ACADEMIC REGULATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING

Friday December 10, 2010

Russell Hall, Room 128

1:25 pm

MEETING MINUTES

Present: Jacinth Maynard, Richard Mikula, Jill Mitchley, Jim Theeuwes, Lou Widmann

Absent: Paul Ballat, David White
The meeting convened with the approval of the minutes for the November 12th, 2010 meeting.

Under Old Business, Jill asked for clarification of “first semester” student definition in the Probation/Suspension/Dismissal Policy.  It was noted that the wording should be “first semester freshman” instead of “first semester.”  Jill agreed to change the wording.
The concern about how students receiving all Es are dealt with was raised again and Jim indicated that Linda Koch and Cathy Gatewood are working on a program for students who receive all E’s during a semester.
The following result from other PASSHE schools (which relates to the Z grade discussion that occurred in an earlier meeting) was also brought forward by Jill.
Some schools used
· UW-no effect on GPA

· Nothing other than a “normal” failing grade of F

· X-no grade given

· Z-counts as a failing grade in GPA; may assign a failing grade if they prefer.

The specific question that Jill posed was “Can a different grade be used instead of Z so that the reader of the transcript will think of the grade more readily as a failing grade?
However, it was concluded that nothing will be done at LHU during the fall semester on the Z grade.
Under New Business, The following were discussed to some degree
1. Credit by Examination
2. Graduation Policy

3. Posthumous Degree Policy
4. Grade Change Policy

5. Applicable Undergraduate Catalog Policy

In relation to Credit by Examination, Jim distributed the following paragraph:
“It is possible to earn credit toward graduation by satisfactory completion of examinations in areas where students have had good preparation.  Students interested in this procedure should discuss their preparation with the department chairperson in whose area the expertise is claimed.  If the chairperson thinks that the applicant has adequate preparation, a faculty member will be assigned to administer a comprehensive examination.  If a student completes an examination successfully, the chairperson recommends through his dean to the Registrar’s Office that the specific course in question be entered on the student’s record with credit by examination; letter grades are not awarded in this procedure.  Credit by exam is counted as resident credit for graduation.  A fee is charged for this examination.”
The following questions which relate to the above statement were raised:

1. Can a student test out of every course?

The response was credit by exam will be limited to a total of six semester hours throughout the student’s academic career.  Exceptions may be made.

2. How many credits should be given for life experience? 

Jim suggested limiting it to six credit hours

For the Graduation Policy, Jill will redistribute.

For the Posthumous Degree Policy, Jill distributed the results of her research on what other PASSHE schools policy. Jim and Lou suggested that a certificate can be awarded to deceased students who were enrolled within the last 12 months
The Grade Change Policy and the Applicable Undergraduate Catalog Policy were briefly discussed.  It was suggested that grade changes should be made within four weeks of the next semester.  For the Applicable Undergraduate Catalog Policy, Jill will make an adjustment and circulate again.
Jill also brought the following question forward:

Student leaves the university but does not graduate.  The program changes and student returns and now meets new requirements – Should this be in a graduation policy?

It was decided that a student who leaves and returns will be subject to the requirements in effect when the student re-enrolls or requests to graduate.
The adjournment occurred about 2:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jacinth Maynard
