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EDUCATION
Ph.D. in Literature and Criticism
Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA., 15705
Dissertation: The Presence, Roles and Functions of the Grotesque in Toni Morrison’s Novels

Master of Science in Education, December 21, 2002;
	Pennsylvania State University, State College, PA., 16802;                                                                                                      	Major: Curriculum and Instruction;		
	Concentration: Supervision and Instruction;
	Overall G.P.A.: 4.0/4.0

Bachelor of Science in Education, May 6, 2000;
Shippensburg University, Shippensburg, PA., 17257; 
Major: Communication Arts; 
Minor: Speech Communications;
 	Concentration: Literature and Speech; 
Overall G.P.A.: 3.8/4.0; Summa Cum Laude

 CERTIFICATION
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Teaching Certificate: 7-12 Communication Arts (active)

 ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE
Assistant Professor of English and English Education Program Coordinator Lock Haven University, Lock Haven, PA 17745
	Courses taught: Freshman Composition, Methods I of Teaching English, Methods II
of Teaching English, Student Teaching and Practicum, First-Year Seminar, Introduction to Literature, Adolescent Literature

Writing Placement Exam/Portfolio Rater Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA 15705, May
2007-July 2007
Administered English placement exams; rated portfolios and English placement exams

Consulting Editor September 2006-March 2008

Adjunct Instructor  Pennsylvania State University (Altoona campus), Altoona, PA 16602, January
2007-May 2007
		Course taught: American Studies: Popular Culture and Folklife

Teaching Associate Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, 15705, August, 
	2004-December 2006
		Courses taught: College Writing, Research Writing, and Humanities Literature

Adjunct Instructor Pennsylvania Highlands Community College, Johnstown, PA, 15907, Summer 
 2005 and Summer 2006
Courses taught: American Lit. Survey I and Business Letter and Report Writing

Recorded Book Assistant Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA., 15705, Summer 2006
Book recorded: Engaged Writers, Dynamic Disciplines for ENGL 730: Teaching Writing

Adjunct Instructor Mount Aloysius College, Cresson, PA, 16630, January, 2004-May 2004
		Course taught: Rhetoric I

Graduate Assistant Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, 15705, January, 2003-May, 2004

English Teacher (full-time, permanent), Williamsburg, PA, 16659, August, 2001-December,
            2003 
Classes taught: Eighth Grade General English, Eighth Grade Speech and Novels, and Tenth and Twelfth Grade General and Academic English

English Teacher (full-time, ½ year long-term substitute), Williamsburg, PA, 16659, January,
2001-August 2001
		
English Teacher (part-time, permanent), Hollidaysburg, PA, 16648, August, 2000-December
2000
Classes taught: Eighth and Ninth Grade General English

PUBLICATIONS
Toni Morrison’s Novels: The Grotesque as Social, Cultural, and Political Aesthetic.  Koln, Germany: 
	LAP Lambert, 2009.

“Using the Literacy Narrative in Freshman Composition: How to Get Students to
Recognize Literacy Performance Achievement.”  Literacy and Performance: Proceedings of the 2007 EAPSU Annual Conference, Pennsylvania, 26-27 October.  Eds.  Marlen Elliot Harrison and Melissa Jane Lingle-Martin.  English Association of Pennsylvania State Universities.  <www.eapsu.org>.

“Highlighting Artistic, Cultural, and Political Hair in Literature During the Black Arts and Black
	Power Movements.”  Florida English 5 (2007): 26-36.

“Tell Your Mother Thank You.”  Shippensburg University Magazine Spring 2006: 47.

“Redefining the Female Self Through Female Communities: Margaret Cavendish’s The Female
 Academy, The Convent of Pleasure, and Bell in Campo.”  Shakespeare and Renaissance
Association of West Virginia Selected Papers 29 (2006): 37-46.

“Wanda Coleman.”  Contemporary American Ethnic Poets: Lives, Works, Sources.  Ed.  Linda
Cullum.  Westport: Greenwood, 2004.

