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B. S. in General Studies

Option I

Students may select the standard B. S. in General Studies under the jurisdiction of the General Studies Review Board.  (See Appendix A for the full description of Option I.)

Students must have a 2.5 GPA to enter Option I. 

Option II

Eligibility: Option II is restricted to students in good academic standing (minimum of 2.0 GPA) who have earned a minimum of 45 s.h., and find themselves unable to meet the requirements of a declared major (e.g., 3.0 GPA).

Rationale: The requirements for a college degree for many of the majors at LHUP have become increasingly more stringent. Those changes have occurred for many reasons including as a result of state legislation (e.g., 3.0 GPA requirement for teacher certification). This has created a dilemma for many of our students. They find themselves in good standing in the university, however, they are unable to meet the more stringent requirements of their declared major. For many of these students, changing to another major will require many additional semesters of academic work because much of the completed academic work will not be recognized by the new major. This Option II General Studies degree is proposed as a mechanism to recognize the completed academic work of students and provide a pathway for them to complete a college degree in a reasonable time-span.

General Education requirements are the same as common to all B.S. degrees.

· General Education
52 s.h.

Additional requirements comprise the following four components:

· Foundational Skills for Life
18 s.h.

· Original Major Course Component
17 s.h.

· Completion of a recognized LHUP minor or equivalent
18 s.h.

· General Studies Electives
15 s.h.
Total:
       120 s.h.

Foundational Skills for Life (18 s.h.)

	Foundational Area
	Select a minimum of one from each area
	s.h.

	Writing
	ENGL 258—Business Writing

ENGL 315—Composition Usage and Editing Techniques

ENGL 360—Technical Writing

JOUR 190—News Writing

JOUR 205—Computer Mediated Writing

JOUR 210—Legal Writing

JOUR 390—Feature Writing

JOUR 394—Magazine Writing

JOUR 450—Opinion Writing

JOUR 495—Public Relations Writing
	3

	Speech
	MCOM 100—Introduction to Communication 

SPCH 102—Fundamentals of Public Speaking

SPCH 103—Small Group Communication

SPCH 104—Interpersonal Communication
	3

	Computer

 Science/

Management/

Accounting
	CISC 150—Introduction to Computers

ACCT 110—Financial Accounting

MANG 220—Intro to Personal Financial Management
	3

	Math
	MATH 107—Basic Statistics

MATH 112—Intermediate Algebra

MATH 113—Elementary Functions 

MATH 141—Calculus 1 

Or any course requiring the above as prerequisites
	3


An additional 6 s.h. at the 300-400 level must be selected from the above foundation areas. 

Original Major Course Component (17 s.h)

Exclusive of Foundational Skills and General Education requirements, students, in consultation with their academic advisors, will designate completed courses from their original majors to fulfill this requirement. A maximum of 17 credits will be utilized for this part of the degree program.  Certain prescriptive tracks may be offered within programs.  (See Special Education, Alternative Education)

Academic Minor Component (18 s.h.)

This component is comprised of the completion of at least one academic minor exclusive of the Original Major Courses Component.  LHUP offers 39 different minors. In exceptional circumstances, the advisor, department chairperson, and the appropriate college dean may approve a track equivalent to a minor.

General Studies Electives Component (15 s.h.)

The final component is comprised of the completion of 15 s.h. of elective courses.  At least 9 of the 15 s.h. must be at the 300/400 level.  Students will need to consult with their academic advisors and receive their approval for course selections.

