Minutes: Environmental Focus Group
September 13, 2010, 1:30-2:30 p.m.  
Sullivan 309
In attendance were Ralph Harnishfeger, Md. Khalequzzaman, John Crossen, Jeff Walsh, Lenny Long, Clayton Snyder, Danielle Tolton, and Bob Myers.

The minutes of the April 8, 2010 meeting were approved.

Bob noted that the committee received the 2010 Outstanding Collaboration and Teamwork Award.
Clayton reported on the Environmental Club.  It has met this semester, and has a group of about 7 students who are committed.  Possible events for the year include a visit to the Pocono Environmental Education Center, and clean-ups of Glen Road.  Danielle agreed to contact the Geology Club about possible shared events.

Bob reported that the revised Environmental Studies Minor proposal was submitted to the Provost and should go before the PASSHE this month.  He also reported that the Provost was optimistic regarding its chances for passage, and that she has authorized a release time for the position of Director of Environmental Studies.  The committee unanimously voted that Bob should continue in this position.

Bob reported that the September Hemlock was published, and has approximately 250 hits.  He discussed the difficulty of getting it to the students since faculty are not permitted to use the @student address.  Lenny agreed to contact Mike Hanna about possible contributions to the Hemlock.

Lenny reported that the EFG planted a flowering pear tree on April 30th, near the Pottery Building.  The pear tree, as well as the hemlocks planted in the spring of 2009, seem to be doing well.  John agreed to see if the exhaust fan could be redirected to prevent damage to the hemlock at the far north end of Russell building.

The committee then discussed possible activities for 2010-11.  Ralph suggested an end-of-the-year recycling project that would involve the furniture and other items that students throw away at the end of the year.  It was noted that last year a group on campus (possibly the women's lacrosse team) hosted a yard sale in the East Campus Gym; possibly we could coordinate with that event.  If storage space could be found, the idea would be to collect the items in the spring and then sell them to new students in August.  John agreed to see if this would be possible.  Concerns were raised about whether this would conflict with the used-furniture stores in town, and the committee agreed that we should communicate with them.  If we don't plan to sell the furniture, the stores might be interested in taking it from us.
Lenny reported that he and Josh Drouin are working with groups to arrange a showing of Josh Fox's Gasland on campus, ideally coupled with a panel discussion.  Bob noted that on Friday, Sept. 24th, from 6 pm to 9 pm, Avenue 209 will be hosting an event called Gas Haven, with speakers and musicians.

Lenny discussed the possibility of the university obtaining solar-powered trash compactors, such as the ones made by Big Belly Solar.

The committee decided to try to arrange a second PA Culture Festival in the spring, ideally tied in with Barrie's Earth Day celebration.  Some possible speakers included Matt Connor, Wayne Welshan, Alf Swisher, Eric Smith, Brian Arden, Bob Sandow, Karen Harvey, a George Washington Sears re-enactor, and a Native American speaker (Jeff agreed to talk to Max Magee about this individual).