“Quincy Troupe.”  Contemporary American Ethnic Poets: Lives, Works, Sources.  Ed.  Linda
Cullum.  Westport: Greenwood, 2004.

“Highlighting Cultural and Political Hair During the Black Arts and Black Power Movements.”
 	2004 IUP Inter-Disciplinary Graduate Conference Proceedings: All Together
	Now: Culture and Society On An (Inter)National Stage.  Ed.  Claire Norris.  17-26.
 
 PRESENTATIONS 
“The Obeah/Mudmother as the Keeper of Knowledge in Toni Morrison’s Novels:  The Cases of Pilate
Dead in Song of Solomon and Maria Therese Foucault in Tar Baby.”  A River Runs Through Us.  2010 English Association of Pennsylvania State Universities.  Lock Haven University, Lock Haven, PA, October 1-3.  

“The Grotesque and Killer Motherlove: The Cases of Eva Peace and Sethe in Toni Morrison’s Sula 
	and Beloved.”  2010 Pennsylvania College English Association.  Bethlehem, PA, April 8-10.

“Intersections among Monomania, Love, Violence and the Grotesque: The Case of Hagar Dead in Toni
	Morrison’s Song of Solomon.”  New Jersey College English Association.  33rd Annual Spring
	Conference.  Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ.  March 27, 2010.

 “Using College Freshman Literacy Narratives to Facilitate Teaching Writing Methodologies to 	Teacher Candidates.”   Poster session.  Once and Future Classics: Reading Between the Lines.  	2009 National 	Council of Teachers of English Convention.  Philadelphia, PA, November 19-	24, 2009. 

“Classifying Toni Morrison’s Literary Grotesques as Postmodern Grotesques.”  Celebrating American 
Literature.  2008 Pennsylvania College English Association.  State College, PA, April 10-12.
    
“Performing as Writers: Using the Literacy Narrative to Get Students to View Themselves as Writers.”
Literacy and Performance.  2007 English Association of Pennsylvania State Universities Conference.  Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, October 26-27, 2007.
	
“A Reading of Paul Lawrence Dunbar’s ‘Sympathy’.”  Invited Presenter.  African American
Community Dinner Program.  Pennsylvania State University (Altoona), Altoona, PA,
February 4, 2007.   

“Toni Morrison’s ‘Self-invented’ Characters: Reconceptualizing the Physically Disabled.”	
 	Disability Studies 2: (Re?)Visioning Disability Studies for the Self & in Literature.
2006 Annual Conference of the Mid Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association.  Baltimore, MD, October 27-29, 2006.

“The Grotesque in Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye.”   Forging Connections: The Past Meets the
Future.  2006 Pennsylvania College English Association Conference.  Pittsburgh, PA, March 23-25, 2006.

“The Process of Teaching Research Writing: Pitfalls and Productivity.”  Panel presentation.
	Investigating Our Reality: Bridging Interdisciplinary Gaps.  2006 English Graduate
Conference and Graduate Student Assembly Conference.  Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, February 17-18, 2006.

“Redefining the Female Self Through Female Communities: Margaret Cavendish’s The Female
 Academy, The Convent of Pleasure, and Bell in Campo.”  The Shakespeare and Renaissance
Association of West Virginia.  Bethany, WV, May 19-21, 2005.

“From Romance Novel to Autobiographical Novel: Recategorizing F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Tender Is the	 Night.”  Mighty Swords and Mightier Pens: Evocations of War in Literature, Film, and
	Composition.  2005 Pennsylvania College English Association Conference.  Gettysburg, PA, 
	April 7-9, 2005.

“The Positive Shrillness of Annie Dillard’s Voice in An American Childhood.  Transforming Our
World and Work: A Graduate Conference Highlighting the Arts, Sciences, and Humanities. 
2004 English Graduate Student and Graduate Student Assembly Conference.  Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, February 18-19, 2005.

