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I.
Introductory Information


(A)  Department Name:  Special Education and Early Childhood Education 


(B)  Department Catalog Number:  SPEC 430

(C)  Course Title:  Assessing Educational Needs and Planning for Instruction

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3


(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:  3


(F)
Overlays:
None

(G)  
Restrictions:  Prerequisite Courses:  Students enrolling in this course must have completed a professional semester for an education program other than special education.  
II.
 Description of the Course

A. Catalogue Description:

       Introduces to educational assessment and instructional planning.  This course  

       emphasizes  the administration and interpretation of formal and informal individual  

      assessments used  in identifying needs of students with disabilities. Students will gain 

      experience in administering assessment instruments and writing evaluation reports and 

       individualized educational programs.
B. Comprehensive Description:
     The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children   

     (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the 

      Independence Curriculum (IC).

and the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III.  Exposition


 A.
Objectives:



Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.
Define basic and specialized terminology used in the assessment of students with disabilities.  (GC8K1, IC8K1, CC8K1)

2.    Synthesize state and federal laws regarding pre-referral, screening, referral, evaluation, classification, and placement of individuals with disabilities into special education programs. (GC8K2, IC8K2, CC8K3)

3.    Describe assurances and due process rights related to assessment, eligibility, and   placement. (CC1K6)

4. Synthesize and apply legal provisions, regulations, nondiscriminatory practices, and ethical principles in the administration and interpretation of assessments.  (CC8K2)

5.     Apply assessment information in making eligibility, program, and placement   decisions for individuals with exceptional learning needs, including those from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds. (CC8S6) 
6.    Define the appropriate use and limitations of norm-referenced, criterion referenced, curriculum based, behavioral, ecological, and performance based measures for students with disabilities. (CC8K4)

7.     Adapt and modify existing assessment tools and methods to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of students with disabilities, including state and district wide assessments and performance based assessments. (GC8S3, IC8S3, CC8K5, CC8S4)

8.     Administer and interpret nonbiased formal and informal assessments including those conducted with the assistance of technology. (CC8S2, CC8S3, CC8S5)

9.  
Administer and interpret formal and informal career and vocational assessments. (PDE VIIIF)

10.   Use exceptionality-specific assessment instruments with individuals with   disabilities.  (GC8S2, IC8S2)

11.  Synthesize assessment results to be presented in both a written and oral report to parents, other professionals, and if appropriate the student, using professional terminology and appropriate communication skills. (CC8S7)

12.  Synthesize performance data and information from teachers, other professionals, individuals with disabilities, families, and public agencies to guide daily instructional plans and comprehensive individualized educational programs. (GC8K3, IC8K3)

13. Identify procedures for early identification of young children who may be at risk for disabilities.  (GC8K4)
14. Implement procedures for assessing and reporting both appropriate and   problematic social behaviors of individuals with disabilities.  (GC8S1, IC8S1)
15. Develop comprehensive, longitudinal Individualized Educational Programs that include the identification of supports needed for integration into various program placements.  (CC5S3, CC7S2)
16. Develop a transition plan that integrates functional, academic, and vocational data aligned to specific post school outcomes. (PDE VIIIC)
17. Select and plan for integration of related services into the instructional program.  (IC7S3)
18. Design Transition Programs that address independent living and career education for individuals.  (GC7S6)
19. Analyze evaluation reports to gather information needed to effectively plan individualized educational programs appropriate for the needs of students with disabilities. (CC8S1)
20. Evaluate instruction and monitor progress using formative assessments, and create and maintain records of individuals with exceptional learning needs. (CC8S8, CC8S9)

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1. Administer and evaluate assessment instruments

2. Interpret assessment scores

3. Write Evaluation Reports

4. Write Individualized Educational Programs

5. Write an evaluation of an Individualized Educational Program

6. Complete written tests


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:


(45 hours)


1.   Principles of Assessment
    




(9 hours)




a.  Terminology




b.  Legal provisions




c.  Response to intervention




d.  Classification procedures




e.  Adaptations and modifications


2.  Usage of Informal and Formal Assessments
  
            (6 hours)

      
a.  Achievement



       
b.  Reading and Language



      
c.  Mathematics



       
d.  Ability 



e.  Intellectual


                        f.  Career and Vocational




g.  Social Skills and Behavior 



3.   Scoring and Interpretation of Assessments      


(12 hours)




a.  Using data to guide instruction




b.  Writing Evaluation Reports 




c.  Planning Data Driven Instruction  





4.   Planning and Writing Individualized Educational Programs   
(15 hours)

a. Interpreting performance data

b. Collaborating with team members

c. Writing annual goals and objectives

d. Determining specially designed instruction

e. Determining related services

f. Determining standardized test accommodations

g. Transition Plans

5.  Maintaining Records and Creating IEP Progress Reports   
(3 hours)


D. 
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested textbook:
Overton, T. (2006).  Assessing learners with special needs.  Upper Saddle River,  

      NJ:  Pearson Education, Inc.  
2. Bibliographic Support:

Alper, S., Ryndak, D. L., & Schloss, C. N. (2001). Alternate assessment of students with disabilities in inclusive settings. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon, Pearson Education Co. 

Borich, G. D., & Tombani, M. L. (2004).  Educational assessment for the                elementary and middle  school classroom. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.



      Cohen, L. G., & Spenciner, L. J. (2007). Assessment of children and youth with 
                 
 special  needs. Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.
Gibb, G. S. & Dyches, T. T. (2007).  Writing quality individualized education     programs.  Boston, MA:  Pearson Education, Inc.
Gronlund, N. E. (2004). Writing instructional objectives for teaching and 
      assessment. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Miller, R. J., Lombard, R. C., & Corbey, S. A. (2007). Transition assessment: 
     Planning  transition and IEP development for youth with mild to moderate disabilities.  Boston, MA: Pearson Education, Inc.
Salvia, J., Ysseldyke, J. E., & Bolt, S. (2007). Assessment in special and inclusive education. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Co.

Venn, J. J. (2007). Assessing students with special needs. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

IV.
Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as written papers, in-class presentations, completed assignments and exams.
V.
Rationale and Impact 

A.
This course is necessary to meet program standards outlined by the Council for Exceptional Children and the guidelines set forth by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.  
B.
This course is currently listed as SPEC 301 and is offered as part of the required major courses.  The content of SPEC 301 and SPEC 427, Instructional Planning is being condensed into one course.  The revised course will be offered as part of the Special Education Professional Semester and is required for special education certification.
C. This course will have no impact on other departments.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  There will be no additional costs or staff required.

B. This course is offered each semester.

VII. Date approved by University president:  

________________________________


____________


Signature of the President



Date

