Meeting Minutes for President’s Commission on the Status of Women

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

August 26, 2009
HOPE Center
Members Present: Tara Mitchell (Chair), Nicole Burkholder-Mosco, Gayatri Devi, Elizabeth Gruber, Melinda Hodge, Patrizia Hoffman, Erin Kennedy, Lisette Schillig
1. PCSW Minutes: The minutes of April 21, 2009, with corrections, were approved on a motion by Nicole and seconded by Gayatri. Erin agreed to take minutes for this meeting. Tara reminded everyone that the minutes are sent to the University Archives each month.

2. PCSW Secretaries for 2009-2010: The commission agreed to continue rotating the position of secretary. Current volunteers are as follows: Lisette (Sept. 3), Gayatri (Dec. 3), and Nicole (Feb. 4). Volunteers are still need for the following meeting dates: 10/1, 11/5, 3/4, and 4/1.


3. PCSW Committee Updates:
a. Women of Distinction Award: Erin announced that the winners of the faculty and staff awards remained confidential and that they would be announced at the President’s Open Meeting on August 27, 2009.

b. PCSW Website: Tara explained that the website will undergo some revisions given the university’s move to a new content management system.

4. New Business
a. New members of the commission: Paulette Davidson, who has served as the student member of the commission for some time, will be graduating in December. Thus, we will need to be on the lookout for a new student member or members. Linda Koch has suggested a student liaison from the Student Cooperative Council. Otherwise the commission was asked to consider students who might be suitable. Students’ responsibilities will include one or more of the following: attend monthly meetings, serve as a Woman of Distinction judge, help with Take our Daughters and Sons to Work Day (TDSW).

b. Fall 2009 Speaker: Patrizia is a member of the Fall Convocation Committee; she suggested that the university develop a speaker “pool” so groups do not have to scramble to find speakers for major events. The commission suggested Stephen Glassman (Chairperson, Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission) as the fall speaker. Additionally, we discussed the possibility of holding an “intimate conversation” during the normal PCSW meeting as well as a larger talk co-sponsored by PCSW, The HOPE Center, Office of Cultural Diversity, GSA, etc. This issue will be further discussed at the September meeting.

c. Status of Women report

i. SAP Report: Brian Cygan has sent Tara an extensive amount of information in an Excel spreadsheet. The commission discussed (a) creating a descriptive report and using it to (b) examine annual trends and identify what is being done to enhance the PCSW mission.

d. Fall 2009

i. Meetings: Please see point 2 above for meeting dates for Academic Year 2009-2010. Meetings will continue to be held in the Bentley Private Dining Room. Meetings will begin promptly at 12:30. Feel free to arrive late or leave early if you need to get lunch. 

ii. Budget: We have a budget from President Miller’s office! The commission discussed the possibility that the money budgeted for TDSW might be better used towards a pursuit that more closely fulfills the mission of the PCSW. This idea will be further discussed in September.

e. Other work on campus: Tara suggested that we work harder to identify what other groups on campus (e.g., APSCUF’s Gender Issues and Social Equity Committee) are working on so we do not overlap or “reinvent the wheel”.

f. PCSW Mission: We would like to continue working with the mission statement to ensure that it accurately reflects what we are doing. Tara identified three major goals she would like the commission to accomplish this semester: (1) evaluate and fix the mission statement, (2) start accomplishing the mission, and (3) make progress on a campus climate survey.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 
Erin Kennedy
