President’s Commission on the Status of Women
Lock Haven University

Minutes

November 5, 2009

Bentley Private Dining Room
Present: Tara Mitchell (chair), Patrizia Hoffman, Tammy Houser, Melinda Hodge, Erin Kennedy, Lisette Schillig, Elizabeth Gruber, Tulare Park, Jennifer Alles, and Jackie Whitling

1. Minutes and Agenda

a. Minutes from October 1st meeting were approved with minor revisions (Hoffman, Schillig)

b. Agenda for November 5th meeting was approved (Hoffman, Houser)

2. PCSW Secretaries

a. Jackie Whitling served as secretary for today’s meeting.

b. Gayatri Devi will serve as secretary for December 3rd meeting.

c. Thanks were given to Melinda Hodge for serving as secretary of the October 1st meeting.

d. Nicole Burkholder-Mosco will serve as secretary for the first meeting in the spring.

3. PCSW Committee Updates
a. Erin Kennedy indicated that not much is happening with the Woman of Distinction Awards right now but early in the spring she will seek volunteers for the selection committee. Erin asked for input as to where the big plaque with all recipients’ names should be displayed. The consensus was the library. Erin will contact Tara Fulton to see if this is possible.

b. Tara Mitchell indicated that the pictures from Stephen Glassman’s presentation have been posted on the PCSW website.

c. The Mission Statement subcommittee has discussed some ideas via email.

d. The Status of Women Report subcommittee met and has outlined a timeline for completion of the report. Each member has taken a subsection of the data from Brian Cygan and prepared a summary statement. The results will be presented at the next meeting. We will then work to prepare a campus climate survey. We’d like to use some of our budget to pay survey monkey to conduct the survey and possibly give an incentive for completion of the survey. We will need to gain IRB approval before conducting the survey. We hope to conduct the survey at the end of the spring semester and give a full report at our first meeting in the fall of 2010. The question was raised as to how the results of the survey will be disseminated to the campus as a whole. Erin Kennedy indicated that Safe Zone is also doing one so we need to be careful not to overlap too much with their survey. There is a separate sexual harassment study that we’d like to partner with other groups to conduct (i.e. Hope Center, Gender Discrimination Board of Advisors, and Campus Violence Task Force).

4. New Business

a. Announcements

i. It was announced that Joan Whitman-Hoff has asked to step down from the committee due to health reasons. Kim Alexander will be a new member to the commission since she is heading up the Women’s Studies program. The most recent new members to the commission were introduced, Jen Alles (student), Patrizia Hoffman, Tulare Park, and Tammy Houser. Tara Mitchell asked us to think about other potential members. We usually have about thirty members on the commission.
ii. Tara Mitchell reported that President Miller has granted our request that the PCSW no longer be solely responsible for TDSW. This means that some of our budget will be freed for other events (~$1000). We would still give some monies towards activities for any group who wants to spearhead it. We need to determine how much we want to contribute.

b. Former commission member, Paulette Davidson, has approached Tara Mitchell about her idea to write a grant to provide affordable housing to single parents and possibly get daycare on campus. She is working with Cathy Carr and a program called ELECT. It was mentioned that maybe Cathy could attend our next meeting and give us more information so we can decide what level of involvement to take. It was also mentioned that Gender Issues is working on conducting a Caregiver survey. 

c. Spring 2009 speaker

i. We have $250 to spend on food and a small token of appreciation for the alumni speaker in the spring. We have received Betty Shantz’s bio and Tara Mitchell will forward us Julie Brennan’s. We will hold an email vote to decide who the speaker should be for the spring. Patrizia Hoffman volunteered to contact the speaker we choose.
d. Budget: We have a $2500 budget with our own cost code. This is NOT guaranteed for next year.

e. Other work on campus: There was consensus that at each meeting we should invite a member from another group with related interests to give as an update on what they are doing. For the upcoming meeting, Elizabeth Gruber will speak on the HOPE Center.

