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The Special Education Department faculty would like to propose a new “Community Services” track within the special education major.  This new track is a noncertification program of study which combines course work in special education with courses in social work, business, and management.  The goal of this program is to prepare students for employment with community agencies that serve the needs individuals with disabilities.   Employment opportunities exist for graduates to serve as client case managers, program supervisors, sheltered living specialists, employment supervisors, and as mental health/mental retardation specialists.   

The Community Services track has been developed collaboratively with the social work program and the Communications Department.  Required course work included in this track has been carefully chosen to enable the students to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to be successful in the community service field of employment.  The culminating activity of the program will be a fifteen week supervised internship with a local community agency that serves the needs of individuals with disabilities.
While it is expected that some students will select the Community Services track upon entering the University, we also believe that the program will serve as an agent to increase retention of students who have not been able to progress in the special education and social work programs.  The current rigor of licensure programs in both teacher education and social work has been it difficult for average students to be successful.  The community services track will require students to earn a minimum of “C” grades in their major courses, but will not require a minimum overall GPA, nor will it require the passing of licensure exams.  This program is a viable option for students who otherwise would have had to graduate with a degree in general studies, or who would have not graduated at all.

