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I. Introductory Information

(A)
Department Name:
Special Education and Early Childhood Education
(B)
Departmental Catalog Number:
SPEC 441
(C)
Course Title:
Strategies for Teaching Students with High Incidence Disabilities
(D)
Semester Hours of Credit:  3

(E)
Clock Hours Per Week:   3

(F)
Overlays:  None

(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Must have completed a 


professional semester in another certification area.
II.
Description of the Course  
A. Catalogue Description: 

Designed to offer a broad spectrum of instructional methodologies appropriate across all levels of academic individualized general curricula for individuals with exceptional learning needs (ELN).  Students will develop and implement: lesson plans across content areas, strategies that promote positive behavior and social skills, and appropriate adaptations and accommodations.  
B. Comprehensive Description:

The content of this course relates to standards of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) as set forth in the Common Core (CC), the General Curriculum (GC), the Independence Curriculum (IC), the guidelines for the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE).
III.  Exposition

A. Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Identify scope and sequences of general and special curricula as related to national, state or provincial, and local curricula standards. (CC7K2, CC7K3) 

2. Examine theories and research that form the basis of curriculum development and instructional practice including research-validated literacy interventions and evidence-based instructional practices to be used with students with disabilities in the area of literacy. (CC7K1)
3. Investigate sources of developmentally appropriate materials, curricula, and resources for individuals with disabilities and select, adapt, and use instructional strategies and materials according to characteristics of the individual with exceptional learning needs. (CC4S3, GC4K1) 

4. Plan instruction in a variety of educational settings. (GC5S3) 

5. Use strategies to facilitate integration of individuals with ELN into various settings including the use of self-assessment, self-monitoring, problem solving, and other cognitive strategies to increase the individual’s self-awareness, self-management, self-control, self-reliance, and self-esteem. (CC4S1, CC4S2, CC4S5) 
6. Use research-supported methods for academic and non-academic instruction of individuals with disabilities including the modification of the pace of instruction, the provision of organizational cues, and the selection of appropriate adaptations and technology for all individuals with disabilities.  (GC4S1, GC4S6, GC4S7)  

7. Establish a consistent classroom routine for individuals with disabilities. (GC5S6)

8. Interpret sensory, mobility, reflex, and perceptual information to create or adapt appropriate learning plans including instructional strategies for medical self-management procedures. (GC7S5, GC7S7) 

9. Incorporate technology into the planning and management of the teaching and learning environment including the use of technology, materials and resources required to educate individuals whose disabilities interfere with communication. (GC7S4, CC7K4) 

10. Design methods for ensuring individual academic success in one-to-one, small-group, large-group and general education settings, including skills in problem solving and conflict resolution, and strategies for giving and receiving meaningful feedback from peers and adults. (GC5K3, GC5S4, GC5S5)

11. Assess advantages and limitations of instructional strategies and practices for teaching individuals with disabilities. (GC4K3)  
12. Examine and implement methods to remain current regarding research-validated practice. (CC9K4) 

13. Prepare and organize lesson plans and materials necessary for implementation and use instructional time effectively. (CC7S10, CC7S11, CC7S12) 

14. Plan and implement age and ability appropriate instruction and strategies for individuals with ELN. (GC7S2, GC7S3)   

15. Design and implement strategies that facilitate maintenance and generalization of skills across learning environments and promote successful transitions for individuals with exceptional learning needs. (CC4S4, CC4S6) 
16. Devise strategies for integrating student initiated learning experiences into ongoing instruction. (GC4K5) 
17. Examine the relationships among disabilities and reading instruction. (GC7K4) 
18. Use reading methods appropriate to individuals with disabilities and implement systematic instruction to teach accuracy, fluency, and comprehension in content area reading including phonemic awareness and phonics instruction, instruction in deep syntax, semantics, morphology and speaking in vocabulary development; and instruction in word-level strategies that result in student literacy gains. (GC4S15, GC4S4) 
19. Implement systematic instruction in teaching reading comprehension and monitoring strategies including the use of responses and errors to guide instructional decisions and provide feedback to learners to include. (GC4S12. GC4S14) 

20. Implement methods and strategies for guiding individuals in identifying and organizing critical content. (GC4K7) 

21. Use methods for increasing accuracy and proficiency in math calculations and applications appropriate to the individuals with ELN. (GC4S5, GC4K6) 
22. Implement strategies for organizing and composing written products and describe how these areas pose challenges for students with disabilities; provide intensive writing instruction; and provide strategies for delivering instruction in writing. (GC4S15, GC4S16)
23. Develop explicit and systematic instructional strategies for individuals with ELN to monitor for errors in oral and written language, increase spelling accuracy and generalization, produce legible documents, enhance vocabulary, and enhance comprehension of material. (GC6S1, GC6S2, GC6S3, GC6S4)  
24. Monitor intragroup behavior changes across subjects and activities. (GC8S5)
25. Select, adapt, modify and implement assessments to accommodate the unique abilities and needs of individuals with disabilities. (GC8S3) 
26. Develop strategies for individuals with ELN to prepare for and take tests. (GC4K2)

B.
Activities and Requirements:
1. Attend classes regularly.
2. Participate in class activities and discussions.
3. Complete assigned readings and written assignments.
4. Design and implement an eight lesson interdisciplinary thematic unit of study that includes appropriate accommodations and assessments based on the needs of the student(s) with a disability in the general education setting.
5. Design and implement an interactive learning center that is linked to lessons designed for use in the general education setting.

