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Whatõs Up with Those Release/Reassigned  

Time Surveys? 

 
By now, many of you know about the survey asking for informa-

tion about released/reassigned time for positions you may hold. 

The provost is acquiring information about these positions in 

order to update the job descriptions, streamline the number of 

positions, and possibly increase the amount of time for some 

positions. There was recently a second request for information 

that asks for an amount of time per week that is required for 

your release/assigned time position. You provide this same infor-

mation as part of your Snyder Report.  

 

If any changes occur in your release time, it is important to have 

a new job description, indicating exactly what your responsibili-

ties are.  If you experience a reduction in release time, the new 

description should not have everything that was included on the 

prior description.  If you had a release/reassigned time position 

in the past and now do not get credits for it, you should not do 

the activity. 
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Spring 2009  
 
Feb 
17: Faculty/Management M&D  
 Bentley S06, 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
18: Coach/Management M&D  
 Bentley S07 
 11:30amð12:30pm 
 
Mar 
10: Membership Meeting  
 Hall of Flags, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
 Guest Speaker : Steve Hicks,  

 APSCUF President  
11:  Executive Council  
 APSCUF Office,  5:00 p.m. 
17: Faculty/Management M&D  
 Bentley S06, 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
18: Coach/Management M&D  
 Bentley S05 
 11:30amð12:30pm 
19:  Legislatorôs Day  
 PUB 11:30 - 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April   
2-4 Legislative Assembly  
 Hilton Garden Inn Pittsburgh-  
 Southpointe, Canonsburg  
7: Membership Meeting  
 Hall of Flags, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
8:  Executive Council  
 APSCUF Office,  5:00 p.m. 
15: Coach/Management M&D  
 Bentley S05 
 11:30amð12:30pm 
21: Faculty/Management M&D  
 Bentley S06, 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
28:  Membership Picnic/Retiree Recognition  

 Sieg Conference Center 
 4:00 p.m.  
 
May  
5: Membership Picnic/Meeting/  
 Retiree Recognition  
 Place TBA, begins at 4:00 p.m. 
13:  Executive Council  
 APSCUF Office,  5:00 p.m. 
19: Faculty/Management M&D  
 Bentley S06, 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
20: Coach/Management M&D  
 Bentley S05 
 11:30amð12:30pm 

Important APSCUF Dates to Remember ñAY 2008/2009  
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Mark Your Calendar for the Spring Social!!   

 

The APSCUF Social Committee is pleased to announce our Spring Social on 

March 20, 2009, at the US Army Reserve building in McElhattan.  Our theme 

this year is òCountry Ho Down!ó and will include Square Dancing, Texas 

HoldõEm game, and food with a western flavor!  Dress up in your best Coun-

try fashion if you wish!  Keep your eyes open for the official invitations com-

ing soon, but put Friday, March 20 on your calendars and help us bring in the 

Spring! 
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Classic Databases:  Polling the Nations: The Ultimate Survey Database 

 

 Most databases to which we subscribe are either created by or are bought out by big companies.  Eb-

sco.  Thompson/Gale.  Cambridge Scientific.  ProQuest.  And then there is Polling the Nations (PTN).  When 

opening it up for the first time, the look of this small-time database is immediately apparent.  Itõs like compar-

ing the sophisticated marketing that goes into a bottle of Minute Maid orange juice with a hand written sign 

over the neighborõs kidõs orange juice stand.   But despite its amateur-like appearance, PTN is a very impres-

sive database. 

 PTN has been around since the mid eighties.  For years, it was a strictly lo-tech operation, with a 

yearly print index accompanied by lots of microfiche.  You would search the index by topic, but the actual 

questions, results, how it was distributed, and number of respondents would be on the microfiche. 

Several years ago PTN went hi-tech, making both the index and all the polling data accessible online.  Among 

its over 14,000 surveys, drawn from television networks, newspapers, associations, publications, corpora-

tions, colleges, & universities, are such notable polling firms as Roper, Gallup, Harris, CNN, ABC, NBC, CBS, PBS, 

USA Today, and the NYTs.  The nature of the polls indexed normally focuses on social, political, and economic 

issues at an international, national, state or local level. 

 All totaled, there are currently around a half million survey questions included in this database.  You 

can either search by keyword or by topic, of which there are approximately 4,000 topics to choose from.   In 

addition to searching by either of these methods, you can limit your search by date, universe, and source.  By 

universe, it means one of three things: either by country, by state, or by a category called local.  So for exam-

ple, you could look for survey data surveys dealing with capital punishment and limit it to Australia, or to Ar-

kansas, or even Anchorage.  And limiting by source means that you can just view polls done by Roper or 

Gallup. 

 What you will retrieve will be the survey question, followed by the results in percentages.  With the 

results will be the Field Date (the date it was done), the Universe (who took part in it), Additional Informa-

tion (details about whether it was via phone, or door to door, and the number who took part), and finally 

Contact Information in case you want to contact the company who took it.  Finally, there are options that 

will graph the data for you, that will allow you to export the data, and that will enable you to see all the 

other questions in the survey. 

