Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Special Education Certificate Program

The Special Education Certificate Program at Lock Haven University is a 30 credit hour program designed to address competencies required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) and the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).  The 30 credit hour program will provide candidates with coursework and field experiences that address the knowledge, skills, and dispositions required by the Framework for Special Education Grades Pre K-8 and 7-12 Guidelines.  

Candidates completing the 30 hour certificate program must also complete a major program of study in another teacher certification area.  Lock Haven University offers many options to achieve this dual certificate including:  Pre-K to 4, Middle Level, Music Education, Health and Physical Education, and Secondary Education (including Math, Science, English, and Social Studies).  The companion content area chosen by the candidate pursuing the special education certificate will determine which level of special education the candidate will be eligible to receive; either a Pre-K to grade 8 special education certificate or Grades 7 to 12 special education certificate.  The special education certificate program is also available to post-baccalaureate students who already possess a teaching certificate in a content area.  

Candidates electing to seek a dual certification in Special Education should make this decision as early as possible in their program of study.  While candidates in each teacher education program must complete the equivalent of 9 semester hours in special education coursework, the dual major will NOT complete the two special education service courses.  Dual major candidates will not complete SPEC 2—Cognitive Development for Diverse Learners and SPEC 3—Instructional Strategies for Students with Disabilities in Inclusive Classrooms.  The competencies addressed in these two courses will be gained through additional special education courses.  Because of the 9 credit hour requirement for all majors, the dual major will actually only take 21 additional credits in special education for a total of 30 credit hours.   

The Special Education Program at Lock Haven University has continuously received National Recognition from the Council for Exceptional Children with the most recent recognition occurring in July 2008.  Although the most recent national review included a review of competencies under the old structure for the Special Education Major, the faculty in the Special Education Program are confident that the new structure will continue to satisfy the Council for Exceptional Children.  The table below identifies the changes that have been made to the program.

	Major Program Courses Available in 2008
	New Certificate Program Required Courses
	Rationale

	SPEC 101 Multicultural Education
	SPEC 2—Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
	This course is not included in the 30 hours, but much of the content is required of all majors per PDE 49-2.  This course also contains objectives required by CEC.

	SPEC 105 Intro. To Exceptionalities
	SPEC 105 Foundations of Special Education
	This is just a course update.

	SPEC 210 Life Skills Support
	SPEC 2—Low Incidence Disabilities Support
	This course combines basic competencies from SPEC 210 and SPEC 225.  It also contains new objectives related to transition services.

	SPEC 215 Learning Support
	SPEC 215 High Incidence Disabilities Support
	This is a course update and includes additional objectives related to cognition and learning.

	SPEC 220 Emotional Support
	SPEC 3—Positive Behavior Supports
	This is a course update to include additional content required by PDE.

	SPEC 225 Multi-disabilities Support
	
	This course content was moved to Low Incidence Disabilities Support and Low Incidence Strategies

	SPEC 300 Communication Needs
	SPEC 300 Communication Disorders and Assistive Technology
	This is a course update.

	SPEC 301 Assessing Educational Needs
	SPEC4—Assessing Educational Needs and Planning for Instruction
	This course combines content from SPEC 301 and SPEC 427.  It also includes competencies related to transition planning.

	SPEC 421 Teaching Strategies for Secondary
	SPEC 4—Strategies for Teaching Students with Low Incidence Disabilities
	This course content includes strategies previously addressed in SPEC 210 and SPEC 225.  The course requirements also include a field experience with low incidence populations, a new PDE requirement.

	SPEC 423 Teaching Strategies for Elementary
	SPEC 4—Strategies for Teaching Students with High Incidence Disabilities
	This course content has been updated to include additional literacy strategies. 

	SPEC 424 Materials and Resources
	
	This course has been integrated into the strategies courses.

	SPEC 425 Issues in Special Education
	SPEC 425 Law and Collaborative Practices 
	This course combines two major content areas for PDE and CEC.

