Request of General Education Overlay

External Experience (EE)

	Course #SPEC 421
	Title:  Curriculum and Methods for Secondary through Transition   
	3 sh    


Criteria for External Experience

The purpose is to allow students to apply, exercise, and/or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom, skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Students apply, exercise or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.
	Objectives -  #5, #7, #8                             Activities - #4, #5, #6

Activity #4  - Each student will participate in a secondary special education classroom for a three-week period.  During this participation experience, each student will design and implement lessons using appropriate strategies as determined by environmental, behavioral, curricular, and instructional needs.

Activity #5 - During the assigned secondary participation experience, each student will teach, monitor, and self-evaluate lessons.

Activity #6 - As guided by the cooperating teacher and university supervisor, each student will identify an adolescent with behavioral difficulties in the assigned secondary classroom.  After the identification, each student will develop and implement a positive behavior support plan for the remaining days of the participation period. 



	· All valid External Experiences must have an audience, a set of colleagues, or a group of beneficiaries that extends beyond the university classroom and typically beyond the university community.
	Objectives - #2, #7, #8 

Each student will participate in a secondary special education classroom for a three-week period.  During this participation experience, each student completes Activities #2-7.



	· A faculty member in a discipline related to the experience must evaluate the EE.  The faculty member must be involved in identifying the activity as an external experience before it begins. EE cannot be identified retroactively.
	Each student will be assigned a university supervisor.  The supervisor will guide and assist the students in fulfilling activities #2-7.  The university supervisor will make weekly visits to students' field placement and will conduct two formal teaching observations.  The university supervisor, the cooperating teacher, and the student will conference regularly to discuss the student's progress.



	· One unit of EE is equivalent to a minimum of ten percent of the coursework for a three-credit course, or approximately 14 hours.
	The Major Units and Time Allotted section of the syllabus identifies a supervised practicum experience equivalent to 15 contact hours.



