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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

PreK-4/Early Childhood Education
Advanced Child Development
ECED605
I.
Introductory Information
A.
Department Name: 



PreK-4/Early Childhood Education
B.
Department Catalog Number: 

605
C.
Course Title:




Advanced Child Development
D.
Semester Hours of Credit: 


3
E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  


3
F.
Overlays:  




none
G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Graduate course provisions apply.  
II.
Description of the Course
A. Catalog description:  Designed to provide graduate students with a review of frameworks for viewing diversity in development from infancy through middle childhood.  These frameworks are then applied to key diversity factors shaping development.  Students are provided with the opportunity to explore several of these factors in depth and to examine and analyze the implications for teaching and learning.

B.
Comprehensive description:  
Classrooms in the United States of America are increasingly diverse.  Children come to school from many racial, cultural and ethnic backgrounds, different socio-economic circumstances and with a range of special needs.  Teachers need to be aware of how the many facets of diversity can influence child development and the experiences of children in the school setting as well as how to effectively address this diversity in the context of teaching and learning.

This course addresses the following National Board for Professional Teaching Standards Propositions (NBPTS) Early Childhood/Generalist Standards:

· Understanding Young Children:  Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in response to their unique needs and potentials.

· Equity, Fairness and Diversity:  Accomplished early childhood teachers model and teach behaviors appropriate in a diverse society by creating a safe, secure learning environment for all children; by showing appreciation of and respect for the individual differences and unique needs of each member of the learning community; and by empowering children to treat others with, and to expect from others, equity, fairness, and dignity.

· Reflective Practice:  Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the quality and effectiveness of their work.

III. Exposition
A. Objectives:  
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Analyze and evaluate a range of diversity factors and evaluate the impact they have on young children’s development and learning.

2. Complete an integrated synthesis of literature on a specific diversity topic.

3. Assess the role of risk and resilience in the development of children at risk for developmental and learning difficulties.
4. Apply course material to the influence of diversity on a specific child’s learning and development.
B. Activities and Requirements:  

1. Complete all readings and web based activities.

2. Participate in daily/weekly discussions.

3. Complete all written assignments.

4. Complete all tests and exams.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:  





(45 hrs)
1. Introduction: frameworks for viewing diversity in development
(6 hrs)
2. Endogenous factors






(3 hrs)
3. Family characteristics






(6 hrs)
4. Subculture: “Minorities” in the U.S.A.




(12 hrs)
5. Culture: International






(6 hrs)
6. Other diversity influences





(6 hrs)
7. Resilience and risk: differential effects of diversity


(6 hrs)
D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.
Suggested textbooks : 

Shore, C. M. (2004).  The many faces of childhood: Diversity in development.  Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

2.
Other materials:  

Computer with Internet access that meets the minimal technical 
requirements of the Lock Haven University online learning services as 
described on the website.
3.
Bibliographic support:  

Berk, L. A. (1999).  Landscapes of development: An anthology of readings.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company.
Bronfenbrenner, U. (1986).  Ecological systems theory.  In R. Vasta (Ed.), Annals of Child Development (Vol. 6, pp 187-251).  Greenwich, CT: JAI Press.

Cole, M. (1996).  Cultural psychology: A once and future discipline.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Diller, J. V. & Moule, J. (2005).  Cultural competence: A primer for educators.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth.
Fraser, M. W. (2004).  Risk and resilience in childhood: An ecological perspective (2nd ed.).  Washington, DC: NASW Press.

Genishi, C., & Goodwin, A. L. (2008).  Diversities in early childhood education: Rethinking and doing.  New York: Routledge.

Goncu, A. (Ed.). (1999).  Children’s engagement in the world: Sociocultural perspectives.  New York: Cambridge University Press.
Keats, D. M. (1997).  Culture and the child: A guide for professionals in child care and development.  New York: Wiley.
Klein, M. D., & Chen, D. (2001).  Working with children from culturally diverse backgrounds.  Belmont, CA: Thomson Delmar.
Lynch, E. W., & Hanson, M. J. (2004).  Developing cross-cultural competence: A guide for working with children and their families (3rd ed.).  Baltimore, MD: Brookes.
Penn, H. (2008).  Understanding early childhood: Issues and controversies, (2nd ed.).  New York: Open University Press.

Ramsey, P. G. (2004).  Teaching and learning in a diverse world (3rd ed.).  New York: Teachers College Press.
Rogoff, B. (2003).  The cultural nature of human development.  New York: Oxford University Press.

Rogoff, B. (1990).  Apprenticeship in thinking: Cognitive development in social context.  New York: Oxford University Press.
Spradlin, L. K., & Parsons, R. D. (2008).  Diversity matters: Understanding diversity in schools (1st ed.).  Florence, KY: Cengage Learning.
Super, C. M., & Harkness, S. (1986).  The developmental niche: A conceptualization of the interface of child and culture.  International Journal of Behavioral Development, 9, 545-570.  
Tobin, J. J., Wu, D. Y. H., & Davidson, D. H. (1989).  Preschool in three cultures: Japan, China and the United States.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.
Tudge, J. (2008).  The everyday lives of young children.  Culture, class, and child rearing in diverse societies.  New York: Cambridge University Press.
Werner, E. E. (2001).  Journeys from childhood to midlife: Risk, resilience, and recovery.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press.
Whiting, B. B., & Edwards, C. P. (1988).  Children of different worlds: The formation of social behavior.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
IV.
Standards  
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, and major projects.

V.
Rationale and Impact:  

A.  This course will be one of five available for the Early Childhood Education option in the Master of Education Program in both Alternative Education and Teaching and Learning.  It may be offered as either an on-campus or an online course.
B.  This course will not negatively impact other programs.
C. This course can be taught face-to-face and as a distance education course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis: 

A.  This course will utilize existing faculty in the Early Childhood Education Department.
B.  This course will be offered each semester or as needed.
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