To:
Education and Human Services Curriculum Committee

From:
Social Work Program 

Date:
November 11, 2009
RE:
Support for Special Education Community Services Track
The Social Work Program faculty enthusiastically support the creation of the Community Services Track within the Special Education major.  Students in this track will take several social work courses to satisfy the requirements of the major.  These courses include:  SOCW 102 Introduction to Social Work; SOCW 110 Diverse Populations and Groups; SOCW201 Human Behavior in the Social Environment 1; SOCW203  Human Behavior in the Social Environment 2; and two social work electives.

The Social Work Program faculty consider this degree a win-win for majors in both programs.  Students who are unable to progress in the Social Work major because of not being able to meet the program’s criteria now have another option for a degree instead of majoring in General Studies.  Students who want to be Special Education majors can stay within that major and take some courses in social work that will prepare them for working in a group home or other community service agency that serves the needs of persons with disabilities.  We are excited about this opportunity to collaborate with the Special Education program and welcome these students into our classes.  

Sincerely,

Lynette Reitz

Social Work Program Director
