
Outcomes Assessment Committee

Meeting Minutes
September 18, 2009   3:30 p.m., TLC
Attendance:  Shane Jones, Steven Granich, Bob Sandow, Annik Kerzberg, Mark Jones, Rob Franz, Josh Drouin, Thomas Wynn, Brett Everhart, Dan Shaw, Ray Heffner, Judith Yoho, Lynn Brunner, Rick Van Dyke, Jonathan Lindzey
I. Approval of minutes from 03/27/2009
T. Wynn moved; R. Franz seconded; Motion passed.
II. Organizational matters

a. New committee assignments/Chair selections
J. Lindzey unanimously selected to remain as chair until at least December.  Committee sign-up sheet circulated.

b. Selection of Secretary
Decision to use rotating secretary.  R. Van Dyke will provide minutes in September; A. Kerzberg volunteered to do the minutes for the November meeting.

c. Meeting times

Meeting times will be October 16 and November 13 at 3:30.  December meeting time is TBD.
III. Old Business

a. Updates from subcommittees
i. MC-Elizabeth Gruber

J. Lindzey reported for E. Gruber that pilot data has been obtained.

ii. Wellness-Steve Guthrie/Julie Lammel
Report tabled.

iii. CT-Dan Shaw 
Data report circulated for evaluations of Ethics and Problems philosophy courses.  Disparities in results for two courses may be due to time spent on critical thinking and student interest in more immediate ethics problems than the more abstract issues discussed in problems.  Members are encouraged to use the rubric in their classes.
iv. WE-Rick van Dyke

No report.  Assessment data from Spring 2009 collected but not collated.  Report should be ready for November meeting.

v. IL-Elsa Winch

We anticipate data to be produced from Health Sciences and Psychology with hopes for additional data given attendance at University Days IL assessement workshop.

vi. OC-Lisa Riede
Encourage others to send additional OC assessment data if available.  Subcommittee would welcome a workshop to apply rubric to other courses.

b. University Days workshops- Elsa Winch
Shonah Hunter and E. Winch presented an IL rubric training workshop at  Fall 2009 University Days.  Workshop attracted an impressive (10) participants.  Open question was posed whether we would like to conduct future workshops for January.

IV. New Business
a. A “friendly approach” to rubric design for GenEd assessment

J. Lindzey presented a Gen Ed rubric from Shippensburg University that simplifies assessment to a few checklist questions.  Question is posed whether we can adopt this approach with rubrics moving forward, particularly for the MC overlay.
b. Potential mechanisms for reporting GenEd assessments to the  UCC

J. Lindzey reported that the sampling plan was accepted by the UCC with the OAC subcommittees acting as temporary storage for the data.  R. Van Dyke suggested that we advocate for a UCC subcommittee to take responsibility for analyzing and reporting Gen Ed data and making recommendations for curricular improvements.  R. Heffner supported the idea since the next step for assessment is essentially curricular.

c. Status of Assessment at LHU
J. Lindzey stated that one of the OAC charges is periodic (5yr cycle) “assessment of the state of assessment” at LHU. R. Heffner chaired the Mid-States Self-Study Task Force on Assessment using information from the past five years.  (R. Franz clarified that the draft chapter will be circulated for university review.) R. Hefner agreed to apply a rubric (from J. Meek) to develop such a review.
d. Voluntary System of Accountability
The university must select, pilot, and report on one of the PASSHE testing options by spring 2010.  J. Drouin and J. Yoho volunteered to review the different tests, but thus far, no administrative follow-up has occurred.  J. Lindzey has approached Chris Offutt and David White to assist.

e. Review of Middle States report

Sign-up sheet circulated for volunteers to review chapters on Assessment and General Education.

f. Assessment Software

Provost requested that the OAC participate in a cost-benefit analysis of a single assessment software to prevent the proliferation of systems across campus.  S. Granich expressed concern that by piloting multiple systems, we expend energy that does not lead to a commitment and forces us to learn another system.  Volunteer sign-up sheet circulated to attend demonstrations by Carlos Morales.

g. Action plan/goals for AY09-10

Tabled.

Meeting adjourned at 4:35.

Respectfully submitted,

Richard Van Dyke

V. Adjournment

