Freshman Year Experience Committee
Thursday, January 31, 2008

12:30 PM Sullivan Rm. 310

Attended by:
Michelle Eaton, Kenny Hall, Christine Fortuner, Carol Latronica, Pat Rudy, Carroll Rhodes, Valerie Dixon, Jody Priesche, Tracey Cummings

The meeting was called to order by Carol Latronica.

Carol recapped the last meeting for those who were absent.  In the last meeting, discussion was devoted to bringing Skip Downing to campus to provide professional development on the topic of the Freshman Year.   

The group also discussed establishing a blog where faculty, staff, coaches, and administrators could post comments to an electronic Discussion Board about transitional issues.  There were comments to suggest a newsletter as well.

These ideas represent small but useful steps toward this very large issue.

It was suggested that the blog also include a section where research could be accessed, or articles posted for convenience.  Carol L. suggested that we should assemble resources in collaboration with the Computing Center, and the Library dealing with retention, transition, and dealing with parents…as a few of the topics.

Kenny Hall mentioned his concerns about finding a connecting point/structured program between Academic Affairs and Student Life.  This would be especially helpful to work as a team with freshmen who are below 2.0.
The group commented about the issues related to high school standards and grades, and lowered admission standards.  Students are underprepared when they arrive as Freshmen.  At Clearfield, some students are admitted as non-matriculated students and limited to 6 credits.

At the last meeting, committee members were asked to prepare questions/topics to post for discussion.  These efforts are urged to continue.
The next meeting is scheduled for Feb. 14, 2008 at 12:30 in the TLC.

Respectfully submitted,

Carroll Rhodes

