Portland, OR: Stenhouse Publishers.

Barratt-Pugh, C., & Rohl, M. (2000). Literacy learning in the early years. Philadelphia, PA: Open University Press. 

Cartwright, K. B., & Deak, G. O. (Eds). (2008). Literacy processes: Cognitive flexibility in learning and teaching. New York, NY: The Guilford Press. 

Copeland, S. R., & Keefe, E. B. (2007). Effective literacy instruction: For students with moderate or severe disabilities. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Publishing Company.

Ferguson, R. F., Sickland, D. S., & Alvermann, D. E. (Eds). (2004). Bridging the literacy achievement gap, grades 4-12: Language and literacy series. New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

Guthrie, J. E., Gambrell, L. B., Morrow, L. M., & Pressley, M. (Eds.). (2007). Best practices in literacy instruction. New York, NY: The Guilford Press.

Nations, S., & Alonso, M. (2001). Primary literacy centers : Making reading and writing stick! Gainesville, FL: Maupin House Publishing. 

Silliman, E. R., & Wilkinson, L. C. (2004). Language and literacy learning in schools: Challenges in language and literacy. New York, NY: The Guilford Press.

IV.
Standards  
Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams.

V.
Rationale and Impact
A.  This course  is  necessary to meet  specifications of PDE Chapter 49-2 provision on Accomodations and Adaptations for Students 
with Disabilities in an Inclusive Setting
B.  This is a recommended course for students pursuing teacher certification.
C.  This course may impact other teacher certfication programs.  All teacher certification programs must meet Chapter 49-2 Guidelines for   Accommodations and Adaptations for Students with Disabilities in     Inclusive Settings.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis
A. There may be additional costs or staff required.

B. This course is offered each semester.

VII. Date Approved by University president:  

______________________________________

_______________

Signature of President





Date