“Fairy Tale Motifs in Gail Godwin’s Own Fairy Tale, Father Melancholy’s Daughter.”  All Aboard!
New Directions in Literature, Film, and Pedagogy.  2004 Pennsylvania College English Association Conference.  Scranton, PA, March 18-20, 2004.

“Highlighting Cultural and Political Hair During the Black Arts and Black Power Movements.”  All
Together Now: Culture and Society on an (Inter)National Stage.  2005 English Graduate Student and Graduate Student Assembly Conference.  Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Indiana, PA, February 21, 2004.

OTHER SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES
	Attended the Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts 2010 Conference: 
		Reading and Writing in an Age of Change.  State College, PA, October 22-23, 2010.
	
Chairperson for Race, Memory, Land.  A River Runs Through Us.  2010 English Association of		Pennsylvania State Universities Conference.  Lock Haven University, Lock Haven, PA,
	October 1-3.
  
Chairperson for Sustainability/Survival.  A River Runs Through Us.  2010 English Association of	Pennsylvania State Universities Conference.  Lock Haven University, Lock Haven, PA,		 October 1-3.
  
	Participant in PA’s Standard Aligned System (SAS): Connecting with Teacher and Administrator 
		Preparation Programs in Pennsylvania Training.  Hosted by Pennsylvania Department of 			Education. June 7-8, 2010.

	Reviewer for The Journal, a peer-reviewed journal of the Middle States Council of  Social Studies.  		Appointed Spring 2009.
	
Participant in the PRS Tutorial for Institutions Submitting Program Reports Webinar.  Hosted by 
National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education.  Presenter Margie Crutchfield,
Associate Vice President, Program Review.  August 14, 2008.	


Participant and Presenter at Sixth Annual New Faculty Internationalization Workshop.  Sponsored by 
Lock Haven University.  Zacatecas, Mexico, May 15-23, 2008.

Secondary/Special Education Workshop at Lock Haven University.  Grant: Modifying Secondary 
	Education Programs to Meet New PDE Requirements for Special Education.  July 16, 18, 20, 
	and 30, 2007.

Pennsylvania Conference on English Education Colloquium 2007: Leadership, Policy, and
	Practices.  Harrisburg, PA, April 20, 2007.

Chairperson for Disability Studies 2: (Re?)Visioning Disability Studies for the Self & in Literature.
2006 Annual Conference of the Mid Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association.  Baltimore, MD, October 27-29, 2006.

Presenter at the Workshop, Questioning Your Colleagues: Life in Community Colleges.  Sponsored by
	the English Graduate Organization.  Indiana University of PA.  Indiana, PA, March 29, 2006.

Chairperson for Self Disclosure: Sharing Oneself Through the Creation and Interpretation
of Art session.  Mighty Swords and Mightier Pens: Evocations of War in Literature, Film, and Composition.  2005 Pennsylvania College English Association Conference.  Gettysburg, PA, April 7-9, 2005. 

Blackboard Training.  Mount Aloysius College.   April 24, 2004. 

Chairperson for The American Landscape session.  All Aboard!  New Directions in Literature,
Film, and Pedagogy.  Scranton, PA, Pennsylvania College English Association 2004 Conference, March 18-20, 2004.

SERVICE
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY
Faculty Safe Zone Ally (trained August 25, 2010)
Search Committee for Director of Student Teaching and Field Experiences—Spring 2010
Search Committee for Interim Director of Teacher of Education—Winter Break 2009/2010
New Cooperating Teachers Workshop— January 13, 2010, January 7, 2009, August 13, 2008, January 	16, 2008
Server at Student Christmas Dinner at Bentley—December 7, 2009 and December 6, 2007
Teacher Work Sample Revision Committee—Summer 2009
Search Committee for Director of Teacher Education—Spring 2009
Teacher Work Sample Inter-rater Reliability Committee—Spring 2009
Open House: Representative for Secondary Education Programs— February 20, 2010, October 11, 	2008, March 1, 2008, February 9, 2008 
Interviewee for Librarian Elsa Winch’s Project—August 12, 2008

