Meeting Minutes

President’s Commission on the Status of Women

April 21, 2009, Rooms 06 and 07, Bentley, 12:30pm

Present: Dr. Kelly Hastings, Ms. Chris Fowls, Ms. Sharon Taylor, Ms. Anita Casper,

Dr. Denise Tyson, Ms. Joan Welker, Dr. Judy Brink, President Miller, Dr. Linda Koch, Dr. Tom Ormond, Ms. Tammy Houser, Dr. Jackie Whittling, Dr. Lynn Reitz, Dr. Lisette Schillig, Dr. Nicole Burkholder-Mosco, Dr. Tracey Cummings, Dr. Marianne Hazel, Dr. Gayatri Devi

1. Lynn Reitz handed out the agenda for today’s meeting as there was some confusion as to whether it was emailed out or not.

2. PCSW March minutes approved with one minor correction noted. Motion to approve by Nicole Burkholder-Mosco; seconded by Gayatri Devi

3. Lynn Reitz reminded all present about Erin Kennedy’s email and request to submit names for the faculty/staff nominations for the Women of Distinction Awards with May 1st as the due date.

4. One more staff member is needed for the George Rhodes Fund.

5. Lisette Schillig informed those present that 33 children have been registered to participate in TDSW Day on April 23rd. Schilling thanked all volunteers for their assistance.

6. Gayatri Devi reminded those present about the HOPE Center’s Take Back the Night March scheduled for 6pm today starting from the main campus and walking to the HOPE Center for light refreshment. All are invited.

7. Statistics for report will be addressed at the first meeting in Fall 2009.

8. PCSW’s mission will be addressed at the second meeting in Fall 2009.

9. Fall meetings will be held at the first Thursday of each month at 12:30pm

10. Lynn Reitz announced her intent to resign as the co-chair of the committee.

Guest Speaker

Dr. Marianne Hazel introduced Dr. Kelly Hastings, LHU alumnus and the Superintendent of Keystone Central School District (KCSD).  Dr. Hastings spoke about her personal and family ties to Lock Haven and Lock Haven University and thanked PCSW for inviting her to speak at the meeting. In her previous position with the Curriculum office at KCSD, Dr. Hastings prioritized academic and personnel stability as the most important factor in ensuring the success of K-12 education and oversaw a program committed to the community and the kids. Dr. Hastings will enter her tenure as the new Superintendent of KCSD on December 16th, 2008. Dr. Hastings listed the rising number on women in leadership positions within KCSD as a hallmark of the progress and changes underway at the school district. KCSD’s goal under her tenureship would be to implement pre-school classrooms in all elementary schools to educate the “whole child.” Dr. Hastings noted the construction of the new athletic stadium and also a renewed emphasis on the Arts at the secondary level as progressive measures at the school district. Dr. Hastings invited the audience to chat with her informally about their questions and concerns for the school district since KCSD and LHUP has always had a good working relationship. Dr. Brink enquired about the pre-school programs and Dr. Hastings replied that successful implementation of the pre-school program is one of her major goals. Dr. Devi stated that she and her family have been impressed by the standards and care shown on children at the elementary school level, particularly the good work done at Woodward Elementary. Dr. Hastings responded that parental involvement is key to improving the school’s overall performance and thanked Dr. Devi for the comment. Dr. Koch asked about the superintendent’s and the school district’s role in the debate over charter schools, home schools and public schools. Dr. Hastings replied that while she has nothing personal against charter schools and the relationship between the public school district and the charter schools is not as adversarial as it used to be the funding formula for charter schools makes it difficult for an equitable give and take between school district resources and charter school student needs. Ms. Casper asked about KCSD’s policy regarding special education students. Dr. Hastings responded that under her leadership special education classes would be a service and not a permanent place for students with such needs and the goal would be to move as many children out of special ed and into the mainstream classroom successfully integrated. Ms. Sharon Taylor asked about KCSD’s commitment to physical education. Dr. Hastings said that now all elementary schools have physical education classes twice a week and students in the high school are offered more electives in Health and P.E. The goal is to build on this trend and integrate more physical education classes as part of the curriculum. Dr. Ormond enquired about Dr. Hastings’ experience going in as the KCSD superintendent while being a member of the local community and whether that has created any personal or professional conflicts. Dr. Hastings responded that so far her community roots have only solidified her professional credentials and values with the school district and that she intends to make a smooth transition into her new position. Dr. Hastings thanked the commission again for the opportunity to visit and share notes about the education of our children and invited LHUP members to continue their interest and participation in K-12 education. 

Meeting adjourned at 2pm.

Respectfully submitted

Gayatri Devi

