PSYC100: Student Learning Objectives

Dear students: As part of the student learning assessment process at Lock Haven University, we are providing you with information about how the objectives of this course correspond with student learning outcomes for the psychology department and for the university as a whole. If you would like more information on the assessment process in the psychology department, please refer to the Outcomes page on the psychology department website, at www.lhup.edu/psychology/CourseProgramOutcomes.


Relationship between Course, Program Level, and University-Level Student Learning Outcomes PSYC100 Introduction to Psychological Sciences Fall 2011 (U.C.C. approved syllabus 2000) 

	Course Learning Outcomes (Objectives) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of: 
	Program Student Learning Outcomes 
	University-level Student Learning Outcomes 

	the evolution of psychology through history including the early schools of psychology and the impact each 
made on the science of psychology. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	the basic features of good research design as applied to psychology including the concepts of falsification, systematic empiricism, dependent and independent variables, control and experimental groups, randomization of group assignment, demand characteristics, and placebo effects). 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology; Research Methods in Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	how to evaluate psychological theories and evidence using scientific principles. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology; Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences; 
Critical Thinking 

	the concept of interaction and how it applies to understanding the multiple influences on behavior. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology; Application of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	the principle of correlation and the distinction between correlation and causation. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology; Research Methods in Psychology; Critical Thinking Skills in Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences; Critical Thinking 

	the biological bases of behavior including parts and functions of neurons, the names and functions of the major anatomical regions of the brain, how neurons communicate, and the role of heredity on behavior. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	the processes responsible for sensation and perception including the major parts and functions of the eyes and ears, the physical energies to which these organs respond, and the theories of the functioning of these sensory systems. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	the characteristics of and the distinctions between the three major forms of learning: classical conditioning, operant conditioning, and observational learning. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	human memory including encoding, storage, and retrieval processes, forgetting, and false memories. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 
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	cognitive processes including problem solving, decision making, and biases in thinking. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	motivational theories and concepts through examples taken from hunger, sexual behavior, and achievement motivation. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	emotional experience including historical and contemporary theories of emotion, regulation of autonomic arousal, polygraph, cross-cultural influences, and the role of evolution. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	personality concepts, theory, and assessment corresponding to the psychodynamic, behavioral, social-cognitive, humanistic, and biological 
perspectives. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	the symptoms and current hypotheses about the etiology of the major psychological disorders as categorized in the DSM IV. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	therapeutic approaches in treating the psychological disorders described above including insight, behavior, and biomedical therapies. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	social psychology theories, methods, and concepts including person perception, attribution processes, social judgments, conformity, obedience, and behavior in groups. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 

	how the psychological principles described in class can be applied to everyday life. 
	Knowledge Base of Psychology; Application of Psychology 
	Knowledge: Social Sciences 