DEPARTMENTAL
English Department English Careers Committee—2010/2011 Academic Year
English Department Scholarship Committee—2010/2011 (chair), 2009/2010, 2007/2008 Academic Years
Honors Course Augmentation to ENGL235 (for Charlotte Cox).  Research on Remedial Reading 	Programs (Read 180 and Soar to Success).  Presentation entitled, “Remedial Reading: What’s 	the Jist?” presented to ENGL235.  Spring 2009.  
English Department Assessment Committee—2007/2008 Academic Year
Academic Majors Fair: Representative for English—September 18, 2007
Interviewee for Student’s Paper in ENGL 237 Course—November 2007

DEPARTMENTAL/PROGRAM
Secondary English Program Coordinator—Fall 2007 to present
Council of Teacher Education— Fall 2007 to present
Program Coordinators Secondary Education Committee— Fall 2007 to present
University Supervisors Committee— Fall 2007 to present
Student Teacher Field Supervisor— Fall 2007 to present
Co-advisor to all Secondary English Majors— Fall 2007 to present
Advisor to all Secondary English and Special Education Majors—Fall 2009 to present
Revision to ENGL494—Fall 2009
English Secondary Education Program Review with Revisions—Fall 2008-Fall 2009
Creation of Secondary English Program with Second Major in Special Education Program—Fall 2009
Secondary English Program Degree Revision—Summer and Fall 2008
Revision to ENGL206—Summer and Fall 2008

COMMUNITY	
The Dictionary Project.  Worked with April Welshans and Beverly Bower to Organize Project to
 	Disseminate Dictionaries to 3rd Graders and Teach How to Use Them.  In Progress.  
Volunteer for the Lock Haven Shoe Bank.  Fitted and Distributed Shoes to Infants, Children and Teens
 at the Methodist Church in Renovo, PA .  August 28, 2010.
Assistant with the Makin’ Waves Summer Poetry Programming Between Ross Library and Avenue 
209.  Lock Haven, PA.  Dates Participated: July 20 and 27, 2010.
Reader and Assistant for the Lunch Bunch Program.  Ross Library.  Lock Haven, PA.  July 27, 2010.  
Theme: Water; Book: The Waterhorse.
Teacher and Assistant for the Lunch Bunch Program.  Partnership between Millbrook Playhouse and 
Ross Library.  Lock Haven, PA.  June 24, July 1 and 8.  Theme: Water; Book: The Wind and the Willows.
Assistant to the Director of 1st-5th grades.  Millbrook Playhouse Camp PLAY time. Dates Participated: 
May 11, 12, and 14.  Performance Date: May 15, 2010; two shows.    
Children’s Festival.  April 24, 2010.  ENGL235 (Adolescent Literature volunteers: Jennifer Cappelli, 	Russell Dauberman, Kalyn Dipko, Krystel Hillbish, Liam McKie, Natalie Morselander, 	Stephanie O’Donnell, Rachel Page, John Palermo, and Taylor Potts): Loving Literacy (book 	talk, story time, “live” characters, books on display, door prizes, and free bookmarks and 	candy).
Judge for the Martin Luther King Day of Challenge Essay Contest—Winter Break 2009/2010 and 	Spring 2010.  Sponsored by Mountain Serve in Conjunction with Big Brothers and Big Sisters 	and the John Yost Center of Williamsport.
Clinton County American Cancer Society Volunteer: Daffodil Days Volunteer; sold daffodils at 
Kmart—March 27, 2008



PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Lock Haven Rotary Chapter 7370				Toni Morrison Society
Modern Language Association				National Council of Teachers of English
Pi Lambda Theta 						Phi Kappa Phi				
Kappa Delta Pi 						Sigma Tau Delta
Pennsylvania College English Association			New Jersey College English Associat	ion
Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Association	
The Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the National Council of Teachers of English (ALAN)	

