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I. Introductory Information

(A)
Department Name:
Special Education and Early Childhood Education
(B)
Departmental Catalog Number:
SPEC 440
(C)
Course Title:
Strategies for Teaching Students with Low Incidence Disabilities
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:   3

(F)
Overlays:  None

(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Must have completed a 


professional semester in another certification area.
II.
Description of the Course  
A. Catalogue Description:

Offers a broad spectrum of instructional methodologies appropriate across all levels of academic and life skill individualized independence curriculums for individuals with exceptional learning needs (ELN).  Students will develop and implement lesson plans across content areas, strategies that promote positive behavior and social skills, and appropriate adaptations and accommodations. 

B. Comprehensive Description:
The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children  (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the Independence Curriculum (IC), and the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III.   
Exposition
A. Objectives:   
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Interpret sensory and physical information to create or adapt appropriate lesson plans, prepare plans, create and organize materials to implement daily plans.  (CC7S10, CC7S11, CC7S12, CC7S13, IC7S5)
2. Use instructional time effectively and make responsive adjustments to instruction based on continual observations.  (CC7S10, CC7S11, CC7S12, CC7S13, IC7S5)
3. Sequence, implement, and evaluate individualized learning objectives.  (CC7S6)
4. Plan instructional lessons and units for a variety of educational settings.  (IC5S4)
5. Design and implement instructional programs and strategies that address independent living, medical self-management procedures and career education.  (IC7S6, IC7S7) 

6. Design, implement, and evaluate instructional programs that enhance social participation across environments and monitor intra-group behavior changes across subjects and activities.  (IC7S8, IC8S7) 
7. Employ universal precautions.  (CC5S16)
8. Design learning environments that are multi-sensory and that facilitate active participation, self-advocacy, and independence in individuals with ELN in a variety of group and individual learning activities.  (IC5S6) 
9. Design and modify learning environments to promote positive behaviors, 
encourage active
 participation in individual and group activities, and provide 
optimal learning opportunities for individuals with ELN.  (CC5S4, CC5S5, 
IC5S3) 
10. Organize, develop, and sustain learning environments that support positive intracultural and intercultural experiences including the mediation of controversial issues among students within the learning environment in ways that enhance any culture, group, or person.  (CC5S13, CC5S14) 
11. Identify and teach basic structures and relationships within and across curricula.  (IC4S4) 
12. Teach self-advocacy and create and maintain environments that encourage self-advocacy and increased independence.  (CC5S8, CC5S9) 
13. Plan instruction for independent functional life skills relevant to the community, personal living, sexuality, and employment.  (IC5S12) 
14. Instruct individuals with ELN to monitor for errors in both oral and written language and teach methods and strategies for producing legible documents.  (IC6S2, IC6S1) 

15. Teach skills in problem solving and conflict resolution.  (IC5S10) 
16. Integrate affective, social, and life skills with academic curricula.  (CC7S7)
17. Establish and maintain rapport with individuals with and without ELN and prepare individuals with ELN to exhibit self-enhancing behavior in response to societal attitudes and actions.  (CC7S14, CC5S7) 
18. Design and implement specialized materials and research-supported 
instructional strategies and practices for individuals with ELN.  (IC4K1, IC4S1)  

19. Design and manage daily routines using performance data and information from all stakeholders to make or suggest modifications in learning environments.  (CC5S6, CC5S12) 
20. Synthesize responses and errors to guide instructional decisions and provide feedback to learners and teach individuals with ELN to give and receive meaningful feedback from peers and adults.  (IC5S5, IC4S6) 
21. Implement effective and varied behavior management strategies, the intensity of which is consistent with the needs of the individual with exceptional learning needs.  (CC5S10, CC5S11) 
22. Structure, direct, and support the activities of Para educators, volunteers, and tutors.  (CC5S15) 
23. Select, adapt and modify assessments to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of individuals with disabilities.  (IC8S3, IC8S4)

24. Develop and select instructional content, resources, and strategies that address cultural, linguistic, and gender differences.  (CC7S8) 
25. Incorporate and implement instructional and assistive technology into the educational program.  (CC7S9) 
B.
Activities and Requirements:
1. Attend classes.
2. Participate in class activities and discussions.
3. Complete assigned readings and written assignments.
4. Design a multiple lesson clinical teaching model appropriate for individualized independence settings including accommodations and assessments.

