Minutes for the Arts and Science Council of Chairs Meeting
Wednesday, September 15, 2010

Attending: Dean White, Asst. Dean Gatewood,  Charles Jenkins, Cori Myers, Dan Shaw, Mahlon Grass, Bob Myers, Thomas Wynn, Ray Heffner, Tim Baylor, Jackie Whitling, Joe McGinn, Stan Berard, Dean White, Chris Offutt, Karen Kline, Enrique Herrera, Joe Calabrese, Carol Rehn. 

Meeting brought to order at 1:25 PM

1.  Bob Myers was nominated by Mahlon Grass and seconded by Jackie Whiling for election as Chair of the Council.  Nominations were closed and Myers was elected unanimously.

2. The Agenda was approved (with the one change being election of the chair moved to first order of business) by acclamation.

3.  Jackie Whitling moved and Mahlon Grass seconded the approval of minutes of April 7th,   Noting that minutes from a summer meeting of Chairs must be approved subsequently, the committee approved the minutes of April 7th unanimously.

4. Dean White’s report:

a)  UCC needs a student representative from the College of Arts and Sciences. Nominations are invited from the chairs.

b) A student has complained about being forced to attend an out of class activity that was not listed on the syllabus.  Faculty is encouraged to offer alternatives to fulfill such assignments, and are required to do so if the after hours activity is not listed on the syllabus or course outline.

c) We are alerted to the fact that the Pennsylvania Dept. of Education will be conducting an accreditation visit in the Spring for some education programs.

d) Departmental budgets will finally be out sometime within the next week or so.  There will not be much difference from last year’s final budgets, perhaps a 3% cut.

e) Big changes in Admissions marketing programs are on the horizon, and Director of Admissions Stephen Lee and the Provost will appear before us soon to discuss a shift to marketing programs on an individual basis.

f) An ITV room has been created on East Campus for simultaneous transmission to Clearfield.

g) President Dixon has requested that departments post their minutes on a common site, which will be forthcoming.

h) Departments are encouraged to check out the large classrooms in which they will be teaching big sections next semester, to inform the administration of what technological upgrades might be needed to teach such classes effectively. 

i) It appears that there will be no retrenchment of tenured or tenure track faculty for academic year 2011-2012, although the option has not been formally rescinded by the administration.

j) The Repeat and Suspension/Probation policies have been changed, and faculty advisors must familiarize themselves with new limitations on repeating classes and terms for probation or suspension.

k) Overloads of any kind remain unlikely for Spring of 2011. 

5. Departments are encouraged to cross list more undergraduate classes for graduate credit.  An expanding MLA program depends on such course offerings.  Faculty should get in touch with Chuck Jenkins to indicate their willingness to conduct Independent Studies for the Capstone Projects of our MLA students.  

Meeting was adjourned at 2:15 by acclamation

Respectfully submitted by Dan Shaw on the 20th of September 2010     

