Request of General Education Overlay

External Experience (EE)

	Course #SPEC 423
	Title:  Special Education Professional Semester Curriculum Methods for Preschool through Elementary   
	3 sh    


Criteria for External Experience

The purpose is to allow students to apply, exercise, and/or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom, skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Students apply, exercise or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.
	· Objectives:  #1, #2, #5, #7 and #9

· Activity:  #2, #4 and #7

Students will pretest, teach and post-test a child with a disability  in a public school educational setting.  Application of PA Teaching Standards will be used for all instruction.



	· All valid External Experiences must have an audience, a set of colleagues, or a group of beneficiaries that extends beyond the university classroom and typically beyond the university community.
	· Objectives:  #1, #2, #5, #7 and #9

· Activity:  #3 and #5

Students will write and teach a thematic unit that will be evaluated by both the college faculty member and the public school cooperating teacher.  A reflection log will be maintained by the student.



	· A faculty member in a discipline related to the experience must evaluate the EE.  The faculty member must be involved in identifying the activity as an external experience before it begins. EE cannot be identified retroactively.
	· Objective:  #9    

· Activity:  #9 
Students will be observed and evaluated in the public school setting.  Conferences will take place with the cooperating teacher, student and university faculty after each observation.  



	· One unit of EE is equivalent to a minimum of ten percent of the coursework for a three-credit course, or approximately 14 hours.
	Supervised 15 contact hours practicum



