Request of General Education Overlay

Writing Emphasis (WE)

	Course #SPEC425
	Section(s)  01   
	Title  Issues in Special Education  
	3 sh    


Criteria for Writing Emphasis (WE)
The purpose is to maintain the writing skills developed in the first-year composition course.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Enrollment in WE courses is limited to twenty-five students (with twenty-two as a target).
	On an average, 25 students are enrolled.  This course is restricted to students in Special Ed. Professional Semester.


	· Practice writing within the discipline through, but not limited to, the following contexts:  informal in-class writing, discipline-focused essays, and essay exams.  Essay exams alone do not constitute a writing emphasis class.
	Objectives - #2, #3, #8

Activities – #1, #9



	· Receive writing training through instructor modeling, sample essays, discussion, lectures, and/or instructor-student conferences.  Writing conventions particular to the discipline should be emphasized.
	Objectives - #2, #4, #5, #8, #12

Activities – 

· Students will write a paper on  their  personal philosophy …  

· Students will research and develop a handbook of  personal expectations and responsibilities for paraprofessionals collaboratively.

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue or trend within or related to the field of special education and give an oral report using power point presentation in class on topics of investigation.  In addition, submit a 10-15 page paper integrating practical experiences with the pertinent literature.  The instructor will have individual conferences to review the paper during the draft stage and final product. The paper & power point presentation is evaluated using a rubric. (A sample research paper will be provided)

· Students will develop a professional portfolio; which will include a resume, a completed job application, general letters of inquiry for a teaching position and a placement file. (A sample professional portfolio will be shared with the students)     



	· Revise a portion of his/her writing by applying suggestions from the instructor, comments from peer review editors, and/or advice from Writing Center tutors.
	Objectives - #2, #8, #12
Activities – #1, #5, and #7 

· Written activities described above  will  be revised by the student based  on the  instructor  &  peers suggestions 

· Write a  unit  plan a lesson and to teach children during their practical participation

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue…



	· Demonstrate writing proficiency, which the instructor will evaluate as a percentage of the final course grade.
	Objectives - #2, #8

· Activities – #7 

· Conduct an in depth investigation on a current issue…




