Freshman Year Experience committee
Thursday, November 29, 2007

12:30 PM in Sullivan 301

The meeting was called to order by Christine Fortuner.

Attendance: Tracey Cummings, Christine Fortuner, Tammy Russell, Kenneth Hall, Valerie Dixon, Jody Preische, Carroll Rhodes, Carol Latronica, Christine Fortuner, Betsey Manlove, Pat Rudy, Dana Washington
Chrissy opened the meeting by encouraging discussion about Dr. Johnson’s comments at our last meeting.  Committee members who were present provided an update to members who were absent.  
There was discussion related to initiatives that Jim Bean and Paddy O’Hara-Mayes had been working on.  FYE members hope to consolidate these additional efforts if they are appropriate.  

Dana described her experience with teaching Freshman Orientation at another school where she worked.  A school’s administrative support is a significant factor in the availability of this subject.  

Carol L. questioned what population we are supposed to address with our FYE efforts.

Tammy commented about the need to encourage or prod students to assume responsibility for their own success.  

Carol L. told the group about the possibility of obtaining a grant through the Foundation of Excellence.  She summarized the questions presented in the grant application and the process for advising participating schools.

There was discussion about the low skills of incoming freshmen, remedial programs, scheduling issues, and reserved sections for first-year students.

Kenny expressed his view that our focus should be on Orientation, Needs Assessment (especially in Math, English, and Science), Advising, and scheduling. 

Pat discussed her concern that students are in majors where they cannot succeed.

Tracey raised the issue of large classes and believes this issue should be included in any report from our FYE committee. 

The next meeting will be on 1/17/08 in Sullivan 301 at 12:30.      
Respectfully submitted by Carroll Rhodes

