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I.
Introductory Information

A.
Department Name: Special Education and Early Childhood Education 



B.  
Department Catalog Number: SPEC 421

C.  
Course Title:
Special Education Professional Semester:

Curriculum and Methods for Secondary through Transition


D.
Semester Hours of Credit:
 3


E.
Clock Hours Per Week: 3


F.
Overlays:
None

G.
Restrictions:
Must be taken concurrently with all other courses required as  

part of the Special Education Professional Semester.  Enrolled students must have achieved Advanced Standing.

II.
Description of the Course

This course offers a broad spectrum of instructional methodologies that are appropriate across various academic and life skills curriculums.  Emphasis will be placed on preparing adolescents for transition from school to society.  Students will write and implement lesson plans, teach units of study, develop and apply adaptations and accommodations, and demonstrate instructional practices that can be used in various content areas.

III. Exposition

A.
Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  administer and interpret assessment and use data to plan and implement 
  the clinical method for teaching adolescents with disabilities
2.  
select and use effective strategies across the curriculum and in various   educational environments that promote successful transitions for adolescents with disabilities

3.
plan appropriate curriculum content to meet individual student needs and in accordance with Pennsylvania State Teaching Standards

 4.
synthesize performance data and information from teachers, other professionals, individuals with disabilities, and parents to make or suggest appropriate modifications to the learning environment

 5.   develop and implement positive behavior support plans for teaching adolescents with behavioral difficulties in various settings

 6.
develop curricular and instructional adaptations for teaching adolescents with learning problems in inclusionary settings

7.   develop and implement lesson plans that integrate affective, social, and    career/vocational skills with academic curricula for adolescents with disabilities      in secondary classrooms

8.   monitor and self evaluate instructional practices in secondary classrooms



9.   establish and maintain classroom management techniques 


 

      necessary for the effective instruction of adolescents
10.  assist students and parents in developing appropriate transition plans for     secondary students that include realistic goals for independent living skills, career awareness, pre-vocational and vocational skills, leisure activities, recreational activities and post-secondary education and employment

     11.
identify the components of effective “model” transition programs for adolescents with disabilities


B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. peer teach lessons designed for secondary students

2. pre-test, teach, and post-test an adolescent in an area of need as determined by the student’s IEP

3. observe and log environmental, behavioral, curricular, and instructional variables that affect secondary/transition students with disabilities

4. design lessons using appropriate strategies as determined by environmental, behavioral, curricular and instructional needs

5. teach, monitor, and self-evaluate lessons in secondary classrooms

6. develop and implement a positive behavior support plan

7. develop a portfolio of pre-vocational/vocational activities for transition



8.   plan and write a transition plan

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



1.  Educational Perspectives in Secondary Education 
(2 weeks)



     a.  Foundations of secondary special education



     b.  Postsecondary service options

d.  Challenges of adolescence



2. Clinical Teaching

     

        
           
(1 week)



    a.   Gathering background information



    b.   Developing pre and post tests



    c.   Developing lessons



    d.   Monitoring and charting progress



3.  Adaptations and Accommodations
 
            (4 weeks)


  a.  Curricular



     b.  Instructional



     c.  Environmental



     d.  Behavioral



4.  Transition Planning

        


(3 weeks)




      a.  Assessing transition needs



      b.  Interagency support



      c.  Postsecondary education



      d.  Employment opportunities



      e.  Independent living skills



      f.  Transition  plans







5.  Supervised Practicum Experience  


(5 weeks)


D. 
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbooks

Schloss, P. J., Smith, M. A., Schloss, C. N., (2001)  Instructional methods for secondary students with learning and behavior problems.  Boston, MA:  Allyn and Bacon

2. Bibliographic Support:

Cartwright, G., Cartwright, C., & Ward, M. (1995).  Educating special learners (4th Ed.).  


Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Publishing Co.   

Conderman, G., & Tompkins, B. J.  (1995, Winter).  Top ten review.  The council for 


exceptional children, 68-69.  

Dowdy, C. A., & Evers, R. B.  (1996).  Preparing students for transition:  A teacher primary on 


vocational education and rehabilitation.  Intervention in school and clinic, 197-208.  

Grzywacz, P., McEllistrem, S., Roth, J.  A., (2000).  Students with disabilities and special 


education.  (17th Ed.).  Alabama:  Oak Stone Legal and Business Publishing, Inc.

Guskey, T. R., Passaro, P. D., & Wheeler, W.  (1995).  Mastery learning in the regular classroom:  


Help for at-risk students with learning disabilities.  Teaching exceptional children,  (27), 15-


18.  

Jones, M. M., & Carlier, L. L.  (1995).  Creating inclusionary opportunities for learners with 


multiple disabilities:  A team-teaching approach.  Teach exceptional children, (27), 23-27.  

McCoy, K.  (1995).  Teaching special learners in the general education classroom (2nd Ed.)  


Denver, CO:  Love Publishing.  

Morningstar, M.E., Turnbull, A.P., & Turnbull, III, & Rutherford, H.  (1996).  What do students 


with disabilities tell us about the importance of family involvement in the transition from 


school to adult life?  Exceptional children, 249-260.   

Pelletier, C. M., (2000).  Strategies for successful student teaching.  Massachusetts:  Allyn and 


Bacon Publishing Company.

Polloway, E., Patton, J., Serna, L. (2001).  Strategies for teaching learners with special needs.  (7th 


Ed.).  Columbus, OH:  Merrill Prentice Hall.

Posner, G. J. (1996).  Field experience:  A guide to reflective teaching  (4th Ed.).  White 


Plains, NY:  Longman.

Power, P. W. (2000).  A guide to vocational assessment.  (3rd Ed.).  Austin, TX:  Pro.ed.

Ray, J., & Warden, K.  (1995).  Technology, computers and the special needs learner.  Albany, NY:  


Delmar Publishers. 

Schloss, P. J., Smith, M. A., Schloss, C. N., (2001).  Instructional methods for secondary 

students with learning and behavior problems.  Boston, MA:  Allyn and Bacon Publishing 

Company.

Shetlton, F. S., Pollingue, A., (2000).  The exceptional teacher’s handbook:  The first-year special 


education  teacher’s guide for success.  Thousand Oaks, CA; Corwin Press Inc.

Sitlington, P. L., Clark, G. M., Kolstoe, O. P., (2000).  Transition education and services for 


adolescents with disabilities.  (3rd Ed.).  MA:  Allyn and Bacon Publishing Company.

Thomas, G.  (1996).  Teaching students with mental retardation.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-


Hall, Inc.   

Turnbull, A., Turnbull, H., Shank, M., & Leal, D.  (1995).  Exceptional lives:  Special education in 


today’s schools.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc.  

Ysseldyke, J. & Algozzine, B.  (1995).  Special education:  A practical approach for teachers.  


Boston, MA:  Houghton Mifflin Co.  

Wong, H. K., and Wong, R. T., (1998).   The first days of school.  (2nd Ed.).  Mountain View:  


Wong Publications.

IV. Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the University and will be based primarily on the quality of work demonstrated by the students in meeting the requirements noted in sections B. and C. above.

V.
Rationale and Impact 

A.
This course is necessary to meet program standards outlined by the Council for Exceptional Children and the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education.

B.
This is a required course for students pursuing Special Education Certification.  

C.  
This course will have no impact on other departments.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis

A. There will be no additional costs or staff required.

B.   This course is offered each semester.
VII.
Approved by University President: ___________________________

     Date approved by University President:  _____________________
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