LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Council of Teacher Education Meeting Minutes

September 25, 2009

1:30-3:30

Members Present: Cathi Gatewood, Denise Tyson, Cathy Traister, Steve Williams, Christine Remley, Shane Jones, Cindy Allen, Jane Penman, Michael Cullin, Judith Yoho, Terry Brink, Alyce Baker, Paul Ballat, Kathy Allison, Tom Ormond, Steve Bugaj, Melissa Becker

Guests: Michelle Eaton and Bernadette Heiney

I.  Approval of Minutes (4/24/09)


A.  Steve Williams made a motion to approve the minutes.  Michael Cullin 
seconded the motion.  Minutes were unanimously approved.  


B.  There were no volunteers to take minutes at the October meeting.

II.  Director’s Report (Cathi Gatewood)

A. All members introduced themselves, because there are new members, namely Shane Jones, the new media specialist and Melissa Becker, the new music person.
B. Bernadette Heiney further introduced Shane Jones and said that she will be training him to take over operations of LiveText.  Specifically, with Berndatte’s assistance, Shane will create and manage second placement accounts for this fall.  Bernadette reported that LHU has been allotted 180 accounts for Spring 2010.  COTE members thanked Bernadette for her service as interim LiveText account manager.

C. Shane Jones reported that he has been busy fixing many broken machines in Media Services.  Shane’s work hours are M-T 10-6 and F 8-4.  There are also student assistants who work in the evenings to help students. 

D. Cathi Gatewood and Cindy Allen are working on the Teacher Education and Student Teaching website.  Cindy Allen reminded all supervisors to get their picture taken by Scott Eldredge and to update biographical information.  Cindy also reported that all forms will soon be available on that website.  Cathi Gatewood reported that the Teacher Education Office Hours are posted on the website.

III.  Old Business:
      A.  AFIs and SPAs: Cathi Gatewood reported that Health and Physical Education
      will submit their SPA by February 1 and English did submit theirs. However, English was unsubmitted by NCATE due to having too many attachments.  The report will be resubmitted no later than October 1st.  AFIs of concern are being worked on with alignment of the conceptual framework to 493/494 syllabi started. We also need to begin work on demonstrating that people are qualified to serve in their current department and provide evidence of scholarship.  Gatewood believes that we likely have met some of these but might need to do a better job of proving it.  She also said that the UAB will make the final determination in mid-October.  
Cindy Allen is heading the alignment of the framework and standards to syllabi. Two models, one for elementary education and one for secondary education have been created.  Coordinators of programs will be responsible for updating their bibliography portion. Otherwise, all syllabi will be the same.  Terry Brink suggested that they be put them the curricular process at the same time and to keep the highlighted portions visible to show what has been revised.  A suggested due date for all 493/494 syllabi is November 1.
B. Chapter 49.2 Mandate Progress 
1. Special Education:  
a. Jane Penman reported that Special Education is done with all guidelines for K-8 and 7-12 and that the finalizing of the duals with Secondary Education is near completion.  She further reported that the 9 and 3 credits are in place, and that the department will be short seats in the spring due to a lack of faculty available.  
b. Cathi Gatewood added that she and Jane met to discuss an 8 and 10 semester sequence option for Secondary Education Social Studies, which might serve as a model for other secondary education programs.  
c. There was also discussion that summer courses can be required because dual majors fall outside of Chapter 354 requirements in this matter.  Dean Tom Ormond reported that a winter intercession pilot will begin Fall 2009. Roughly 5-8 courses will be offered.  Dates are to be determined.  Between potential summer and winter session offerings, dual certification won’t necessarily require too many more semesters than one degree certification.
2. PreK-4/Early Childhood: Denise Tyson reported that their report was sent to PDE.  They were told to revise and the revisions have been made and the report resubmitted. They await results.
3. Elementary Education: Terry Brink reported that they submitted the report and that PDE has continued to ask for more pieces of information, namely in the 7-8 area and curriculum vita of faculty. They too now await results. Cathi Gatewood reported that at the recent freshman meeting she conducted she encouraged majors to consider the grade level in which they intend to focus if they are currently enrolled as an elementary education major and to contact the appropriate departments for more information.

Duals: Jane Penman reported that, at the present time, some students who are special education minors are returning upon graduation to complete requirements necessary for special education certification.  This typically entails one semester of special education block plus an additional course or two.  Since PDE only requires a person to student teach once (for 10 weeks), another student teaching placement is typically not required.  She presented this as an option for current elementary majors who are on a tight timeline for graduation due to changes in certification.  

C.  NETS-T: Cindy Allen reported that members of the NETS-T subcommittee 
made changes to the Developing and Senior Portfolios to reflect the new NETS-T 
standards requirements.  The changes are necessary because NCATE requires 
updated standards and some programs use the data for their SPA.  The 
subcommittee is looking for feedback before the next COTE meeting when COTE 
members will vote on the changes.
IV.  New Business:

A.  Bylaws and Members:  Membership of COTE has changed in part that membership now reflects the bylaws and bylaws more accurately reflect the programs. A motion was made and seconded to accept the updated draft of the bylaws and will be voted on at the next meeting.
B.  Student Members: COTE members were asked to provide names of any 
sophomore or junior students who could potentially serve. Cathi Gatewood 
would really like to have a student representative on the committee.  Names will 
be forwarded to SCC.
V.  Other Reports:
A.  Teacher Education Assessment Committee: Cathi Gatewood would like 
COTE members to provide some names of teachers and administrators who could 
serve on this committee.  In particular, there are no representatives on behalf on 
Physical Education.  The first meeting is October 19, 2009 at 4:30.  There is one 
new member, Mr. James Ellis, principal from Milton MS.
B.  Technology Task Force: Four individuals volunteered to serve on the task 
force: Christine Remley, Judith Yoho, Michael Cullin, and Shane Jones.
C.  Secondary Education Committee: Steve Williams reported that the 
Roosevelt MS afterschool tutoring program is delayed until at least October 13th 
due to lack of funding to the school district.  Williams also reported that 
Secondary Education Methods I syllabi are currently going through the 
curricular process, and that the programs are working on dual certification 
programs with Special Education.

D.  Student Teaching Supervisors Committee:
1.  Cindy Allen provided student teaching numbers for Fall 2009 and 


Spring 2010.  In regard to Spring 2010, with the exception of Secondary 


Education, numbers are declining.  Allen also reported that due to a lack 


of interest and cost, there will not be any placements in the Philadelphia 


area after this semester.  More 15-week placements are encouraged.

2.  Allen reported concerns (e.g. cost and test availability) regarding 


LHU’s policy on Praxis II testing before student teaching.  The previous 


policy stated that“a student must take or attempt to take all Praxis II tests 


required of the major before starting student teaching.”  COTE members 


approved this revised 
version: “A student must show scores or the 



admittance ticket (showing evidence that the test date is before the first 


day of student 
teaching) of at least one of the required Praxis II tests for 


their major before starting student teaching.”

3.  Allen and Cathi Gatewood told members that the newly approved TWS 

template is in LiveText and that the kinks should be worked out now.  


Programs do not have to use the new version this semester.
Respectfully submitted,
Alyce Baker