5. Integrate the arts into lessons designed for use in individualized independence settings.

6. Peer-teach lessons designed for students in individualized independence settings.

7. Develop a positive behavior support plan appropriate for individualized independence settings.
8. Justify the relationship of Pennsylvania State Teaching Standards to lesson plans designed for use in individualized independence settings.
9. Complete field experience in individualized independence settings.
B. Major Units and Time Allotted:


  (45 hours)
1.
Planning for Instruction 





(6 hours)
a.  Interpreting Sensory and Physical Information


b.  Writing Objectives


c.  Planning a Lesson

d.  Planning a Unit
e.  Designing Instructional Programs
2.  
Environments







(6 hours)


a.  Universal Precautions

b.  Multisensory Environments
c.  Promoting Positive Behavior

d.  Promoting Intra and Inter-Cultural Communication

3.  
Curricula







(6 hours)
a.  Independent Life Skills

b.  Academic Curricula

c.  Affective Skills

d.  Social Skills

e.  Culturally Responsive

f.  Medical Self-Management

g.  Career Education

h.  Communication Skills
4.
Research Based Instructional Strategies 



(12 hours)

a.
Progress Monitoring

b.  Behavior Management Strategies

c.  Utilizing Paraprofessionals

d.  Assessments


e.  Culturally Responsive


f.   Instructional Technology


g.  Assistive Technology
5.
Field Experience in Individualized Independence Settings

(15 hours)
D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested Textbook:

Algozzine, R. & Ysseldyke, J. (2006).  Teaching students with mental retardation:  

     A practical guide for every teacher.  Thousand Oaks, CA: The Corwin Press. 

2. Other Materials:


LiveText software
3. Bibliographic Support: 

Crone, A. & Horner, R. (2003).  Building positive behavior support systems in schools, Functional behavioral assessment.  NY: The Guilford Press.

Bloomquist, M. (2002).  Helping children with aggression and conduct problems.  NY: The Guilford Press.  

Brolin, D. (2002). Life centered career education, a competency based approach (5th ed.).  Arlington, VA: Council for Exceptional Children.

Cummins, R. (2001).  Living with support in the community: Predictors of satisfaction with life.  Mental retardation and developmental disabilities, 7, 99-104.

Grigal, M., Neubert, D., Moon, M. & Graham, S. (2003).  Self-determination for students with disabilities: Views of parents and teachers.  Exceptional Children, 70, 97-112.

Holburn, S., & Vietz, P. (2002).  Person centered planning.  Baltimore: Paul H. Brooks.

Luiselli, J. (2002).  Behavior Psychology in Schools.  Binghamton, NY: Haworth Press.  

Rutherford Jr., R. (2007).  Handbook of Research in Emotional and Behavioral Disorders.  New York: The Guilford Press.

Smith, D. (2007). Introduction to special education: Making a difference.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.
Stancliff, R. (2001).  Living with support in the community: Predictors of choice and self-determination. Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities Research Reviews, 7, 91-98.

Vaughn, S., Bos, C. & Schumm, J. (2007). Teaching students who are exceptional, diverse and at-risk in the general education classroom.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.
IV.
Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the University and will be based primarily on the quality of work demonstrated by the students in meeting the requirements noted in section III.B. and section III.C. above.
V.
Rationale and Impact

A.
This new course reflects standards outlined by CEC and PDE and was developed in response to aggregated assessment data. 
B. This course is required of all students pursuing Special Education Certification.
C. This course will have no impact on other departments. 
VI.
Cost and Analysis



A.
There will be no additional costs or staff required.

B.
This course is offered each semester.
VII.
Approved by the University president:

_____________________________________         ___________________________
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