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I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name:  PreK-4/Early Childhood Education
B. Department Catalog Number:  ECED615
C. Course Title:  Family, Community and Educational Collaboration

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E. Clock Hours per Week:  3

F. Overlays:  None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Graduate course provisions apply.
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description:  

Designed to provide graduate students with a review of frameworks for viewing educational collaboration from a family and community perspective.  These two factors are explored in depth to examine and analyze their implications for teaching and learning.
B. Comprehensive Description:

The educational setting is only one part of a child’s relationship within the larger context of their family and community. Educators need to be aware of how these factors influence a child and how to effectively utilize these resources to support their teaching toward optimal child learning.

This course addresses the following National Board of Professional Teaching Standards Propositions (NBPTS) Early Childhood/Generalist Standards:

Family and Community Partnerships: Accomplished early childhood teachers work with and through families and communities to support children’s learning and development.

Professional Partnerships: Accomplished early childhood teachers work as leaders and collaborators in the professional community to improve programs and practices for young children and their families.

Reflective Practice:  Accomplished early childhood teachers regularly analyze, evaluate, and synthesize to strengthen the qualified effectiveness of their work.

III. Expositions

A. Objectives

Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:
1. Analyze a range of family factors and evaluate the impact they have on young children in the educational setting.

2. Assess the role of community and the impact it has on young children in the educational setting.

3. Integrate and synthesize current literature on a specific family or community factor relevant to the educational setting of young children.

4. Understand family, community and educational collaboration models for early childhood education settings.
B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Complete all readings and online activities.

2. Participate in daily/weekly discussions.

3. Complete all written assignments.

4. Complete all tests and exams.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:                                                (45 hours)
1.
Theories and Models of Family                                         (10 hours)

2.
Community Structure and Resources                                (10 hours)

3.
Contemporary Family Issues                                             (10 hours)

4.
Models of Educational Collaboration                                (10 hours)

5.
Effective Communication and Collaboration                      (5 hours)

D. Materials and Bibliography:
1. Suggested textbooks:

Grant, K.B. & Ray, J. A. (2010).  Home, school, and community  collaboration: Culturally responsive family involvement.  Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, Inc.

2. Other Materials:



        Computer and Internet connection.

3. Bibliographic support:
Baker, A.C. & Manfredi/Petitt, L.A. (2004).  Relationships, the heart of quality care: Creating community among adults in early care settings.  Washington, DC: National Association for the Education of Young Children.

Baptiste, N. & Reyes, L. (2005).  Understanding ethics in early care and education.  Upper Saddle, NJ: Pearson Educations, Inc.

Berns, R. (2007).  Child, family, school, community socialization and support.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.
Butterfield, P.M., Martin, C.A., & Praire, A.P. (2004).  Emotional connections: How relationships guide early learning.  Washington, DC: Zero to Three Press.
Couchenour, D., & Chrisman, K. (2004).  Families, schools and communities: Together for young children. (2nd ed.).  Clifton Park, NY: Thomson Delmar Learning.

Darrah, C. N., Freeman, J.M., & English-Lueck, J.A. (2007).  Busier than ever: Why american families can’t slow down.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.
Diss, R., & Buckley, P. (2005).  Developing family and community involvement skills through case studies and field experiences.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Erera, P.I. (2002).  Family diversity: Continuity and change in the contemporary family.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.

Fenney, S., & Freeman, N. (1999).  Ethics and the early childhood educator: Using the NAEYC code.  Washington, DC: The National Association for the Education of Young Children. 

Folbre, N. (2008).  Valuing children: Rethinking the economics of the family.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Gestwicki, Carol. (2007).  Home, school and community relations (7th ed.).  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Gilbert, K.R. (2006).  The family (32nd ed.).  Dubuque, IA: McGraw-Hill Contemporary Learning Series.
Gonzalez-Mena, J. (2009).  Child, family and community: Family-centered early care and education. (5th ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson Education, Inc.

Heath, Phyllis. (2009).  Parent-child relations: Context, research, and application. (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson Education, Inc.

Hertz, R. & Marshall, N.L. (2001).  Working families: The transformation of the American home.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Hymowitz, K.S. (2006).  Marriage and caste in America: Separate and unequal families in a post-marital age.  Chicago, IL: Ivan R. Dee, Publisher.

Jalong, M., & Isenberg, J. (2004).  Exploring your role: A practitioner’s introduction to early childhood education. (2nd ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Person Education, Inc.
Katz, L.G. & Ward, E. (1978).  Ethical behavior in early childhood education.  Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children.
McDermott, D. (2008).  Developing caring relationships among parents, children, schools and communities.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.

Miller, K. (2008).  Family.  Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press.
Ojeda, A. (2003).  The family: Opposing viewpoints.  Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press.

Popenoe, D. (2005).  War over the family.  New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers.

Rockwell, R.E., Andre, L.C., & Hawley, M.K. (2010).  Families and educators as partners. (2nd ed.).  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

Turner, J. S. (2002).  Families in America: A reference handbook.  Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, Inc.

Zimmerman, S. L. (2001).  Family policy:  Constructed solutions to family problems.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.
IV. Standards
Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, weekly assignments, and major projects.

V. Rationale
A. This course will be one of five available for the Early Childhood Education option in the Master of Education Program in both Alternative Education and Teaching and Learning.

B. This course will not negatively impact other programs.

C. This course can be taught face-to-face and as a distance education course.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. This course will utilize existing faculty in the Early Childhood Education Department.

B. This course will be offered each semester or as needed.

