Minutes: Environmental Focus Group
October 4, 2010, 1:30-2:30 p.m.  
Sullivan 309
In attendance were Ralph Harnishfeger, Md. Khalequzzaman, Barrie Overton, Jeff Walsh, Lenny Long, and Bob Myers.

The minutes of the September 13, 2010 meeting were approved.

Bob reported that the Environmental Studies Minor had been approved, and showed the committee the first application (Jacob Pierson).  He noted that the minor's website was under construction, and presented a draft of an advising checklist.  It was suggested that the checklist should indicate that some courses have prerequisites.  Bob noted that Mary White was preparing a press release about the minor.  The committee discussed the scheduling of ENVT101, and agreed that Spring 2012 would probably be the first time that it would be offered; ideally the course would be team-taught by 2-3 faculty.  The committee discussed the capstone course (ENVT4xx); Khaleq agreed to forward to Bob the syllabus for the Geology capstone to use as a model (note: he has already done this).  It was suggested that the website should include a list of Environmental Studies faculty and their interests to aid students in selecting an advisor for the capstone.  The committee also discussed the possibility of an event at the end of the year, possibly at Sieg, to honor the first class of ES minors.  Khaleq noted that the Clearfield campus might be interested in participating in the new minor.
The Environmental Club continues to attract new, energetic people.  The club will be going to Sieg with the Biology Club over the weekend of Oct. 23rd.

The October Hemlock was just published and has about 300 hits.  Contributions for the November Hemlock will be welcomed.  Lenny noted that he had talked to Mike Hanna, who was interested in contributing a column to the Hemlock.
The EFG will be showing Josh Fox's Gasland on October 26th, at 7 pm in Ulmer Planetarium.  Mary White is working on a press release for this event.  Bob will moderate a question/answer period that will include Khaleq and others.  Lenny agreed to talk to Dan Villello from DEP to see if he would be interested, and Bob agreed to contact Mary Wolf from Anadarko (note: she declined).  Bob agreed to see if Price Auditorium was available (note:  it's not).
Chris Smyth, an honors student, presented to the committee a project he is considering: installing a green roof on Raub Hall and possibly other buildings on campus. The committee discussed the project, and told him to contact Dave Proctor and indicate that the project had the support of the EFG.

Barry reported that his experiments growing mushrooms from coffee grounds were successful.  The committee encouraged him to talk to Ken Amspaugh of Aramark about the possibility of using the grounds from Bentley.

Lenny reported that he had talked to Dave Proctor about the Big Belly trash compactor.  Dave believed that the project was impracticable for our campus.

Jeff reported that he had spoken with Dana Washington about the possibility of applying for another grant to fund the PA Culture Festival in the spring.