 Especially for those of you who teach political science, sociology, communication, social work, or 

business, PTN can provide your students data that can bolster their speeches or research papers.  Keep Poll-

ing the Nations in mind the next time you need good survey data! 

 

Rick Lilla 
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Muhammad Aslam (Mathematics) published ñSmoothing Transforms for Wavelet Approximation of Piece-

wise Smooth Functionsò in IET Image Processing 2 (November 2008): 239-48.  
 

Pamela Czapla (Academic Development & Counseling) had presentation proposals accepted by both the 

Pennsylvania Association for Developmental Educators (PADE) and TutorTrac. 

 

Walt Eisenhauer (Physician Assistant) was appointed to the Jersey Shore Hospital Board of Directors for a 

three-year term effective as of January 2009. 
 

Brett Everhart  (Health & Physical Education) is the Vice President-Elect of the Physical Education Division 

for the Pennsylvania State Association for Health, Recreation, Physical Education, and Dance. 
 

Patrizia Hoffman  (Communication) will present "Marginalization in the classroom: How educators can em-

power marginalized students by using rhetorical sensitivity to help them to develop effective communication 

skills" at the Pennsylvania Black Conference on Higher Education in Harrisburg in March 2009.  
 

Marlene Jensen (Business Administration) co-authored ñPerceptions of Product Discounts during an Eco-

nomic Downturn,ò a research paper presented at the conference of the International Academy of Business and 

Public Administration Disciplines in Orlando, Florida, on 7 January 2009.  The paper received a research 

award, and Marlene was invited to submit it to a peer-reviewed journal.  

 

Reynol Junco (Academic Development & Counseling), with Dianne M. Timm of Cornell College, co-edited 

Using Emerging Technologies to Enhance Student Engagement, a volume in the New Directions for Student 

Services series published by Wiley/Jossey-Bass.  The online version and more information are available at  

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/121572001/issue. 

  

Richard Mikula  (Mathematics) reviewed Contact Geometry and Nonlinear Differential Equations, by A. 

Kushner, V. Lychagin and V. Rubtsov (Cambridge University Press, 2007).  The review appears in the Janu-

ary 2009 issue of Dynamical Systems Magazine, available online at http://www.dynamicalsystems.org. 
 

Kathy Richards (Elementary Education/Interim Honors Director) was awarded an Alumni Scholarship to 

take ten Honors students to the Northeast Regional Honors Conference in Annapolis, Maryland, to present 

their research in March 2009. 
 

Steven Rush (Elementary Education) presented "Challenging your elementary students to act like scientists is 

easier than you think" at the School Science and Mathematics Association Annual Convention in Raleigh-

Durham, North Carolina, 13-15 November 2008. 
(Continued on page 5) 

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/121572001/issue
http://www.dynamicalsystems.org
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Laxman D. Satya (History) reviewed Forest Ecology in India: Colonial Maharashtra, 1850-1950, by Neena 

Ambre Rao (Hyderabad: Foundation Books, 2008) in Environment and History 15.1 (February 2009).  

 

Kristen Selvage (Athletics) recently became President of the Intercollegiate Women's Lacrosse Coaches As-

sociation, the governing body of women's college lacrosse.  Kristen also serves as a member of the U.S. La-

crosse Women's Division Board of Governors.  Her husband Matthew is currently deployed with the U.S. 

Army National Guard, and Kristen is caring for their daughters, Maddisen (almost three) and Lillian (one and 

a half). 
 

Sharon Stringer (Communication) had great fun serving as a community journalist for the inauguration of 

President Obama.  The piece she recorded for WPSU-FM aired on 18 January 2009 and was titled "People's 

Choice Gala."  

(Continued from page 4) 

 

 
 

 

We will start accepting online nominations through the APSCUF website (a 
link will be sent) on March 10 for both elected positions and appointed po-
sitions.  We will accept nominations for both until March 31.  

The appointed positions will be appointed by Mark Cloud. We will accept 
nominations from the floor at the Membership Meeting on April 7 and elec-
tions will be held online through Survey Monkey on April 16 and 17.  
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Legislative Assembly Report  
 

By Howie Congdon 

 

 Your long, anxious wait is over.  Youõve been waiting with breathless anticipation for this report on the activities of the 

160th gathering of the Legislative Assembly.  Well here it is! 

 

 Just so you know what Iõm talking about, APSCUF holds 3-4 assemblies each academic year.  These are gatherings of 

elected delegates from each campus (LHU has 5 delegates), and the business of our association is carried out.  Itõs a big business 

meeting.   

 

 For those of you still reading this report . . . . 

 

 This Assembly was held in Harrisburg, our fair capital, February 5-7, and was headed by our own Steve Hicks, the presi-

dent of our state-wide organization.  Hereõs some of the stuff that occurred: 

 

The treasurerõs report ð itõs a good news/bad news situation.  The bad news: weõre running a deficit of $173,968 

this year.  The good news is thatõs not quite as bad as last year. 

The negotiations team/committee ð in a moment of baffling lunacy the Assembly seemed poised to allow our 

hired negotiator a vote in the proceedings leading to a contract.  Imagine, letting someone who is not a member 

of the bargaining unit negate the vote of someone who is!  Yours truly (me) fixed that.  Youõre welcome. 

