President’s Commission on the Status of Women

Lock Haven University of Women

Meeting Minutes

December 3, 2009, 12:30pm
Bentley Private Dining Room

Present: Tara Mitchell (Chair), Jennifer Alles, Danielle Barney, Laurie Cannady, Tracey Cummings, Loretta Dickson, Elizabeth Gruber, Melinda Hodge, Albert Jones, Erin Kennedy, Denise Tyson, Jackie Whitling, Gayatri Devi

PCSW Updates
Women of Distinction Awards (Erin): Erin Kennedy informed committee that she would be sending out nomination requests in Spring 2010; the Committee discussed the nature of the awards; instead of plaques etc why not award professional development funds or a gift certificate for 50 dollars to the book store? No decision was made. 

PCSW Website (Tara): No report.

Mission Subcommittee (Gayatri ): Subcommittee will meet in spring and generate a draft.

Status of Women Report Subcommittee (Tara): Report submitted to the members of the commission for review; at the February meeting the committee will decide how to distribute the report to the rest of the campus. Climate survey draft will also be reviewed at the February meeting.

Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day: Lacrosse team will help; Jan will speak with AFSCME to see if they can participate as well; participating entities should respond to a February 1 dead line indicating their ability or inability to participate. 

Women’s Coalition (Jen Alles and Elizabeth Gruber): Soliciting ideas for campus activities and sponsorship; planning fundraising activities for the Clinton County Women’s Center—sale of bracelets or wristbands, and a tournament; would like to sponsor a speaker for Women’s History Month—possibly Liz Funk, who speaks on health and wellness issues and college students etc. PCSW will donate $ 300.00 and the Office of Social Equity will donate $750.00. 

HOPE Center (Elizabeth Gruber): HOPE Center is trying to raise its campus profile and to that end planning a film screening, and a vigil for Women’s History Month and Sexual Assault Awareness Months; HOPE Center still needs a licensed counselor; the Center has a grad assistant now; Dr. Kim Alexander has secured a Department of Justice Grant to oversee the Campus Violence Prevention Project and Gruber and Alexander along with the Provost and Cindy Love from the CCWC are discussing possible ways for the two entities to collaborate on campus.

Cathy Carr (ELECT Supervisor)

Tara Mitchell welcomed the guest speaker Cathy Carr from ELECT (Education Leading to Employment and Career Training).  Carr works with pregnant and teenage mothers from a variety of backgrounds. Teenage pregnancy rate has risen 2.3% since 2007 and many more teenage moms live in poverty than teenage dads.  Post secondary education is the key to their success ; Carr said that ELECT program would like to send the young mothers they work with to LHU, but LHU does not at present have a residency program for single mothers. Carr would like to see LHU develop a program for single mothers in the model of the Higher Education Alliance for Residential Single Parents. The different requirements for such a program include a dependable and subsidized day care center for such students, student housing for a single parent household, and financial aid programs for single parent student households.  Committee members present enthusiastically supported investigating the potential of such a program at LHU.  This will be discussed further at the February meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 2pm.

Respectfully submitted

Gayatri Devi

