Minutes

Arts & Sciences Council of Chairs
Wednesday, March 2, 2011
1:25-2:15 p.m.

Akeley Conference Room
Present: Baylor, Berard, Calabrese, Goonewardene, Grass, Heffner, Jenkins, Kline, C. Myers, R. Myers (chair), Offutt, Rehn, Shaw, Six, Whitling, White (dean), Gatewood (assoc. dean)
Guests: Jonathon Lindzey 

I. Approval of the Agenda (Grass, Baylor)
Amended with deletion of Middle States Report and addition of distributions. Motion approved.

II. Minutes of February 16, 2011, approved (Whitling, Grass).
III. Dean’s Report

· Internships:  Each department must identify a contact person for internships and forward the name to Cathi Gatewood.

· 3R Program: In December, the University moved the summer program for poorly performing students to the spring semester.  Students with 1.25 - 1.75 GPA were asked to attend five spring sessions relating to academic success and achievement (e.g., time management).  The students can also sign up for study hall hours and use their participation in these activities for potential appeal letters.  Cathi Gatewood added to this discussion information about the cohort programs that have been offered primarily in those majors that do not have a first-year student seminar.  Cohort students are scheduled to attend all five classes with one another.  These students are generally classified as average and cannot participate in athletics, Student Support Services, the Haven Achievers Program, or have advanced placement exams.
· On-line Admission Application:  The Admissions Office has moved to an online application process.

· Library Reconfiguration:  By fall, the library’s second-floor will transform into a learning commons and include such areas as tutoring, the writing center, and other student services.

· Distance Education Forms:  All departments should assure that the distance education forms have been completed for distance education courses listed on the fall schedule.  These forms should be completed before the fall schedule is posted for advising and registration (about two weeks from this meeting date).
· Fall Schedule:  Cathi Gatewood reported that it is difficult to know how many seats we are down for the fall, especially in light of projected increases in new students. Also, Clearfield offerings are limited.  She urged faculty to review the fall schedule and identify any potential courses that could be delivered via ITV to Clearfield.  
· Financial Status:  The overload/temporary faculty budget has been cut.  The status of staffing requests remains uncertain until after the budget announcement.  Potentially, funding may decrease by 6-8 percent in addition to the loss of stimulus funds.  We will need to address unassigned course sections after break; however, where staffing is uncertain, those sections should be zero-capped.

IV. New Business
· General Education Assessment Sampling:  Jonathon Lindzey distributed a nine-page document that provided in narrative and tables proposed sampling plans for general education assessment.  The document addressed valid sample sizes, three sampling strategies including every-year sampling and every-other-year sampling, and sampling distributions per department for general education content areas and across-the-curriculum areas (e.g., critical thinking, writing emphasis, oral communication, and information literacy).  Departments that hold heavy responsibilities in content areas (e.g., mathematics, philosophy, and communication) may be relieved of responsibilities in the across-the-curriculum areas.  The three options include the following:

A. A department samples every year during the fall.
B. A department samples every year, but can choose whether to do so during the fall, spring, or both (more flexible).
C. Related departments rotate sampling every other year for certain areas.

After Jonathon described and answered questions about the alternatives, the following motions were made to serve as feedback to the OAC for inclusion in the decision-making process:

· Grass made a motion not to endorse Option A (above) as a possible alternative.  Heffner seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

· Whitling made a motion to endorse Option B (above).  Offutt seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

· Distributions:  Whitling announced that there were six distributions for A&S Curriculum Committee Meeting bringing the total to 15 for the March 18th meeting.
V. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned around 2:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Cori Myers, Meeting Secretary

Future Meetings & Recording Secretaries
Mar. 16
Mahlon Grass
Apr.  6
Enrique Herrera
May 4
Carol Rehn