Payless payday ð an oxymoron to be sure, but you should be aware that our paychecks will start 2 weeks later 

this coming fall.  Youõll get the same total salary, but the start date keeps creeping up each year and periodically 

we have to slip it back a notch so it doesnõt get silly.  The Assembly had extensive discussion about the possibility 

of APSCUF providing a credit card for new faculty to ensure their survival during those two weeks.  Of course 

the pay period for fall of 2010 would begin at about the same time, give or take a day, and the delegates thought 

that this, combined with a potential APSCUF liability in the neighborhood of $400,000 (should our new faculty 

prove to be a bunch of deadbeats) was sufficient to deep-six this idea.  It was defeated. 

The afternoon session began with a pep talk from Charles Showalter the host (believe it or not) of a pro-union 

radio talk show in the Pittsburgh area: Union Edge Talk Radio.  I am not making this up. 

Considerable discussion was devoted to cutting back the number of Assemblies.  They run about $50K each .  

We considered making the events shorter by one day, video-conferencing them and so on.  Possible issues such 

as conflicts with our by-laws, the effect on various elections, submission of proposals, etc. eventually led to . . . no 

action on this item! 

It was noted that 82% of our faculty enrolled in the HMO or PPO  categories of our Highmark health benefits 

program have participated in the òwellnessó ( I really think thatõs a silly word) program, thus saving something in 

the neighborhood of $300 or more in the coming year.  The rest of you will pay more, but you can find some 

satisfaction in the fact that you donõt have to deal with all that wellness () crap.  

 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Phase 2 of the wellness ( ) program requires you to take the pledge again (including the phrase òunder Godó) 

and sign up for a physical by May 15.  Itõs a little more complicated than that, but I want to move on.  

For those of you in the òindemnity plan,ó any increase greater than 12% comes out of your pocket.  The pro-

jected increase is 17%.  The math says youõll pay the current 10% plus an additional 5%, and you will do it with-

out complaining.  You made your bed . . . . 

APSCUF intends to survey the 800 or so members in the indemnity plan to determine where they want to go 

from here.  The plan may ultimately be dropped, converting everyone to the health and welfare fund. 

Looks like thereõs going to be a vote on the proposed dues increase (from 1% to 1.15%) April 14 & 15.  Youõll 

probably want a say in that. 

The Assembly approved a price tag of $276,000 to keep the law firm of Strokoff (sic) and Cowden on retainer.  

Cheap at half the price! 

A fascinating discussion ensued about whether to continue paying for ¼ released time for the APSCUF vice-

president (the president is full-time).  The idea was eventually rejected in a close vote (49-54).  Interestingly, our 

current vice president, Amy Walters of Slippery Rock, urged us to vote against the proposal, saying APSCUF sim-

ply couldnõt afford it. 

Our own Jeff Burnham was recognized at this, his last Assembly.  No one has worked harder for us than Jeff and 

he was given a well-deserved standing ovation.  Let me add my own personal note of thanks. 

There was some stuff done on Saturday morning, but my notes are thin.  Besides, I had to leave early. 

 

  I had a plane to catch.  

(Continued from page 6) 
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APSCUF Members 

Mark your calendars nowé 

State APSCUF President Steve Hicks will be at the LHU campus on Tuesday, March 10th to 

attend the General Membership meeting and to lead a discussion regarding the possibility of an 

APSCUF dues increase.   The meeting will begin at 1p.m. in the Hall of Flags. 

 

Thank you. 
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If you deduct union dues or fair share payments as an ordinary and necessary expense on your 

Federal Income Tax Return:  

 

Ninety-one (91%) percent of union dues are deductible. Non-member fair share payments equate to ninety 

(90%) percent of union dues and all of these payments are deductible. 

 

Willing to Share???  
The large conference room at the APSCUF Office in Harrisburg has many shelves.  APSCUF tries to fill these shelves with the publica-
tions of its members.  We would also like recordings made of an individual APSCUF member or a group(s) that a faculty member dir ects 
or conducts.   

 

We wish to receive complimentary copies of books and articles written by APSCUF members and recordings performed or directed by 
APSCUF members, preferably signed by the author.  This is an ongoing campaign that will (we hope) not only enhance the room but also 
reflect in some measure the academic quality of our faculty.  Letters of appreciation will acknowledge each gift. 

 

You can send your contribution to the APSCUF Office at 107 Raub Hall, and it will then be sent on to Harrisburg.  If  you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to call the APSCUF office at ext. 2231, or you can call the Harrisburg APSCUF Office at 1-800 -932-0587. 

 

 

Legislative Committee Update : 
 

Please join APSCUF and SCC for the 18th Annual Alfred E. Hoberman Legislaturesô Day, which will 
be held on March 19, 2009.  There will be a luncheon for Legislators and invited guests from 11:30 
to 12:30.  An open forum for legislators, Lock Haven University faculty, staff, and students will be 
held in the PUB meeting room #2 from 12:30 to 2:00 pm  

 

Please encourage your students to attend the open forum.  This is an important time for them to  
ask questions and give their opinions. 

 

 


