
Outcomes Assessment Committee

Approved Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2010   3:00 p.m., TLC 
Members in Attendance:  Stan Berard, Lynn Bruner, Josh Drouin, Brett Everhart, Steven Granich, Elizabeth Gruber, Steve Guthrie, Shane Jones, Annik Kerszberg, Jonathan Lindzey (Chair), Jacinth Maynard, Jim Meek, Kurt Rublein, Dan Shaw, Rick Van Dyke, Judith Yoho, Elsa Winch, Tom Wynn
Members Excused: Mark Jones, Charles Morgan, Bob Sandow
Members Absent: Michael Cullin, Rob Franz, Ray Heffner, Patrizia Hoffman, Julie Lammel, Lisa Riede, Jonathan Stout, Denise Tyson

Guest: Deb Erickson

I. Approval of minutes from April 9, 2010: tabled until next meeting.
II. Organizational matters

a. Meeting times: OAC will meet October 8 at 3:30 p.m.
b. Officers: J. Lindzey said that he is willing to continue as Chair at this time. L. Bruner will serve as secretary with thanks to outgoing secretary R. Van Dyke. 

III. Old Business

a. Updates from subcommittees: Tabled until next meeting. E. Gruber distributed updated MC rubric and asked OAC members to recruit faculty from their departments for piloting. 
b. Voluntary System of Accountability-Jim Meek: J. Meek reported that he has not yet received go-ahead from financial folks re: funding for VSA instruments and incentivizing students. Need to consider $25 per student. Incoming freshman students are supposed to be tested in the fall and seniors in the spring. NSSE is also due to be repeated this year. 
c. GenEd Social Sciences and Humanities Assessments: J. Lindzey referred the committee to the Goals for AY 10-11 handout. D. Erickson, Provost, reported that she presented to UCC yesterday on assessment issues. D. Erickson emphasized that Middle States expressed concern that LHUP is not putting GenEd data into assessment loop and also that the LHUP GenEd process may be overly complex and may contribute to difficulty getting streamlined rubrics. D. Erickson also emphasized we have some good things happening in assessment but don’t yet have a coordinated effort. General discussion on difficulty of determining whether UCC Gen Ed Subcommittee, OAC, or another body should assume responsibility for collecting, analyzing, and reporting out on GenEd assessment data. D. Erickson suggested a task force made up of OAC members, UCC members, and some possible others, who would look at the overarching GenEd data and the issues of streamlining GenEd courses. General discussion on streamlining GenEd as both a philosophical and cost-effectiveness issues. D. Erickson said that she saw this Task Force, which would report to her, as a way to work toward closing the assessment loop while also attending to the Middle States issues. J. Lindzey expressed concern about time tables; D. Erickson suggested 18 months as a reasonable target, with the ongoing work of OAC and the task force presented to Middle States in the short term. J. Lindzey also brought up need to consider changes in charge to the OAC as it was not initially charged with the collection and analysis of assessment data. D. Shaw brought up links between GenEd and retention; D. Erickson said that she had only anecdotal data so far (i.e., students having difficulty getting into desired or appropriate GenEd classes in the first year) but saw this as not simply a GenEd issue but also an issue of developmental education, first year experience, bonding/university identification, and financial aid. E. Winch commented that changes in the curriculum based on data collection (closing the loop) should be done in dialogue with faculty. J. Meek commented that at this time, deriving data (e.g., creating rubrics and collecting data) is faculty driven, as is data submission and analysis. The Office of Planning and Assessment can “warehouse” data. Interpreting data and making recommendations (closing the loop) is again faculty driven. S. Granich emphasized need for cost-effective assessment and GenEd model for a small school with low resources. Committee agreed on need to link OAC with the UCC GenEd subcommittee more effectively. D. Erickson said that she would like the chair of the proposed task force to get release time. She hopes to have the task force together by the end of September.  
d. Assessment of Technology and External Experience
i. Members of OAC signed up for subcommittees including EE assessment, which will be chaired by S. Granich. 
IV. Adjournment at 4:00 p.m. Next Meeting: October 8, 3:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Lynn Bruner, Secretary 