6. Peer-teach lessons designed for students with high incidence disabilities in the general curriculum setting.

7. Design and implement a bulletin board incorporating student work.
8. Align Pennsylvania State Teaching Standards to lesson plan objectives designed for use in general curriculum settings.
9. Design and implement a classroom management model.

10. Complete field experience in a setting that has students with high incidence disabilities included in a general education classroom.
C.   Major Units and Time Allotted:


(45 hours)
1.  Curriculum







(6 hours)


                            a.  National, State, and Local Standards



                            b.  Curriculum Development



                            c.  Selecting Developmentally Appropriate Curricular Materials



                            d.  Adapting Curricular Materials

2.  Instructional Practice 





(9 hours)
a. Theories and Research

b. Planning for a Variety of Settings

c. Facilitating Integration into Various Settings

d. Research Supported Methods

e. Establishing Routines
f. Encouraging Medical Self-Management
g. Incorporating Technology 

h. Giving and Receiving Feedback
i. Assessing Instructional Strategies

j. Remaining Current in Instructional Practice

3. Planning for Instruction





(6 hours)
a. Lesson Plans

b. Adapting Lesson Plans

c. Grouping Practices

d. Selecting Age Appropriate Strategies

e. Facilitating Maintenance and Generalization of Skills

f. Student Initiated Learning Experiences

g. Selecting and Adapting Assessments

4. Specific Methods and Strategies




(12 hours)
a. Reading

b. Math

c. Oral and Written Language
d. Problem Solving and Conflict Resolution

e. Monitoring and Managing Student Behavior

f. Test preparation and test taking Strategies

5.
Field Experience in General Education Setting


 (12 hours)
D.
Materials and Bibliography: 
1. Suggested Textbook:

Mastropieri, M. & Scruggs, R. (2007). The Inclusive Classroom: Strategies for 
     effective instruction. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice Hall
2. Other Materials:


Livetext software
3. Bibliographic Support: 

Berch, D. (2007).  Why is math so hard for some children? The nature and origin of 
     mathematical learning difficulties and disabilities.  Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes.

Brow-Chidsey, R. & Steege, M. (2005).  Response to intervention: Principles and 
     strategies for effective practice in the schools.  NY: Guilford Press.

Crone, A. & Horner, R. (2003).  Building positive behavior support systems 
     in schools, Functional behavioral assessment.  NY: The Guilford Press.

Fletcher, J., Lyon, G., Fuchs, L., & Barnes, M. (2007).  Learning disabilities: From 
     identification to intervention.  NY: Guilford Press.

Gold, M. (2003).  Help for the struggling student: Ready to use strategies and 
     lessons to build attention, memory and organizational skills.  San Francisco: 
     Jossey-Bass.

Goldberg, D. (2005).  The organized student.  NY: Simon and Schuster.

Graham, S., MacArthur, C., & Fitzgerald, J. (Eds.). (2007).  Best practices in 
     writing instruction.  NY: Guilford Press.

Klingner, J., Vaughn, S., & Boardman, A. (2007).  Teaching reading 
     comprehension to students with learning difficulties: What works for special 
     needs learners.  NY: Guilford Press.

Montague, M. & Jitendra, A. (2006).  Teaching mathematics to students with 
     learning disabilities: What works for special needs learners.  NY: Guilford  

     Press.
Ried, R. (2006).  Strategy instruction for students with Learning Disabilities: What 
     works for special needs learners.  NY: Guilford Press.

Rutherford Jr., R. (2007).  Handbook of research in emotional and 

     behavioral disorders.  NY: The Guilford Press.

Smith, D. (2007).  Introduction to special education: Making a difference.  Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Swanson, L. (2005).  Handbook of learning disabilities.  NY: Guilford Press.

Van de Walle, J. (2005).  Teaching student centered mathematics: grades 5-8.  
     Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Vaughn, S., Bos, C., & Schumm, J. (2007).  Teaching Students who are 
     exceptional, diverse, and at risk in the general education classroom.  Boston: 
     Allyn and Bacon.

Ysseldyke, J. &Algozzine, R. (2006).  Teaching students with LD: A practical 
     guide for every teacher.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press.

IV.
Standards

Student learning outcomes will be assessed and grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course objectives through such means as presentations, completed assignments and the evaluation of the field experience.

V.
Rationale and Impact

A.
This new course, resulting from the reconfiguration of several existing courses, will require no new staff.  The course provides essential information regarding the education of, and dispositions toward, individuals with ELN in individualized general settings most closely aligned with mild/moderate disabilities licensure frameworks.  The current trend toward inclusive settings has required teacher candidates from all education majors to demonstrate proficiency in collaborating to meet the needs of this population.  This new course reflects the standards outlined by the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) and the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) and was developed in response to aggregated assessment data analyzed by program faculty.
B. This is designed for, and required of, all students pursuing Special Education Certification.
C. This course will have no impact on other departments.
VI.
Cost and Analysis



A.
There will be no additional costs or staff required.

B.
This course is offered each semester.
VII.
Approved by the University president:

____________________________________________

  __________________



Signature of the President
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