Freshman Year Experience committee
Thursday, November 8, 2007

12:30 PM in Sullivan 301

The meeting was called to order by Christine Fortuner.

Attendance:

Tracey Cummings, Christine Fortuner, Mary O’Neill, Tammy Russell, Kenneth Hall, Valerie Dixon, Jody Preische, Carroll Rhodes

Guests: Roger Johnson, Tom Ormond

Chrissi updated Drs. Johnson and Ormond about our need for a charge or direction for the committee.  

Roger asked veteran committee members to summarize their concerns.

Kenny talked about earlier recommendations for a 3 cr. course for all freshmen; how that was negotiated into a 1 cr. course; and other similar issues.

Roger reminded the group of Dr. Miller’s three major vision issues: Technology, Diversity, and Engaged Learning.   He also noted that it would be worthwhile for the group to conduct research about students who take the 119 courses relative to GPA’s, and student success.

Tom commented that he recognized great value in the recommendations being put forth.
Roger suggested that the FTE committee find a place in the Gen. ED. Curriculum for 3 credits to address student success and orientation.  This would need to be done because we cannot increase the number of credits for graduation.  He brought up the Center for Student Excellence that is being discussed as a virtual project.  Linda Koch and Jim Bean are each investigating development in this area.  FYE should become connected.  He said LHU has been good at helping students to make the social transition from high school to college, but  not successful making the academic transition.

There was a lengthy group discussion about the 119 course and what various departments are doing in their sections.

Kenny suggested that we work on both short term and long term goals for the FYE.

Mary asked how we can get students “engaged” who really need our help.  Tracey suggested that we implement other models that have had success i.e. utilize students who are highly engaged to work with the students who are not to try to strike a middle ground.  Look at the Honors model for good ideas.

The next meeting will be on 11/29/07 in Sullivan 301 at 12:30.  Beth McMahon and Amy Cutay will be invited.

Respectfully submitted by Carroll Rhodes