	SPEC 426 Learning Environments
	
	This course content has been integrated into the strategies courses and is also addressed in the content major coursework.

	
SPEC 427 Instructional Planning
	
	This course content has been combined with SPEC 301.

	
	SPEC 3—Literacy Skills for Students with Disabilities
	This is a new course  required of all teacher education majors.


SPEC 2-- Cultural and Linguistic Diversity Course includes content required of all education majors.  This course is not included as part of the 30 credit hour program, but is included as part of the content major program requirements.  In the event that the content major does not require SPEC 2—Cultural and Linguistic Diversity, the dual major must take the special education course beyond the 30 credit hours to ensure adherence to CEC competencies, unless the content major will allow for the special education substitution.  

ECE/SPEC Dual Certification

The special education coursework above addresses all CEC and PDE required competencies.  As per the PDE guidelines, a student seeking dual certification in PreK-4 will be permitted to substitute 15 hours of special education coursework for 15 hours of ECE coursework.  As a result, the dual certificate in PreK-4 will only require an additional 6 semester hours beyond the 120 hours required of the straight ECE major.  The dual certificate in PreK-4 and Special education will require 126 hours for completion (42 hours of general education, 42 hours of Pre-K to 4 required coursework, 30 hours of required special education coursework, and 12 hours of student teaching).   

Middle Level/SPEC Dual Certification
The special education coursework above addresses all CEC and PDE required competencies.  As per the PDE guidelines, a student seeking dual certification in Middle Level Education will be permitted to substitute 12 hours of special education coursework for 12 hours of Middle Level Education coursework.  As a result, the dual certificate in Middle Level Education will only require an additional 9 semester hours beyond the 120 hours required of the straight Middle Level major.  The dual certificate in Middle Level and Special education will require 129 hours for completion (42 hours of general education, 45 hours of Middle Level required coursework, 30 hours of required special education coursework, and 12 hours of student teaching).  

Secondary/SPEC Dual Certification
The special education coursework above addresses all CEC and PDE required competencies.  As per the PDE guidelines, a student seeking dual certification in a Secondary Content Area will not be required to take the 9 credit hours of Accommodations and Adaptations for Diverse Learners.  Instead, the student will take 30 hours of Special Education Coursework designed to meet PDE competencies for Special Education Certification.  The dual certificate in Secondary Education and Special education will require anywhere from 129 hours to 141 hours for completion  depending on the chosen secondary content area (42 hours of general education, 45-57 hours required coursework in the secondary content area, 30 hours of required special education coursework, and 12 hours of student teaching).   

Field Experiences and Student Teaching
As per the PDE Guidelines for Special Education Certification, the dual program does not double the field experience requirements.  Each placement must include students with some type of disabilities.  To enhance the understanding of students with disabilities, the Special Education Program at LHUP requires specific field experiences embedded in many courses.  The courses identified in Stages I and II have field experience hours included as part of the Activities and Requirements section in each course syllabus.  The courses identified in Stages III and IV have field experiences identified in the Units of Study and are therefore part of the 45 hours of study in each 3 credit course.  Those courses and the amount of hours required are described below.

Stage I: Observation


Foundations of Special Education:  

10 hours of observation

Stage II: Exploration


Low Incidence Disabilities Support

20 hours of participation


High Incidence Disabilities Support

20 hours of participation

Stage III:  Pre-Student Teaching


Strategies for Teaching Students

36 hours of supervised teaching


with Low Incidence Disabilities




Strategies for Teaching Students

36 hours of supervised teaching



With High Incidence Disabilities


Law and Collaborative Practices

36 hours of supervised teaching

Stage IV:  Student Teaching


15 weeks of Student Teaching: One placement must be supervised by a certified Special Education Teacher.  The level of the teaching assignment in special education will match the level of the content certification ie. Pre-K to 4, Middle Level, or Secondary.

