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I. Introductory Information

A.  Department Name: Special Education and Early Childhood Education

B.  Departmental Catalog Number:  SPEC 423

C. Course Title:  Special Education Professional Semester:  Curriculum    and Methods for Preschool through Elementary

D.  Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E.  Clock Hours Per Week:  3

F.  Overlays:  None

G. Restrictions:  Must achieve advanced standing; must be taken             concurrently with all other courses required as part of the Special Education Professional Semester

II.  Description of the Course
This course offers a broad spectrum of instructional methodologies that are appropriate across various academic and life skill curriculums for preschool and elementary exceptional learners.  Students will write and implement lesson plans, teach units of study, develop and apply adaptations and accommodations and demonstrate instructional practices that can be used in various content areas.

III. Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. administer, interpret and use assessment data to plan and        implement the clinical method for teaching preschool and elementary children with disabilities

2. select and use effective strategies that promote optimal learning for    children with disabilities

3. plan appropriate curriculum content to meet individual student needs in accordance with Pennsylvania State Teaching Standards

4. synthesize performance data and information from teachers, other   professionals, individuals with disabilities, and parents to make or suggest appropriate modifications to the learning environment

5. develop positive behavioral support plans for teaching children with behavioral difficulties in various settings

6.   develop curricular and instructional adaptations for teaching children    with learning problems in inclusionary settings

7. monitor and self-evaluate instructional practices in preschool and elementary classrooms

8. establish and maintain classroom management techniques necessary for effective instruction of children with disabilities

9. demonstrate the ability to write lesson plans in order to teach students across curricular areas in a variety of settings

B.  Activities and Requirements:

1. peer teach lessons designed for young children

2. pre-test, teach and post-test a child in an area of need as determined by the student’s I.E.P.

3. observe and log environmental, behavioral, curricular and   instructional variables that affect young children with disabilities

4. design and teach lessons using appropriate strategies

determined by environmental, behavioral, curricular and instructional needs

5. teach, monitor and self-evaluate lessons and a thematic unit in preschool and elementary classrooms

6. develop and implement a positive, behavioral support plan

7. show the relationship of the Pennsylvania State Teaching Standards   to lesson plans used in the elementary classroom

8.  demonstrate the integration of the arts in preschool and elementary  settings

9. supervised practicum experience

C.  Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.      Developmentally Appropriate Practice


(1 week)

2. Clinical Teaching  




(.67 week)

a. Gathering background information

b.   Developing pre and post tests

c. Developing lessons

d. Monitoring and charting progress

                     3.      Preschool and Elementary Methods


(4 weeks)


a.   Math


b.   Reading

c. Science and social studies

d. Motor skills 

e. Life skills

f. Social skills

                     4.      Lesson Planning Review 




(.33 week)

5.     Adaptations and Accommodations


(4 weeks)

a.   Curricular

                              b.   Instructional

c. Environmental

d. Behavioral

6.     Supervised Practicum Experience



(5 weeks)

D.  Materials and Bibliography:

1.    Suggested Textbooks:

           Allen, R., (2002) Impact teaching. Boston:  Allyn and Bacon 

2. Other Materials

3. Bibliographic Support: 
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River, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc.
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College Press.
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Strategies for learning mnemonically.  Cambridge, MA:  Bookline.
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Moore, D., Readance, J., & Rickelman, R. (1989).  Prereading activities for content area 

reading and learning (2nd Ed.).  Newark, DE:  International Reading Association.

Orlich, Kauchak, & Harder, et. Al. (1990).  Teaching strategies:  A guide to better 
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IV. Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the University and will be based primarily on the quality of work demonstrated by the students in meeting the requirements noted in sections B. and C. above.

V.  Rationale and Impact

A.  This course is necessary to meet program standards outlined by the Council    for Exceptional Children, and the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education.

B. This is a required course for students pursuing Special Education Certification.

C. This course will have no impact on other departments

VI.  Cost and Analysis


   A.  There will be no additional costs or staff required.

   B.  This course is offered each semester.

VII. Approved by the University President:_________________


Date approved by the University President:  __________
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