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I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name:  PreK-4/Early Childhood Education

B. Department Catalog Number:  ECED610
C. Course Title:  Childhood Play:  Theory and Practice

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E. Clock Hours per Week:  3

F. Overlays:  None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Graduate course provisions apply.

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description:  

Designed to provide graduate students with an in depth look at play theories, and the importance of play in child development and learning.

B. Comprehensive Description:

Researchers and educators have documented the importance of play in the social, physical, emotional, cognitive, and cultural development of children.  Using theory as a basis for understanding, this course attempts to promote the relevance of and need for continued use of play in educational settings. 

This course addresses the following National Board of Professional Teaching Standards Propositions (NBPTS) Early Childhood/Generalist Standards:

Understanding Young Children: Accomplished early childhood teachers use their knowledge of child development and their relationships with children and families to understand children as individuals and to plan in response to their unique needs and potentials.
Promoting Child Development and Learning:  Accomplished early childhood teachers promote children’s cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and linguistic development by organizing and orchestrating the
environment in ways that best facilitate the development and learning of young children.
Multiple Teaching Strategies for Meaningful Learning:
Accomplished early childhood teachers use a variety of practices and resources to promote individual development, meaningful learning, and social cooperation.
III. Expositions

A. Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Review and evaluate theories of play.

2. Analyze and explain the importance of play in all developmental areas.

3. Design curriculum that incorporates a variety of theory-based play activities.

4. Summarize the importance of childhood play from an advocacy perspective.

5. Compare play from various perspectives:  gender, race, and culture.

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Complete all readings and online activities.

2. Participate in daily/weekly discussions.

3. Complete all written assignments.

4. Complete all tests and exams.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:                                                (45 hours)

1.
Theories of Play                                                                      (10 hours)

2.
Forms and Functions of Play                                                   (10 hours)

3.
Building a Play Curriculum                                                     (10 hours)

4.
The Power of Play                                                                   (10 hours)

5.
Play in Diverse Cultures                                                            (5 hours)

D. Materials and Bibliography:
1. Suggested textbook:

          Scarlett, W. G., Naduea, S., Salonius-Pasternak, & Ponte, I. (2005).  

          Children’s play.  Thousand Oakes, CA: Sage. 
2. Other Materials:



Computer and Internet access that meets the minimum technical requirements of Lock Haven University’s online learning services as described on the website.

3. Bibliographic support:
Brown , S. & Vaughan, C. (2009). Play: How it shapes the brain, opens the imagination, and invigorates the soul. Penguin Group.

Edwards (2010).  The creative arts: A process approach for teachers and children.5/e Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill. 
Elkind, D. (2008). Power of play: Learning what comes naturally. Cambridge, MA: Da Capo Press.
Garvey, C. (1990).  Play.  Cambridge, MA: First Harvard University Press. 
Johnson, J.E., Chriostie, J.C. & Wardle, F. (2005).  Play, development, and early education.  Boston, MA: Pearson/Allyn and Bacon.
Linder, T. W. (2008). Transdisciplinary play-based assessment (TPBA2): A functional approach to working with young children. Paul H. Brookes.
Lytle, D. E. (Ed.). (2003). Play and educational theory and practice.  Praeger Publishers.
 Paley, V. G. (2005).  A child’s work: The importance of fantasy play.  Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press.

Paley, V. G. (1993).  You can’t say you can’t play. Cambridge,             MA:  First Harvard University Press. 
Roopnarine, J.P., Johnson, J. E., & Hooper, F.H. (eds.) (1994).  Children’s play in diverse cultures. Albany, NY: SUNY.

Sluss, D. J. (2005). Supporting play: Birth through age eight.  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Wellhousen, K. Kieff, J. (2001). A constructivist approach to block play in early childhood. Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning.
Wolfberg , P. J. (2009). Play and imagination in children with   autism, (2nd ed.). New York, NY: Teachers College Press.

IV. Standards
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, and major projects.

V. Rationale
A. This course will be one of five available for the Early Childhood Education option in the Master of Education Program in both Alternative Education and Teaching and Learning.  This course may be offered either as an on-campus or online course.

B. This course will not negatively impact other programs.

C. This course can be taught face to face and as a distance education course.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. This course will utilize existing faculty in the Early Childhood Education Department.

B. This course will be offered each semester or as needed.
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