Request of General Education Overlay

Information Literacy (IL)

	Course #SPEC:  425
	Title: Issues in Special Education  
	3 sh    


Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	Objectives - #8, #12
Activities:  #1, #5

· Students write a paper on their personal philosophy of special education.  This process requires a submission of at least one draft and the final paper.

· Additionally, students research and develop a handbook of personal exceptions and responsibilities for paraprofessionals in school settings.



	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	Objectives - #8, #12
Activities: #7

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue in the field of special education and give an oral report using power point presentation in class on topics of investigation.  In addition, submit a 10-15 page paper integrating practical experiences with the pertinent literature.  The instructor will have individual conferences to review the paper during the draft stage and final product. The paper & power point presentation is evaluated using a rubric. (A sample research paper will be provided) 



	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	Objectives -  #8, #12
Activities:  #7

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue… (same as above) In addition, students will use a variety of  tools and sources to retrieve information.  These include, but are not limited to, databases, text, educational journals, online search engines, and media services.




	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	Objectives - #8, #12
Activities: #7, #8

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue… 

· Students will develop a professional portfolio …


	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	Objectives - #8, #12

Activities: #7, #8

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue… 

· Students will develop a professional portfolio …



	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	Objectives - #8, #12

Activities:  #7, #8, #9

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue… 

· Students will develop a professional portfolio …

· Maintain a reflective log of all the field experiences




